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(New Running Gait Analysis)01732 450111
10, LONDON ROAD, SEVENOAKS TN13 1AJ  (OPPOSITE THE STAG THEATRE) Email: tim@batandballsports.co.uk

Cricket
Tennis
Hockey
Rugby

Running

Garden Games

 GUTTERS CLEARED & REPAIRED 
Conservatories, Fascias, Soffits 

cleaned & rejuvenated! 
Affordable rates – fully insured 

For a quote contact Jeremy Steer 
01959 525347 or 07831 214815 

e: jeremysteer2@gmail.com 

All Seasons  
Gardening

Hedge Cutting • Tree Work
Ground & Garden Clearance

Regular One-off Tidy-ups
All Jobs Considered

Green Waste 
Licence Holder

01732  
463669

Shoreham Emergency Plan 

All major emergencies are dealt with by the emergency services. However, there may be 
times such as power cuts, snow and ice, flooding or storms where the emergency services 
are not required. These conditions can make life challenging for more vulnerable people 
such as the elderly, infirm, disabled, sick or even someone who maybe heavily pregnant or 
with young children. 

If you'd like to be on the list either permanently or temporarily, or you know someone who 
would, then please contact Sarah Moon, the Parish Clerk on 0791 2611048 or via email at 
clerk2012@shorehamparishcouncil.gov.uk . If you are giving the details of another person 
please ensure you have their permission and agreement. 
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MAY SERVICES  

 
 
6th May - 6th Sunday of Easter                                                                                                                                                                                                        
10.30am - Eucharist                                                                                                                      
6.00pm - Compline - Johnny Aisher                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

From Ascension to Pentecost 10 - 20 May, hundreds of thousands of 
Christians worldwide will be praying as part of the Thy Kingdom Come 
initiative. In church, we will once again have our Prayer Trail around the 
church. You can also come in, light a candle and pick up a free booklet 
with a short daily reflection for each of the ten days. You can also join 
pledge2pray or to find out more information go to 
www.ThyKingdomCome.global  

13th May - Sunday after Ascension Day                                                                                        
8am - BCP Communion                                                                                                                   
10.30am - Short Eucharist with Taize music                                                                                                
*** At Kemsing Parish Church 6.30pm   - Joint Deanery Choral 
Evensong for ThyKingdomCome 

20th May - Whit Sunday - Pentecost                                                                                        
10.30am - Festival Eucharist for all ages                                                                                   
6.00pm - Evening Service based on Thy Kingdom Come   

27th May - Trinity Sunday                                                                                                         
8.00am - BCP Communion                                                                                                        
10.30am - All-Age Service - Trinity                                                                                            
6.00pm - Discussion - Growing Disciples. What does it mean?                                                                                                                                                                                                            

 
The Revd Dr Diane Rees 
The Vicarage, Station Road, Shoreham TN14 7SA 
revdrdi@outlook.com    01959 522363 
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HOPE 
 

Hope. We use the word so often in our everyday language.  
I hope that the weather gets hotter soon. I hope my football team wins. I hope that my 
exams are OK. I hope I win the lottery. I hope I get to the bottom of my To Do list today. 
I hope you have a good day. 
But … it is hot today although will it last? … Southampton used to be a good team … 
Exams come and go … The lottery is only won by a few … My To Do list is still as long 
… Did you have a good day? 
Do we use the word hope so often that we have lost its true meaning? 
Perhaps if our hopes are things that can be replaced with, “I would like” instead of, “I 
pray”, it might be helpful to reconsider what it is we are really hoping for. 
I hope that every village in the world will soon have clean water. I hope that the children 
in Douma in Syria can sleep safely tonight. I hope that Christians in the Holy Land are 
given the strength they need. I hope that the Rohingya people soon have somewhere they 
can call home. I hope for wholeness and healing for … 
Emily Dickenson describes hope in her poem, ‘Hope is a Thing With Feathers’. 
 
'Hope' is the thing with feathers— 
That perches in the soul— 
And sings the tune without the words— 
And never stops—at all— 
 
And sweetest—in the Gale—is heard— 
And sore must be the storm— 
That could abash the little Bird 
That kept so many warm— 
 
I've heard it in the chillest land— 
And on the strangest Sea— 
Yet, never, in Extremity, 
It asked a crumb—of Me.  
 
Hhope in the Bible is not a hope-so but rather a know-so. Hope is … about trust and 
confident expectation …dynamic and life sustaining. Hope … changes how we see 
ourselves and what we value … depends on knowing and resting in God’s grace. In 
Romans, Paul reminds us that there is nothing, absolutely nothing that can separate us 
from God’s love.  What do you think hope is?  What are you hoping for? 
Revd Diane                                                                                                            May 2018 
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FROM THE PARISH REGISTERS 
FUNERAL  
Friday 4th April  Peter Matthews of New Oxbourne Farm 
INTERMENT OF ASHES  
Saturday 14th April Rita Mounger, lately of Magpie Bottom  
 

REVEREND DR GEOFFREY SIMPSON 
 
It was with great sadness that, in February, we learned of the death of Shoreham’s much 
loved previous Vicar Geoffrey Simpson. 
Geoff served in Shoreham for 10 years from 1980 to 1990. On his arrival he announced 
“This is YOUR Church” and endorsed that ethos by his collaborative ministry- a shared 
ministry, clergy and laity working together, drawing upon the collective gifts and talents, 
much evident in such a creative village as Shoreham.  Although such collaboration is 
now widely practised across the C of E, Geoff was at the forefront of this way of working. 
Geoff had the ability to get alongside all in the village whether they were regular Church 
goers or not. 
He met people as he walked the streets with their dog, in the shops, at the pub with the 
Bell Ringers, visiting all who were ill or bereaved. Geoff joined with the Village Players, 
played tennis and much else.  Many gained a faith from Geoff’s gentle ministry, and he 
was always happy to share in their pilgrimage and explore their questions. 
Those of us who were privileged to work alongside Geoff on the PCC or the Pastoral 
Committee have many happy memories especially of the creative worship which was 
generated, always enhanced by Danny’s musical skills. 
We viewed those ten years as a particularly “golden” time and we extend our love and 
gratitude to his wife Mary and their children Alex and Jo for sharing Geoff with us for 
those very special years. 
Sadly the snow prevented us and Shoreham friends from attending his funeral in Dorset. 
                                                                  Peter and Jane Waters (now in Warwickshire)  
. 

SHOREHAM CHURCH EXTENSION UPDATE 
PHASED BUILDING CONTRACT 

 
Before embarking on fundraising in 2016 the PCC obtained a detailed costing 
for the extension from a quantity surveyor of £410,040, which was in line with 
an estimate previously given by a building company. Taking into account 
professional and other expenses a fundraising target of £500,000 was set, 
although it was recognized from the outset that as much as £600,000 might be 
needed to cover extension, repairs and decorations. 



Valley View Joinery Limited
Cabinet Makers

Bespoke & purpose made joinery. Manufactures of replacement wooden sash  
windows, box frames, double glazed wooden windows, doors & driveway gates. 

We also specialize in period mouldings, skirting & architraves to match  
existing designs or tailor made to your specifications.

Lower Austin Lodge Farm  Upper Austin Lodge Road, Eynsford, Dartford, Kent  DA4 0HT

WORKS TEL: 01322 863243

Email: valleyviewjoinery@gmail.com  •  www.valleyviewjoineryltd.co.uk

Shoreham Village Stores 

Mon – Sat        Sunday 
7am – 8pm    8am – 6pm  

 

A True Mini-Supermarket 
Free Delivery 

Post Office Tues & Thurs 9 – 3:30pm 
 

Santhosh & Kannan – 35 High St 01959 522 018 
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Tender documents went out on 2 February 2018 to B.W. May; Durtnells; 
Riverside Construction and Hurstway of Cranbrook. Tenders were opened on 2 
March. They were substantially in excess of what was expected. Negotiations 
then started with the two companies which provided the lowest tenders.  After a 
process of negotiation (in which savings were made in a variety of ways 
including replacing the cedar ceiling of Meeting Room No 1 with plasterboard 
and replacing Purbeck stone flooring with laminate) the total contract sum was 
reduced to £495,000, still above the PCC’s resources. The increase above 
£410,040 was due to changes in design (such as having a larger foundation slab) 
and increases in building costs. 
Since the PCC did not have the resources to meet a £495,000 contractual liability, 
on 15 April the PCC decided to enter into a phased building contract with a thirty 
week contract period. All the work included in the contract will fall in one of 
four phases. Phases 2 – 4 will be by way of variation of the contract sum provided 
for Phase 1. Since the variations will be effected in accordance with a prior 
agreement as to the cost based on the tender, they will not be subject to the 
normal problem that variations give scope for excessive charging. 

Photograph of the excavations for the extension on the north side of the Church 

Photogr

a. Phase 1 around £306,500. Foundations and shell external structure including
windows and doors plus clean and foul water drainage: this is the only work for
which the PCC is contractually liable upon signing the contract.



 
 
 
 
 
 

Specialist in the investigation and treatment of: 
Woodworm -  Dry  Rot -  Rising - Dampness 

Structural Waterproofing 
For a survey ring: 01959 524966 

e-mail: enquiries@gullivertt.co.uk    www.gullivertt.co.uk 
Bank Buildings, Station Road, Otford, Sevenoaks, Kent, TN14 5QX 

Members of: Property Care Association & Guarantee Protection Insurance 

THE HOP SHOP  a t  C a s t l e  F a r m

Sign up to our e-newsletter for seasonal updates. 

Tel: 01959 523219                                    www.hopshop.co.uk

Your local farm shop with an 
international reputation.

 Open daily:
Mon to  Sat: 9am – 5pm.

Sundays & Bank Holidays: 10am – 5pm.

THE STYLE STUDIO

17 Church Road
Sundridge

01959 561838

For the Style, Colour and Cut
you have always wanted for

Everyday and
Celebration

Hair
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b. Phase 2 around £141,500. Internal fit out of new structure. To be added without
additional cost above tender sums provided the PCC gives notice prior to an
agreed date (possibly end of July).

c. Phase 3 around £21,500. Landscaping of churchyard (paths and lighting). Again
to be added without additional cost above tender sums provided the PCC gives
notice prior to an agreed date (possibly end of September).

d. Phase 4 around £25,500 (but subject to variation depending upon precisely what
work is carried out). Work to the Lady Chapel. Again to be added without
additional cost above tender sums provided the PCC gives notice prior to an
agreed date (possibly end of September).

The phase of fundraising which started in September 2016 was extraordinarily 
successful. From a base of not much more than £50,000 the target of £500,000 
was reached with surprising speed. From that sum are to be deducted £56,000 
spent in 2017, around £18,000 spent in 2018 (but rising), additional fees for 
architect, quantity surveyor, engineer and solicitor and Thames Water fees. In 
the light of the increase in total building cost (with consequential increase in 
professional fees) on 15 April the PCC raised the fundraising target to £700,000. 
Working on a Grade 1 Listed church with dual planning and faculty controls is 
very expensive. To put the new target in perspective Otford spent around £1.2 
million on its extension and Eynsford around £600,000 on internal alterations.  
In response to the new target of £700,000,£50,000 has been raised from within 
the PCC, lifting the total raised to £550,000: a new fundraising thermometer 
reflecting these figures will be erected shortly. £150,000 remains to be raised. 
Around £50,000 must be raised by around the end of July to enable the PCC to 
trigger phase 2 and thereby prevent the extension from remaining a useless shell. 
Not a penny will come from the central church or the Government (apart from 
Gift Aid). Please give what you can: every £10 counts. Send cheques payable to 
Shoreham PCC Extension Fund to The Vicarage, Station Road, Shoreham TN14 
7SA. State whether Gift Aided. We are immensely privileged to live in such a 
wonderful village. Now is our chance to provide a marvellous community 
facility for both present and future generations.  Frank Hinks Churchwarden

Alternatively go to www.shorehamchurchkent.org and click on the Mydonate 
button. 



For friendly advice on all your 
TV Aerial / Satellite requirements

Please Call:
01732 590246
01959 525884
07950 852021

email: sevenoaksaerials@btinternet.com

Mandy Cohen 

 Registered Osteopath and Massage Therapist 

Crown Enterprise  
16 High Street 
Seal 
TN15 0AJ 
Telephone: 07799066613 
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 WHERE DO YOU GO IF NOT TO THE GP
The Patient Group at the Otford Medical Practice have created 
the enclosed flyer giving advice on what to do and where to go 
outside surgery open times and when to call 111. This 
voluntary and self-funded group deserves great thanks from us 
all. 

Thank you Heather Sillitoe and your group. Ann Ball

==============================================================

SHOREHAM MIDSUMMER FESTIVAL SUNDAY 24 JUNE 2 - 9PM

More exciting bookings taking place for the Festival, with Travelling Light Circus 
appearing with a brilliant new production - eight installations of weird and wonderful 
optical illusions to explore, dotted around the beautiful meadow at the Quadrangle. We 
are also going to welcome back the lovely Seal Chart Etching Studio to run a print 
workshop; Lucy Holland will be offering fun and flexible yoga workshops; we’ll have 
drumming, ceramics and art activities; and delicious food from the highly-acclaimed 
Brisket and Barrel of Sevenoaks. All this together with music, dancing and stellar 
performances from our very own Shoreham Village Players. Watch this space for more
news! Contact sarahnewman125@btinternet.com with any ideas or offers of help. Or
check www.shoreham-midsummerfestival.org for updates. 
============================================================== 

SHOREHAM PARISH COUNCIL

Please note that the Parish Council has limited funds set aside in its annual budget to give 
out as grants to local groups/charities, who benefit the community.  Whilst anyone 
qualifying is welcome to apply, we would also like to draw attention to the following 
newsletter, which is published each quarter by KCC and which lists all the grants 
available throughout Kent for a wide variety of organisations 
http://www.kent.gov.uk/leisure-and-community/community-grants-and-funding/inside-
track-newsletter.   Before applying to the Parish Council, we would therefore request that 
consideration is initially given to this avenue of funding, with the Parish Council acting 
as a last resort. 



 
 

 All aspects of tree care from planting to felling 
 Hedge cutting 
 Stump removal  
 Over 30 years’ experience 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

For help and friendly advice call our office 

01959 524 623 
enquiries@downtoearthtrees.co.uk 

www.downtoearthtrees.co.uk 
The Oast, Preston Farm, Shoreham (nr. Sevenoaks) 

Kent TN14 7UD 
 

Shoreham Village School 
You will be warmly welcomed at Shoreham Village School.   
Please contact us on: 
01959 522228 or office@shoreham.kent.sch.uk

For more information, visit: www.shorehamvillageschool.net

                                                                                                                 

                                  

Shoreham Village School is a ‘Good’ School
“Teaching is good. Teachers ensure that all pupils 
are set work at the right level so they achieve well.” 

“Pupils’ behaviour is good. They are well mannered 
and polite, and show respect for others.” 
    Ofsted, March 2015

Join Shoreham Village School today to experience 
our: 
• happy, caring, small and inclusive environment 
• superb team of dedicated and nurturing staff 
• wonderful facilities including iPads, extensive 

grounds and an allotment 
• range of before and after-school clubs 

 
HIDDEN BEAUTY  

 

 
                                              www.hiddenbeautykent.weebly.com 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Call Heidi on 07814 889696 
BABTAC, CIBTAC, IHBC qualified 25 yrs 

www.hiddenbeautykent.weebly.com 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Book your Prescriptive Skin Treatment to 
achieve great results 

 
Foxcoombe, Station Road, Eynsford, Kent, DA4 0EJ 

Call Heidi on 07814 889696 
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On a far more unpleasant matter, since being obliged to take over the lease of the Filston 
Lane Car Park from Sevenoaks District Council last year, we have experienced more and 
more problems with fly-tipping and antisocial behaviour. 

We have evidence that much of the waste and items left next to the bin have unfortunately 
been deposited by local residents.  To date these have included an exercise bike, 
countless black bin bags and, more unpleasantly lately, drug paraphernalia, dirty nappies, 
sanitary towels and human excrement.  I would like to reiterate that whilst SDC is 
responsible for emptying the on-site bin, it is NOT responsible for clearing away these 
sort of things and that task has been left to parish councillors, the lengthsman and 
volunteers.  It is extremely disheartening for people who give up their valuable time to 
clean up such a disgusting mess, only to be confronted with the same or worse a few days 
later.   

Please also bear in mind that this car park is an access route to the school.  Would you 
want your children having to walk past such a sight?  It is a health hazard and has to stop 
now otherwise we may have no alternative other than to relinquish our lease on the car 
park.   I am sure everyone would agree, would be a disaster for the already full-to-
capacity parking situation in the village. 

Please be reminded that the Parish Council pays for a freighter service to come to the 
village once every three months.  This is specifically for large or bulky items, which are 
not taken as part of the weekly refuse collection. There is no excuse for dumping 
unwanted items in the car park. 

In the meantime, if you witness anyone fly-tipping or leaving excess rubbish in the car 
park, or anywhere else around the village, please either report them to myself or to the 
police.  Thank you for your co-operation in this matter.     

Sarah Moon   Parish Clerk – 07912 611048 Clerk2012@shorehamparishcouncil.gov.uk

SHOREHAM ALLOTMENTS ASSOCIATION
We will be holding our annual Plant Sale at the Allotments on Saturday 19th May from 
10am – 1pm. Please come along and find bedding plants, perennials, vegetable plants, 
preserves, and general gardening items for sale. This year it will be bigger and better!  
Plant donations would also be happily received on the day or contact me on 525818 for 
collection                                                                                                         Jeremy Tooley 
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STORY BEHIND YOUR FAVOURITE HYMN
REJOICE THE LORD IS KING

Two well-known names are associated with this wonderful hymn – Charles Wesley and 
George Frederick Handel. It had first appeared in the third volume of The Collection of 
Moral and Sacred Poems in 1744, published by Charles' brother John and was soon taken 
up by George Whitfield in his collection of Hymns for Social Worship 1753

In later life Handel became associated with the Wesleys and sometime after 1746 he set 
three of Charles Wesley's hymns to music as songs with instrumental bass but we do not 
know the exact circumstance of this collaboration. Handel never published the songs and 
they lay hidden until the one page manuscript was discovered at the Fitzwilliam Museum 
in Cambridge by Samuel Wesley in 1826.   
Music:  The name of the tune is Gopsall which is taken from Gopsall Hall in 
Leicestershire that was the place of residence of Charles Jennens, compiler of The 
Messiah.   

Ann Ball
==============================================================

SHOREHAM OPEN GARDENS SAFARI POSTPONED TO 2019

Thank you to everyone who offered their gardens and their help 
for a 2018 Open Garden Safari. Unfortunately the number of 
gardens available didn’t reach our minimum for a successful 
weekend so we are postponing until next year.

Please plan now for the weekend of June 15th -16th 2019. We 
have great plans for the Safari, which we will begin planning 
in the autumn.

Peter Kasch and the Shoreham Open Gardens Safari Committee 

NEWS FROM SHOREHAM VILLAGE SCHOOL

Cameron Class recently went on a trip to Penshurst Place as part of their “Off With Her 
Head!” topic. They learnt about life in Tudor times and met some of the people that they 
would have encountered. They were shown around one of the homes that King Henry 
VIII would have stayed in.  In the main hall there was a fire right in the middle of the 
room, which we all gathered round. Here a man played us music on traditional 
instruments and also showed us a how to dance and bow. We liked learning about the 
crime and punishments, weapons they would have used to fight off the Spaniards in that 
era, the food that they would have eaten, the entertainment and the musical instruments 
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they would have played and the clothing and fashion during the Tudor period.  We even 
meet Queen Elizabeth I herself! We all absolutely loved her and her wit - she didn’t hold 
back what she thought.  We learnt so many interesting facts – did you know that the 
Tudors didn’t drink water, only beer!

Before the holidays, everyone enjoyed another fantastic Mathemagical Day. In the first 
lesson Cameron class had the opportunity to teach other children in the school.  The 
previous day they were put in pairs and began planning their activity.  Moore and Palmer 
became mathematicians in their own classes and Cameron and Barton worked together 
on mathematical activities outside on the playground and then on the iPads.   In the 
afternoon, everyone worked in their house teams and one of the activities was a maths 
relay.  Groups had to answer questions from a sheet and then find the next answer after 
that.  Another activity was a number hunt where various numbers had been hidden around 
the school and each group were sent to try to find them all and then total the amount - 
the house that was the closest were awarded ten stars!  

Earlier in March our (new) team competed in a Netball tournament.   They had some 
tough matches, and some were just right. They won the first match, lost the next, then 
drew, then won, and then won the last match. They played a game called High Fives, and 
had a team of eight.  In High Fives, you receive three points for winning, two for drawing 
and one for losing. They achieved 10 points in total and came third in the whole 
tournament.                                                                      Written by Cameron Class Pupils 

============================================================== 

SHOREHAM IN WW1 
MAY 1918

In the Shoreham Gazette it was reported that two men were missing, Enos Maclenning 
and J. Martin.    The War Savings Association had sixty two members.  A Concert held 
in the Church Room by the VAD Patients and Shoreham munitions girls raised £4.00 for 
the hospital.
==============================================================

WW1 CONCERT
SATURDAY 23RD JUNE AT 7.30pm SHOREHAM CHURCH.

Tickets are now on sale in the Village Shop 01959 522018 at £12.00.  These are selling 
fast so don't miss the opportunity to come to our very special Concert featuring Henry 
Desmond and his Orchestra, Shoreham Singers and The Church Choir.  Music, songs and 
readings from WW1 and WW2.  There will be a licensed Bar and an Exhibition which 
features Shoreham men who took part in WW1 and a seventy year photographic history 
of The Shoreham Royal British Legion.  This, promises to be a unique event and will be 
on just for one evening.   We look forward to seeing you there.



          Holiday Cottage - Yorkshire Dales 
                            Idyllic location – Wensleydale 

3 bedrooms- sleeps 6/7. Enclosed garden 
Dogs and children welcome 

Off-road parking 
Contact Steve Birkin  

01959 523071  
Or birkins78@gmail.com 

 

Award winning sparkling and  

still wines grown locally in Shoreham 

01959 524008 

www.themountvineyard.co.uk 

Need help with

    I.T. issues ?

contact

Andrew

Prosphero - IT Support

t.  01732 742454

m. 07957 648461

andrew@prosphero.co.uk

For professional and 

friendly advice and support 

for home and business use

Sarah Willsey MCFHP MAFHP

Foot Health Professional 

Mobile Foot Health Professional service in the comfort of 

your own home 

TREATMENTS 

• Corns & calluses

• Hard skin

• Verrucas

• Ingrown toe nails

• Thickened fungal nails

• Cracked heels

PRICES 

£35 first appointment 

£32 follow up 

£30 over 65 first appointment 

£27 over 65 follow up 

• Toe nail cutting and care

• Diabetic and High Risk Foot Care and Advice

Clinic: 01622 438550  

Mobile: 07500 041535 

Email: sarah@yourhealthyfeet.co.uk 

Web: www.yourhealthyfeet.co.uk 
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SHOREHAM WOMEN'S INSTITUTE
1918 – 2018

Our next meeting will be on Tuesday 1st May at 7.30pm, when we will be holding our
Annual Meeting.  After the conclusion of the business we will be discussing the 
Resolution for 2018 selected by the 6,300 Women’s Institutes in the United 
Kingdom. The subject selected for this year is 'Mental Health Matters'. 
The Women's Institute has the ear of the Government and many previous resolutions 
such as those supporting farmers on the pricing of milk by supermarkets; the damage 
being done by plastic and plastic bags, have been put forward and acted upon. 
Our new programme starts on the Tuesday 5th June at 7.30pm in the Village Hall. Do 
come and join us; new members are always welcome.
STOP PRESS
Our next Community Coffee Morning will be held on Thursday 10th May, 10.00am-
12.00pm. Please come and join us - we look forward to seeing you there.

Sylvie Poynter
=============================================================

KENT WILDLIFE TRUST- POLHILL BANK NATURE RESERVE 
ROADSHOWS 

In February I wrote about your beautiful local nature reserve, Polhill Bank and the 
opportunity we have to protect and extend the site this year. Plans are moving ahead, and 
we are delighted to be running three local roadshows in May that will help you ask us 
any questions you have about Polhill, and find out more about our plans for the future. 
The three venues for the roadshows are: 
Eynsford Village Hall Tuesday 1st May 5.30pm -6.45pm 
The Crown, Shoreham Tuesday 8th May 1.30pm -3pm
Otford Village Hall Wednesday 9th May 5.30-7.00pm 
It would be great to see as many of you attending these roadshows as possible as it is a 
treasured local resource and somewhere I am sure you are keen to see protected for future 
generations.  
The website for Polhill has been updated with lots more information – please visit 
http://www.kentwildlifetrust.org.uk/polhill-appeal to have a look. Follow us on 
Facebook and Twitter.   
Sam Campbell, Kent Wildlife Trust  01622 357812 



 

 

Sue Wickes  

Soft 
Furnishings                    
and Alterations   

Tel : 01322 864967   

Mobile : 07793 962295 

 

D av i d  Fa i r m a n
chimney sweep

Reliable • Professional • Clean & tidy

Traditional methods
Open fires • Woodburners 

Agas • Inglenooks 

Appointment times
convenient to you

call 07949 072949

Chimney Safety Certificate Issued

Public Liability Insurance

Member of Institute of Chimney Sweeps

Working chimneys should be 
swept at least once a year.  

This will maintain your fire's 
efficiency and more importantly 

reduce the likelihood of a chimney 
fire, which can result from a build 

up of soot and creosote.
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Rated Outstanding by OFSTED, 
Shoreham Village Pre-school, offers 
a happy, safe and stimulating 
environment for your little one to 
start their education. 
 
Contact Michelle Philbrick 
T: 01959 52 55 77 
E: shoreham.preschool@yahoo.com 
W: www.shoreham.kent.sch.uk 

email: enquiries@peterwilsondecoraang.com
or call: 01622 872579

All Types of Internal and External 
Decoraaon

www.peterwilsondecoraang.com
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SHOREHAM ALMSHOUSES 

Newcomers and visitors to the village may have seen the ancient buildings on Filston 
Lane where it joins Church Street and wondered about them.  These buildings, with their 
faded wooden doors and arched leaded windows, are the Shoreham Almshouses. They 
have been part of the village history since 1473 and are among the oldest buildings in 
Shoreham.  Originally three small ‘units’, they have been sympathetically reconfigured 
and now provide two slightly larger homes. 
They were supported through the generosity of former Shoreham landowners and 
residents – Messrs Prestwich, Terry and Cohen - whose original endowments have been 
carefully invested and managed for many years by a small charity The Shoreham 
Almshouses Trust. 
The Almshouses were established to provide long term housing for people in need, with 
connections to the village through their work or residence, and for hundreds of years they 
have done just that. Both homes are currently occupied and expected to remain so, which 
means that there isn’t a waiting list. However, should a vacancy arise, it would be 
advertised through local media and notices around the village. 

The Charity’s trustees ensure that the buildings are kept in good condition and that the 
residents are safe and abiding by the regulations common to properties of this type. 
Residents contribute to the costs of maintenance and are responsible for the day to day 
upkeep and running of their home and garden. Together, the residents and trustees are 
helping to ensure that the Almshouses will stay at the heart of the village for many more 
years. For further information, please contact either the chair  

Sharon Longworth (s-longworth@hotmail.co.uk) or the clerk: Sue Craighill 
(susanm.craighill@icloud.com)  
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We are much more than an architectural design practice:

  Extensions  u  Conversions  u  Planning applications 
New builds  u  Building Regulations  u  Fixed Fee Service 

Sustainable energy solutions  u  Trusted partners 

We provide the complete architectural service from planning 
through to construction. We can introduce you to builders,  

interior designers, landscape gardeners and even help arrange 
temporary accommodation (if needed). Our drawings are of the 
highest quality and accuracy with exceptional attention to detail,  

we listen carefully to what you need and want and aim  
to exceed your expectations.   

We are currently working on several home projects in Shoreham 
helping families turn their house into the perfect home.

Call us on 01732 240140
www.sevenoaksplans.com

enquiry@sevenoaksplans.com

 #dontmoveimprove



21

SHOREHAM AND DISTRICT HISTORICAL SOCIETY

The May meeting will be on 18th May at 8pm in the Village Hall when David Carder 
will give us an audio visual guide of the Isle of Sheppey which will be followed by a 
visit by coach on 22nd June.  Applications to Georgina Hopkins 523587 

============================================================== 

SHOREHAM OVER 60’S

The Over 60s are a very friendly group and welcomes both ladies and gentlemen two 
afternoons a month in the Village Hall.  When the summer months arrive we go off to 
some very hospitable homes in Shoreham for Garden parties.    All the meetings are held 
in the Village Hall and there is a modest sum to pay each time.
Wednesday 9th May at 2.15pm U3A Accordion Group 
Wednesday 23rd May at 2.15pm Exercises with June and her display team

REPORT ON THE THEFT OF MARBLE BUST FROM 
SHOREHAM CHURCH IN KENT 

In February 2011 the marble bust of Elizabeth Borrett on the Borrett Wall 
Monument in the North Chapel of Shoreham Church was stolen as was 
the church wheelchair  

From 1993 to 1996 I worked with the Church Recorders of the Arts 
Society of Sevenoaks.  We listed every artefact inside the Church and fortunately we had 
a good description of her, together with this photograph taken by Paul Britton of 
Shipbourne.     Subsequently I met Phillipa Glanville on the main Committee of The Arts 
Society. When the bust was stolen she advised me to contact the Antiques Trade Gazette 
and get an article put in.     

GOOD NEWS 
Some six weeks later the then  Vicar, Richard Freeman had a phone call from the police 
to say that the bust had been found at Sotheby’s and would be returned to us in due 
course.  When the two policeman brought her back to us and hauled her up on her plinth 
they commented “she’s not very pretty”.   I said “I know, but we love her”.  The police 
told us that the Vendor had purchased the bust at an antiques trade fair and it was only 
when they looked at the Antiques Trade Gazette that they realised she was stolen and 
advised Sotheby’s themselves of this fact.   Firm Security measures are in place now to 
stop this happening again. 
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Congratulations!! 
To Jill Webster who is now Chairman of The Arts Society of Sevenoaks.    If you would 
like more information contact theartssocietysevenoaks.org.uk or phone Jill on 01959 
524679. Lectures are given by experts in their field on many different aspects of the arts, 
and are held at Walthamstow Hall School on the second Thursday of the month at 8 pm. 
There are also great outings and study days. Guests are always welcome at lectures, and 
there is time to socialise over a glass of wine. Forthcoming lectures will be on Silver 
Filigree and Traditional Arts in Kosovo and Lawrence of Arabia.                     Ann Ball 

TALES FROM THE HILL
There have always been huge gulfs between the haves and have nots, one difference is 
that today, thanks to investigative journalism, we all get to know just how wide the 
differences are. We see almost on a daily basis people sleeping rough and refugees fleeing 
from war zones without any possessions and on the same page we read about three 
directors of a certain building company voting themselves £200m bonus. We are now 
used to gasping at the absurd wealth flouted by many. The past King of Saudi travelled 
in his private jet with two gold escalators to enable him to alight from his plane in style. 
Why two?
Our own Queen has tremendous wealth but most of us forgive her for who in their right 
mind would want to live in Buck House. When the Queen recently received Prince 
Mohammed bin Salman in a state room larger than a cricket pitch, a cameraman captured 
in the background a shot of a grand marble fireplace, and, glowing on the hearth, was a 
two bar Belling electric fire, which used to retail at £4.99. As the Queen greeted The 
prince the reporters caption read. “Crown Prince would you have 50p for the meter?”
Once before I spotted The Queen warming herself, this time at Balmoral, sitting in front 
of a Dimplex convection heater, retailing at £14.50 from Asda.
Walking deep in thought contemplating such matters I noticed something leaning against 
an old hornbeam tree. On closer inspection I saw that it was a little door, only 6 inches 
by 4 inches. It was nicely made with tiny wrought iron hinges and a knocker and covered 
a hole in the base of the tree. At the back of the hole was a tiny window. “Who, had made 
it and why placed there in this remote piece of woodland?” I was intrigued and delighted, 
was it someone who shared our love for Wind in the Willows, could it be Ratty’s front 
door? No, there is no river. Could it be the entrance to Toad Hall? No, not grand enough. 
That left Badger or Mole and, as I couldn’t find a door scraper I settled on mole.    Mole 
was a creature of humble needs who, after saying “hang” to spring cleaning found 
satisfaction in simple things such as boating with Ratty or riverside picnics, unlike their 
friend the feckless Toad whose hedonistic lifestyle nearly led to ruin. A lesson that the 
Crown Prince would do well to heed. Perhaps I will never know who made the little door, 
but thank you whoever you are for stirring my imagination.                    John Bovington
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SHOREHAM VILLAGE STORES

In our nine months in the village, we have enjoyed learning about Shoreham’s traditions 
and the shop’s role in them. One of the most important, of course, is the Duck Race –
which takes place on Bank Holiday Monday, May 7th. This year, as every year, the shop 
is your first port of call for all your ducks. Good luck to all duck designers and 
competitors!  We are pleased to welcome Prasanth as our latest recruit behind the 
counter. Raj has moved on to pastures new and we wish him all the best. Prasanth is 
studying mechanical engineering when not brushing up his retail skills. Santhosh,
Kannan, Lorna and Prasanth

==============================================================

New Flag of St George on the Church Tower

For those of you not on Facebook, that new tool so many in the village use to exchange 
news, I would like to thank the anonymous donor who paid for the new two yard flag of 
St George now flying on the Church Tower.  The original one has been up there for the 
past two years welcoming people to the village and our tired commuters back to 
Shoreham after a hard day’s work.   An essential part of what Shoreham is.   You may 
be interested to know there are only two flags we fly on the tower; the Flag of the Diocese 
of Rochester or the Flag of St George.

LORD AND LADY DUNSANY OF DUNSTALL PRIORY 

The headstones in the churchyard are a very interesting record of the people who have 
lived in Shoreham since time immemorial.   I will do a write up on some of them when 
space permits.   The first is that of Edward John Moreton Drax, 18th Lord Dunsany who 
died 25th October 1957 aged 79 and Beatrice, Lady Dunsany who died 30th May 1970 
aged 89 years.  They lived at Dunstall Priory and owned Dunsany Castle in Ireland. They 
must have loved Shoreham very much for them to choose to be buried here rather than 
in Ireland. 

There is a small plaque on the headstone with a verse composed by Beatrice Dunsany; 
“I, that have loved the sun, lie here, and loved the great grey shadows of the clouds that 
pass over the Earth, the soft crisp English air, the grey September dew thick on the grass. 
I loved the cool strange light the rainbow gives, the deep note of the bees up in the lime, 
the smell of the honeysuckle and sweet briar, and the hot scent, under my feet, of thyme. 
Late sunlight slanting on the Irish plain, the line of low blue hills against the sky I loved 
while sight and memory were mine, others will love them still while here I lie ”

Ann Ball



  
 

   

Albert Akin 

Interior & Exterior  
Wallpaper specialist 

35  years experience 
All work guaranteed & fully insured 

01959 534190 or 07802 412601 
Email:  albert.akint@gmail.com 

YOGA BY LUCY

NEW YOGA CLASSES IN
SHOREHAM VILLAGE

Dynamic  Flow & Gent le  Flow
Pr ivate  tu i t ion a lso  avai lable

info@yogabylucy.co.uk
07970 633053

TRADITIONAL 

MOLECATCHER
BASED IN CUDHAM, 

SEVENOAKS

07960 579468
Email:info@grassroots-

services.co.uk
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SHOREHAM SOCIETY
DUCK RACE MONDAY 7TH MAY FROM 1.15PM 

Registration of your quackers takes place from 1.15pm and participants will be under
Starter’s Orders at 2.30pm... Orphan Ducks will be available for purchase at the start if 
you have not had an opportunity to create your own masterpiece. 

Please leave your car at home as we cannot provide parking and ask any friends from 
outside the village to come by train! Funds raised this year will be used to buy additional 
equipment for the village including further technical items to use in conjunction with the 
hugely successful overhead projector which was purchased from previous duck race 
funds. The organisation of the Duck Race requires us to find over forty volunteers. Thank 
you to the kind people who have already offered their services but we still need more! If
you feel you could offer some time please contact The Shoreham Society via our email 
-shorehamsociety@gmail.com.Tasks include traffic control, ensuring all ducks get to the
start line on time and collecting exhausted ducks at the finish!

     The Ducklings subcommittee of the Shoreham Society. 

==============================================================

VILLAGE DIARY MAY 2018

1st Shoreham Women’s Institute Village Hall 7.30pm 
7th Duck Race River Bank from 1.15pm 
8th Polhill Bank presentation The Crown 1.30pm 
9th Over 60s Village Hall 2.15pm
9th Shoreham Parish Council Village Hall 7.30pm
10th Community Coffee Morning Village Hall 10am – 12 pm
18th Historical Society Village Hall 8pm 
19th Plant Sale Allotments 10am-1pm 
23rd Over 60s Village Hall 2.15pm 
23rd Parish Council Village Hall 7.30pm 
============================================================= 

COFFEE ROTA IN CHURCH 
6th May Debby Rose 

13th May  Valerie Turner 
20th May  Jeremy Tooley 
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SHOREHAM 
ALLOTMENTS  
ASSOCIATION 
Grow your own!  

Annual rents 
• Full plot £25
• Half plot £15

Membership Secretary 
Malcolm Folland 

01959524893

W.R.Gadd
Quality Bespoke Kitchens  

& Bedrooms

Complete Bathroom  
Fitting & Supply Service

Tiling, Decoration & All  
Carpentry Work Undertaken

01959 523086

Shoreham Village Hall 

Weddings . Parties . 
Lectures . Societies . 
Functions . Meetings 

For bookings contact Neil Vickers 
Phone: 01959 525591 
Email: neil.vickers5@hotmail.com 

Shoreham Pavilion Available for Hire
A fully accessible, beautiful, wooden building 
with central reception space, kitchen and 
changing rooms set overlooking the school 
playing fields and Spellers’ Wood.

The facility is ideal for evening or weekend 
events, adult or children’s learning or music 
groups, and as a meeting room for social 
groups. The Changing Rooms are available 
to hire separately in conjunction with use of 
the field.

For all enquiries, please contact the 
School Office on 01959 522228.



Certified Xero Partners
Beautiful online accounting software

Yes Accounting Limited
John.cotter@yesaccounting.co.uk                       
t. 01732 760854 / 01732 760608

Friendly, professional and efficient service. Call for a free consultation

• Company formations
• Company accounts 
• Corporation tax
• Company secretarial
• Dividends 
• Share agreements
• Business plans

• Self-assessment 
• VAT - Cash - FRS
• PAYE - RTI
• Book keeping
• Tax planning 
• Management accounts
• Specialist advice

 

Contact Sophie Marsh on
01959 525656/07752 164452

sophie@darenthulme.co.uk
darenthulme.co.uk

Darent Hulme, Shacklands Rd.
Shoreham, Kent TN14 7TU

Self-contained 
detached 
barn, off ering 
comfortable and 
quietly stylish 
accommodation

BED & BREAKFAST

Darent Hulme Barn
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SHOREHAM
VILLAGE 
PLAYERS

      Interested in acting, singing,
      sound, backstage, marketing,
            or just having fun?

            Come and join us!

  Sharon Longworth 07912 609924
   SHOREHAMVILLAGEPLAYERS.CO.UK
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THE STUDIO
 now at the Education Centre, Coolings Nurseries,

Rushmore Hill, Knockholt. TN14 7NN

Tel: 01959 562192  or 07799 534191    
www.pilatesinsevenoaks.co.uk

MAT & REFORMER CLASSES
PRIVATE TUITION
SPORTS CONDITIONING
REHABILITATION

T G Harling Builders 
Providing all building services 

from home renovations to new 
builds.

Toby Harling 

07703386565 
tgharlingbuilders30@gmail.com 

 




