


All Seasons 
Gardening 

All Jobs Considered 

Hedge Cutting • Tree Work 

Ground & Garden Clearance 

Regular One-off Tidy-ups 

Green Waste 
Licence Holder

01732  
463669 

Shoreham Emergency Plan 

All major emergencies are dealt with by the emergency services. However, there may be 
times such as power cuts, snow and ice, flooding or storms where the emergency services 
are not required. These conditions can make life challenging for more vulnerable people 
such as the elderly, infirm, disabled, sick or even someone who maybe heavily pregnant or 
with young children. 

If you'd like to be on the list either permanently or temporarily, or you know someone 
who would, then please contact Amanda Barlow, the Parish Clerk on 0791 2611048 or via 
email at clerk@shorehamparishcouncil.gov.uk. If you are giving the details of another 
person please ensure you have their permission and agreement. 





Visit Castle Farm for local farm foods, fresh eggs, 
ice cream, seasonal produce, home decorations & 

thoughtful gifts. 
Tuesday – Saturday: 9am – 5pm. 

Sunday & Bank Hols: 10am – 5pm. Closed on Mondays. 

Or�er o�li� �or be��tif�lly wr�ppe� �ifts & 
��mpers to � se�� n�t io�wi��. 

www.castlefarmkent.co.uk 01959 523219 

A characterful log cabin and a charming shepherd’s hut set in a beautiful 
meadow, a 10-minute stroll from the centre of  historic Shoreham.

Enjoy our heated outdoor pool and fire pit. 
www.whitehillwoods.co.uk 

enquiries@whitehillwoods.co.uk • 07889 998988 

TCH Computing 
PC Maintenance and Support 

Tom Housden 
Computer Engineer 

I provide help with your computer, from 
operating system and software installation to 
diagnosing and troubleshooting faults, to 
giving one-to-tuition. 
These are a few of the services I offer: 

Support for Windows 7 to Windows 11 
New computer recommendations and builds 
Upgrades to Windows 11 
Advice on backup procedures 
Malware scanning and removal 

For more information, please contact 
me: 
07845 139848 / 01959 522361 
tom_housden2k8@yahoo.co.uk 



mailto:shorehamparish@gmail.com


OPEN DAILY FROM 
8.00am to 8.00pm 7 days a week 

A True Mini-Supermarket 
F r e e  D e l i v e r y  

Post Office - Tues & Thurs 9.00am - 2.30pm 

Thusyanthan Nadarajah - 35 High St 01959 522 018 

Shoreham Village Stores 







mailto:Shoreham@wkfwi.org.uk
mailto:cezprice@gmail.com


Andrew McKay 
Qualified and experienced Carpenter 

Also experienced in external and internal painting 

Free quotes and advice 

07949 011806 
Email: amckay1972@tiscali.co.uk 

Shoreham Village School 
You will be warmly welcomed at Shoreham Village School.   
Please contact us on: 
01959 522228 or office@shoreham.kent.sch.uk 

For more information, visit: www.shorehamvillageschool.net 

“Pupils are fully engaged in their learning. …they 
behave well in lessons and around school

“Pupils achieve well academically and make a 
positive contribution in their future lives.” 

Join Shoreham Village School today to experience 
our: 
• happy, caring, small and inclusive environment 
• superb team of dedicated and nurturing staff 
• wonderful facilities including iPads, extensive 

grounds and an allotment 
• range of before and after-school clubs 

Shoreham Village School is a ‘Good’ School 

Ofsted, April 2019 



mailto:office@shoreham.kent.sch.uk
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the nest handcrafted joinery 
Windows, Doors & Gates, Conservatories 
Interiors, Commercial, Survey & Design 

Newlands joinery are suppliers of the finest 
joinery and bespoke joinery within 

the Kent area. We pride ourselves on our 
craftmanship, expertise, knowledge and 

customer satisfaction. All of which are among 
some of the most important things to us. 

To find out more head over to our website
or give us a call.  

 
 

 
  
 

 

01959 522981 
info@newlandsjoinery.com 

www.newlandsjoinery.com 

Kent   Barn,Filston Farm,Filston Lane 
Shoreham Kent TN14 5JU 



https://shorehamkenthistory.weebly.com/
http://www.shorehamvillageplayers.co.uk/




https://temenos-chamberchoir.org.uk/
mailto:shorehamchurch7@gmail.com
mailto:advice@nwkent.cab.org.uk
http://www.citizensadvice.org.uk/




A TRIBUTE TO SUSAN PLATTS 

We, Marcus, Harriet, Sally, and Michael (née Platts), would like to express our heartfelt 

thanks to our dear family and friends in Shoreham for the many kind condolence 

messages, cards and letters following the passing of our beloved mother, Susan Platts, 

on November 17th, 2024. 

Your thoughtful words have been a great comfort to us at this sad time. It has been truly 

moving to reflect on the wonderful memories we shared during our many years in 

Shoreham. 

As we look ahead, we are planning a memorial service to celebrate Susan’s fulfilled life, 

which will take place at Shoreham Church in September 2025. The exact date will be 

confirmed in due course, and we look forward to seeing Susan’s friends as we honour 

her legacy. 

With sincere gratitude, 

Marcus, Harriet, Sally, and Michael Platts 

SUSAN PLATTS (HORSFIELD) 

Susan, who died recently in France where she had moved to be near her daughter, Sally, 

was a well-known and much-admired artist – I suspect many homes in Shoreham have 

at least one Susan Horsfield painting of the village and the surrounding countryside, or 

of other places in other countries, or a collection of her delightful greetings cards. 

Artists do not necessarily make good scene-painters, but Susan demonstrated a real gift, 

from her first set for Twelfth Night in 1955 to her last for Robin Hood in 2015. Over those 

sixty years she and Jane Kingshill alternated on major productions. Their approaches 

could not have been more different: Jane would produce meticulously accurate models 

of the set with all its details beforehand; Susan would arrive with her paints, brushes and 

ladder on the Village Hall stage and start painting with apparently no preparation other 

than in her mind’s eye. She varied her style to suit each play; for the first Cinderella in 

1984 she produced a beautiful backdrop of Shoreham church path with each yew tree, 

instantly recognisable and life-like, whereas for Peter Pan she designed wonderfully 

tangled, impressionistic scenes for the lost boys’ island. 

Susan once allowed herself to be persuaded to paint a backdrop for Guys and Dolls at 

Bradbourne School. The back wall was at least three times the size of Shoreham’s, and 

Susan filled it completely with a night-time scene of New York city, scrambling up and 

down giant ladders without a hesitation. Word soon got round and at every break pupils 

would creep into the hall to marvel at her skill. 

Susan’s warmth, energy and vitality were amazing. She was unfailingly positive and 

supportive, returning to design for us twice after having declared her retirement just 

because she could see she was needed. She came to every Players’ performance, every 

AGM. A truly lovely, inspiring person. 

Shoreham Village Players 
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The Shoreham Society works to bring the village 

community together through social events and to enable 

us to act together to protect the unique landscape and 

environment of the Darent Valley. 

The Shoreham Society Committee runs the group day 

to day, and has had a wonderful injection of ‘new blood’ thanks to villagers who came 

forward at our annual general meeting. We now have more people to help organise events 

and to support our work in the village. Even some busy parents of young children 

have volunteered, supplementing long established members - a couple of whom were 

born here! 

We hope that a lot of Shoreham children have happy memories of Father Christmas at 

the Samuel Palmer on Christmas Eve. Around 60 children received presents, so with 

their parents and carers, it was quite crowded! We are already planning next year’s event 

to see how it can be improved.  

We have been busy planning events for this year. Shoreham Shine, the bi-annual village 

clean up and litter pick, is on Saturday 15th March, 9am to 4pm.  A warm welcome, a 

hot drink, biscuits and all equipment await you – and you can choose your task. If you 

plan a long time ahead, the autumn Shoreham Shine is on 11th October.  

Other events in the pipeline include Shoreham’s famous Duck Race on Sunday 11th 

May. This takes a lot of organising and a special sub-committee will plan it. The picnics 

that the Shoreham Society arranged over the last three years were such fun that we’ve 

decided to carry on! So, on Saturday 21st June, there is to be a Midsummer Picnic on 

the Rec, with music and entertainment. Please get in touch if you’d like to help or if you 

have ideas to contribute to the day. 

We didn’t have a wildlife walk last year, so there will be an Orchid Walk at the end of 

May or early June, date to be confirmed. On 4th-5th October, there will be an Art 

Exhibition in the Village Hall – for villagers to show their art, photography and crafts. 

Please email shorehamsociety@gmail.com if you (a) have any ideas for future events 

that you would like to see in the village, or (b) if you would be interested in helping to 

organise events or help out on the day.  

We’d also love you just to join and support us – please email us for a form – it costs £5 

for singles or £10 per year for households. 

And of course, we continue to be alert to threats to the village, to the Darent Valley and 

to its environment, which is the core part of our mission. A long time ago, we were in 

the forefront of the - sadly unsuccessful – campaign to stop the M25 passing through the 

parish. These threats are ever present and we are always ready to respond. 

Have a good year! 

John Saynor, Chair (shorehamsociety@gmail.com) 
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TRACKS IN THE SNOW 

The magic of freshly fallen snow offers a perfect canvas to 

uncover the secret movements of birds and mammals. Following 

their tracks provides insights into how these animals move 

around and use areas for feeding and resting. With a little 

attention, you can identify a variety of species, including 

nocturnal creatures rarely spotted in person.   

Keep an eye out for fox tracks, which resemble those of a dog 

but are more oval in shape. Foxes tend to travel in a purposeful 

way, while dogs move around much more randomly.   

Both foxes and cats leave a straight line of pawprints because each back foot tends to 

overlap with where the front foot was on the previous step. Since cats have retractable 

claws, their tracks usually lack claw marks, making them easy to distinguish from fox’s. 

You might be surprised to find signs of deer. Look for small cloven hoof prints and 

telltale signs like nibbled rose bushes, which reveal their browsing habits. 

Birds leave plenty of evidence as well. Look for pied wagtail tracks, which are slender 

and linear due to their running motion. These birds sometimes leave faint marks where 

their long tails brush the snow. Magpie tracks, while larger, can also feature tail marks 

and reflect their curious, exploring nature. Meanwhile, thrushes, finches, and robins 

hop rather than walk, leaving paired tracks that hint at their foraging behaviour.   

THE NIGHT SKY 

The night sky is a vital, shared resource for all life on Earth, yet the increasing spread of 

artificial lighting has obscured the stars and altered how we experience the night. For 

most of human history, people lived under a vast, starry sky - one that inspired countless 

advances in science, shaped religious beliefs, and fuelled the imagination of artists, 

philosophers, and writers.  

Today, the natural darkness of the sky, once a universal experience, is fading from 

memory, and many of the youngest generations may never fully know its wonder. 

Evidence shows that artificial light at night has negative effects on wildlife including 

amphibians, birds, mammals, insects and even plants. Wildlife, such as birds, bats, and 

moths, rely on darkness for migration, navigation, and feeding. Light pollution can 

disorient these species, leading to population declines and disturbed ecosystems. Sixty 

percent of insects are active at night, and it's estimated that one-third of those drawn to 

artificial light die as a consequence. Each year, millions of birds lose their lives during 

migration after becoming disoriented and fatigued from circling and colliding with 

brightly lit buildings.  

A recent study, conducted over two decades in Chicago, revealed the significant impact 

of light pollution on birds and how reducing it can make a difference. By dimming half 

the windows in a building during nighttime, the researchers observed a remarkable 

reduction in bird collisions—11 times fewer during spring migration and six times fewer 

in the autumn. In total, the study estimates that this simple change lowered bird fatalities 
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by 60%. For humans, exposure to excessive artificial light can disrupt circadian rhythms, 

impacting sleep quality and contributing to health issues like insomnia and stress.  

In the UK, efforts to combat light pollution are gaining momentum. Practical solutions, 

such as shielded, energy-efficient lighting that reduces sky glow, are being put in place 

along with the obvious solution of turning lights off.   

By safeguarding our dark skies, we can support wildlife and ensure that we can all stand 

beneath a canopy of stars, undimmed by modern life. 

Andrea Gilpin andrea@cfga.org.uk   www.caringforgodsacre.org.uk 

SHOREHAM ALLOTMENTS ASSOCIATION 

If you are interested in taking on an Allotment, we will be holding an Open Morning at 

the Allotments on Saturday 22nd February from 11am till 1pm. 

Please come and see the plots that are currently available to rent (at very reasonable 

prices) in sizes to suit all requirements. 

Just think you could be harvesting your own grown organic veg, fruit and flowers later 

this year! 

Hope to see you then. 

Jeremy Tooley, Secretary 

SHOREHAM VILLAGE DIARY FOR FEBRUARY 2025 

Tuesday 4 WI Guide Dog Puppy Training talk Village Hall 1pm 

Friday 7 Coffee and Chat Church Room          10.30am 

Sunday 9 Revd Diane’s Farewell Party Church Room   3.30pm 

Tuesday 11 Board Game Evening Samuel Palmer            from 5pm 

Wednesday 12 Over 60s Ann Ball: Return of Verney Lovett Cameron from Africa 

Village Hall 2pm 

Thursday 13 WI Community Coffee Morning Village Hall 10am 

Friday 21 Historical Society: new Lullingstone Roman Villa discoveries 

    Village Hall 8pm 

Saturday 22 Allotments Open Morning  Allotments 11am 

Wednesday 26 Over 60s Kathie Foster: The importance of dormice 

         Village Hall 2pm 

Thursday 27-Saturday 1 March Shoreham Village Players 

Every Brilliant Thing Village Hall   7.30pm 
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SHOREHAM GAZETTE 

Do take a good look at our adverts for local services. The Stag is updated every month 

with their latest stage and screen productions.   

Donations are welcome to Ken Fowler, who heads the distribution team, or by bank 

transfer to SHOREHAM P C C Sort code 090155 Account number 00193703. Please 

reference your name and gazette. 

Copy for March Gazette by 18th February to shorehamgazette@gmail.com 

Word attachment in Times New Roman 10 and single spacing, please. 

Editor Anna Fischel shorehamgazette@gmail.com 

Distribution Ken Fowler 79 High Street TN14 7TB      01959 522365 

Advertising Julie Carder julieshoreham@gmail.com        07415 209432 

Postal Gazettes Pauline Clark paulineshoreham@gmail.com 
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Shoreham Village Hall 
Weddings . Parties . 
Lectures . Societies . 

Functions . Meetings. 
Free WiFi 

To check availability: 
https://shorehamvillagehall.co.uk/hal 
lbooking/ 
Bookings by email only: 
bookings@shorehamvillagehall.co.uk 

Shoreham Pavilion Available for Hire 
A fully accessible, beautiful, wooden building 
with central reception space, kitchen and 
changing rooms set overlooking the school 
playing fields and Spellers’ Wood. 

The facility is ideal for evening or weekend 
events, adult or children’s learning or music 
groups, and as a meeting room for social 
groups. The Changing Rooms are available
to hire separately in conjunction with use of 
the field. 

For all enquiries, please contact the 
School Office on 01959 522228. 

SHOREHAM VILLAGE PLAYERS 

Are you interested in acting, singing, 
directing, lighting & sound, stage 
design & construction, costumes… 
having a lot of fun and making
friends for life? 

THEN COME AND JOIN US! 

Email: 
shorehamvillageplayers@gmail.com 

Or call Janet Heuston on: 
01959 523 979 

Shoreham & Otford CC 
offers: 

• Saturday and Sunday men’s cricket
• We play in divisions 1, 4 and 8 of the Kent County Village League

• Women’s cricket
•  Junior coaching for boys & girls age 7-15 from April - July

• Winter nets at St Michael’s School
• The ground and pavilion can be hired, call Laurence for details

 NEW MEMBERS WELCOME

www.socc.uk
Find us on Instagram: @shorehamotfordcc Or Facebook: shoreham-otford-cricket-club 

And you can even search for Shoreham Otford Cricket on Youtube

Contact: Laurence Cooper • 07950 436009
Email - Seniors Men: sandoccavailabilities@gmail.com 

Juniors: chrispollard_1@yahoo.com
Women: niceynz@gmail.com



Contact Sophie Marsh on
01959 525656/07752 164452

sophie@darenthulme.co.uk
darenthulme.co.uk

Darent Hulme, Shacklands Rd.
Shoreham, Kent TN14 7TU

Self-contained 
detached 
barn, offering 
comfortable and 
quietly stylish 
accommodation

BED & BREAKFAST

Darent Hulme Barn 

SHOREHAM 
ALLOTMENTS 
ASSOCIATION 
Grow your own! 

Annual rents 
• Full plot £25
• Half plot £15

• Quarter plot £10
Membership Secretary

Vannessa Hills 
v.hills098@gmail.com






