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All Seasons
Gardening
Hedge Cutting • Tree Work
Ground & Garden Clearance
Regular One-off Tidy-ups
All Jobs Considered
Green Waste
Licence Holder

01732
463669

GUTTERS CLEARED & REPAIRED
Conservatories, Fascias, Soffits
cleaned & rejuvenated!
Affordable rates – fully insured
For a quote contact Jeremy Steer
01959 525347 or 07831 214815
e: jeremysteer2@gmail.com

Shoreham Emergency Plan
All major emergencies are dealt with by the emergency services. However, there may be
times such as power cuts, snow and ice, flooding or storms where the emergency services
are not required. These conditions can make life challenging for more vulnerable people
such as the elderly, infirm, disabled, sick or even someone who maybe heavily pregnant or
with young children.
If you'd like to be on the list either permanently or temporarily, or you know someone who
would, then please contact Sarah Moon, the Parish Clerk on 0791 2611048 or via email at
clerk2012@shorehamparishcouncil.gov.uk . If you are giving the details of another person
please ensure you have their permission and agreement.

01732 450111

Cricket
Tennis
Hockey
Rugby
Running

(New Running Gait Analysis)

Garden Games

10, LONDON ROAD, SEVENOAKS TN13 1AJ (OPPOSITE THE STAG THEATRE)
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SERVICES IN MARCH
Services in March
2nd March - Ash Wednesday
10am Ash Wednesday service in church with imposition of ashes
6th March - Lent 1
9am Breakfast@Church
6pm Communion in church
13th March - Lent 2
9am Communion in church
10am Sunday Worship on Zoom
20th March - Lent 3
10am Communion with choir in church
6pm Evening Prayer
27th March - Mothering Sunday
9am Communion in church (BCP)
10am Mothering Sunday service in church
LENT IN (4)6 OBJECTS
Inspired by Neil MacGregor’s BBC Radio 4 series A History of the World in 100
Objects, Gordon Giles, a Canon at Rochester Cathedral, has written a book, which
explores Lent in 46 objects, that you can find around the home (At Home in Lent, BRF,
2018).
I thought this was an intriguing idea, so as we begin our Lent journey, I have picked
6 of these objects, one for each week of Lent, to help us reflect during this time.
A Front Door We probably don’t give this much thought but a front door is for
keeping people out and for welcoming people into our homes. Lent is a time of selfreflection, like taking our car for a service or MOT, it is a time of spiritual maintenance.
How open are the doors of our heart?
Baggage Like many people, I aim to travel light but it never seems to work. Lent is
like a kind of journey. We might not have to check in or pack our stuff in a suitcase but
it is good to think what we might need, or want, to carry with us on this spiritual journey.

3

Valley View Joinery Limited
Cabinet Makers

Bespoke & purpose made joinery. Manufactures of replacement wooden sash
windows, box frames, double glazed wooden windows, doors & driveway gates.
We also specialize in period mouldings, skirting & architraves to match
existing designs or tailor made to your specifications.
Lower Austin Lodge Farm Upper Austin Lodge Road, Eynsford, Dartford, Kent DA4 0HT

MOBILE: 07598 863040
Email: valleyviewjoinery@gmail.com • www.valleyviewjoineryltd.co.uk

Shoreham Village Stores

Mon – Sat
7am – 8pm

Sunday
8am – 6pm

A True Mini-Supermarket
Free Delivery
Post Office Tues & Thurs 9 – 3:30pm
Thusyanthan Nadarajah – 35 High St 01959

522 018

Do we travel light, or do we lug behind us a huge bag with a ‘Caution Heavy’ tag
attached? Jesus said, “Come to me, all of you who are weary and carrying heavy burdens
and I will give you rest.”
Shoes Apparently the average person, living until 80, will walk about 110,000 miles
(5 times around the Earth’s equator, halfway to the moon), in their lifetime. Most of those
miles will be walked in shoes. But we are born and die with bare feet, shoes are only for
the journey. Perhaps next time we put on a pair of shoes, we can think about where they
will travel, how far and why.
Spectacles One of the first things many of us do when we get up, is to put our specs
on. We hardly notice we have them on for the rest of the day but without them we would
struggle. They give us physical sight. Maybe during Lent, we can pray for spiritual (in)
sight too, as we think about our hopes, motivations, desires, the way we live and the kind
of people we want to be.
Computer I don’t know if you have ever tried to destroy a corrupt, damaged, or failing
hard disk of a computer … I’ve tried hammer and water … but they are surprising
difficult to destroy. Fortunately, when we become damaged or we do things wrong, God
doesn’t take a hammer to us but forgives, restores, renews us with gentleness and love.
Enabling anyone to start anew at any time. In what part of your life do you need a new
start this Lent?
Alarm Clock Many church spires are topped by a weathercock. A reminder of Peter’s
denial of Jesus (‘before the cock crows 3 times …’) but the significance of the cock’s
crow, is its function heralding in a new day. In other words, an alarm clock. Mornings
are not my best time but whatever I’m feeling, I try to say this from the service of
Morning Prayer: As we rejoice in the gift of this new day, so may the light of your
presence, O God, set our hearts on fire with love for you, now and forever. And never is
that prayer more relevant than at the end of our journey through Lent, as we awake to the
new life, hope and love that Easter Day brings.
Revd Diane

Revd Dr.Diane Rees
The Vicarage, Station Road, Shoreham TN14 7SA
revdrdi@outlook.com 01959 522363
(Usual parish days Friday to Monday)

5

Visit Castle Farm for local farm foods, fresh eggs, ice cream,
seasonal produce, home decorations & thoughtful gifts.
Tuesday – Saturday: 9am – 5pm.
Sunday & Bank Hols: 10am – 5pm. Closed on Mondays.

Order online for beautifully wrapped Gifts &
Hampers to be sent nationwide.
www.castlefarmkent.co.uk

01959 523219

www.peterwilsondecoraang.com

All Types of Internal and External
Decoraaon
email: enquiries@peterwilsondecoraang.com

or call: 01622 872579
ape 100mm x 65mm.docx

Specialists in the investigation and treatment of:
Woodworm • Dry Rot • Rising Dampness
Structural Waterproofing

Gulliver Timber Treatments have spent over 40 years
providing first-rate services to our clients.
For a survey contact us on:
Tel:
01959 524966
Email: enquiries@gullivertt.co.uk
Web: www.gullivertt.co.uk
Members of:
Property Care Association (BWPDA)

Guarantee Protection Insurance Ltd
Newton Specialist Basement Contractor

SHOREHAM CHURCH IN THE MEDIA

www.shorehamchurchkent.org

Here you can find copies of the Sunday service sheets and video recordings. Contact
details, Make a donation, information regarding the opening of the Church and the most
recent issue of the Gazette.
https://www.facebook.com/groups/ShorehamChurch
Wedding information

shorehamkentchurchweddings@gmail.com

GAZETTE COPY
Copy for the April Gazette should be send to shorehamgazette@gmail.com by 20th
March as a word attachment in Times New Roman 10 and single spacing.
POSTAL GAZETTE
You may order and pay
paulineshoreham@gmail.com

for

a

postal

Gazette

from

Pauline

Clark

APPLICATION FOR ENROLMENT ON THE CHURCH ELECTORAL ROLL
THE PARISH OF ST PETER AND ST PAUL SHOREHAM KENT 2022
The only people who need to fill in a 2022 application form are those who have recently
moved into the parish, joined the church or reached the age of 16 or have decided they
would like to be on the Electoral Roll so that they can take a full part in the life and
running of the church, including the Annual Parish Church Meeting on Sunday 24 th April
2022.
Forms can be found in the back of the Church, on the church website
www.shorehamchurchkent.org or by applying to shorehamchurch7@gmail.com
If you have any problems please approach the Electoral Roll Officer Ann Ball who will
be pleased to help you. Shorehamchurch7@gmail.com The form to be returned by
Saturday 9 April 2022. by email shorehamchurch7@gmail.com or deliver to Ann Ball at
Oxbourne View, Mill Lane, TN14 7TP.
CHURCH CREAM TEAS:
For the past two years we have been unable to provide these popular afternoon teas on
each Sunday afternoon in August and the first Sunday in September. They have in the
past made a valued contribution to church running costs but been extremely popular
social events. It would be good to look forward to these again but the viability does
depend on recruiting the help needed. Each week in the past we have been able to offer
a choice from 4 – 5 home baked cakes and 3 dozen home baked scones! Many of the
bakers and helpers who have been involved over almost 20 years are no longer able to
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Otford based Private Hire Taxi
for pre-booked trips:
 Airports (we meet you in the Terminal)
 Hospital visits (wait and return)
 Cruise Terminals (luggage no problem)
 London
 Days Out (golf, seaside etc)
Ring Simon for a quote 07956 808747
Email taxi@otford.net
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WWW.PLAXTOLPEST.CO.UK
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contribute to the extent they have in the past. So I am now asking for HELP. Please
might you be able to:
 Provide a cake / cakes or scones
 Help serving
 Help setting up and clearing tables and organizing washing up: there is now a
dishwasher!
 Provide freezer space for the duration
Help from teenage young people is greatly appreciated as well as from any villager.
The experience might give a younger person confidence to apply for weekend and
holiday work in hospitality when they are old enough to apply!
Lesley Spence lesleyspence@aol.com
01959 525259
GILL HITCHCOCK
We are very sad to announce that on 3rd February, Gill Hitchcock, our much-loved Mum,
Granny, Great Granny, sister and friend to so many, passed away. Gill moved to
Shoreham in 1958 when she married Frank where she stayed until the last couple of years
of her life when she needed additional care in Gloucester House in Sevenoaks. Gill was
involved in many aspects of village life and will be most remembered for her
commitment to the Church. She was a very active member of the choir, she was the
brains behind the cream tea fundraising initiative, arranged flowers, was a member of
the PCC and devoted much of her life and time to all aspects of the Church.
We would like to extend an invitation to everybody who knew Mum to come to her
memorial service on Monday 7th March 2022 at 3.00pm in Shoreham Church and stay
for a cup of tea and some cake in the Church afterwards. Gill requested that we all wear
bright clothes for the service.
We would like to thank everyone who has been in touch for their kind messages of
support and condolence as we come to terms with our loss.
Sally, James and Jane and all the Hitchcock Family
SHOREHAM SOCIETY
It’s great to be planning events for the Village again!
MAKE SHOREHAM SHINE
Sunday 13th March, 10.00 until13.00
Our Village clean up day will be even shinier than usual thanks to a generous bequest
from Susan Horsfield. At last, we have our own tools and equipment: brooms, secateurs,
loppers, gloves, trowels, handforks, kneelers and more. As always, you just need to turn
up to the Village Hall and choose the type of work that suits you and perhaps your family
best. All volunteers will be warmly welcomed.
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Shoreham Village School

You will be warmly welcomed at Shoreham Village School.

Shoreham Village School
Please contact us on:
You will be warmly welcomed at Shoreham Village School. Please contact us on:
01959522228
522228
or office@shoreham.kent.sch.uk
01959
or office@shoreham.kent.sch.uk
JoinShoreham
ShorehamVillage
Village School
School today
today to
to experience
experience
Join
our:
our:
happy,caring,
caring, small
small and
and inclusive
inclusive environment
environment
• happy,
superb team
teamof
of dedicated
dedicated and
and nurturing
nurturing staff
staff
• superb
wonderful facilities
facilities including
including iPads,
iPads, extensive
extensive
• wonderful
grounds and
and an
an allotment
allotment
grounds
rangeof
of before
before and
and after-school
after-school clubs
clubs
• range

Shoreham Village School is a ‘Good’
‘Good’ School
Shoreham
School
“Teaching
good.
Teachers
ensure
that all …they
pupils
“Pupils
areisfully
engaged
in their
learning.
are set work
atlessons
the right
level
so they
achieve well.”
behave
well in
and
around
school

“Pupils
wellisacademically
andwell
make
a
“Pupils’achieve
behaviour
good. They are
mannered
positive
contribution
their future
lives.”
and polite,
and show in
respect
for others.”
Ofsted, April 2019
Ofsted, March 2015

For more information,
visit:information,
www.shorehamvillageschool.net
For more
visit: www.shorehamvillageschool.net

THE QUEEN’S PLATINUM JUBILEE
Sunday 5th June from 12.00
The Big Picnic – with added extras! This will be a free event, so we want to see the whole
Village at the Recreation Ground. The planning is still in the early stages so, if you have
any ideas for events or attractions, then do get in touch. The next planning meeting is on
Tuesday March 22nd at the Village Hall at 19.30.
The Duck Race will be happening in May, so you can start designing your ducks now. I
can already see a few Royal ducks sailing down the river.
Nature walks are planned. Timings for these can be difficult to predict as the optimum
times depend so much on how the Spring develops. We will give as much publicity as
we can for these.
SHOREHAM STATION NEWS
The Darent Valley Community Rail Partnership (DVCRP) is pressing ahead with plans
for renovation of Shoreham Station. A feasibility study for opening up the station for
passengers and visitors has been prepared and funding is being sought for renovations. In
the meantime, a new cast iron planter is being delivered soon and helpers are sought to
plant it up and brighten up the station. A really good piece of news is that the go-ahead
has been given for a path down the side of Church Field, so that in future you won’t have
to walk in the road. Work is expected to begin in the Spring. And with better weather
coming, why not leave the car behind, save some carbon and take a trip by train? The
trains run every 30 minutes, seven days a week from early till very late. You can go to
Otford and Sevenoaks and change there to get to the rest of Kent, or you can take a trip
direct to Blackfriars for a visit to London’s South Bank
Chris Euman and John Saynor. Co-chairs, Shoreham Society
GREEN HEAT STUDY LAUNCH!
It was a cold, wet and windy evening but a remarkable number of interested and
enthusiastic residents turned out for our Feasibility Study Launch on 15 th February.
Bill Lattimer, Chair of the Heat Network Committee, introduced the event by
emphasising the ‘musts’:
 Technical factors - are there accessible sources of heat underground?
 Economic factors - can heat be delivered at an affordable price?
 Likely community take up – will there be enough homes signing up?
Jonathan Histed, Chair of Shoreham Parish Council, provided some fascinating
background. Far from heat pumps being a recent innovation, their history goes right back
to the 19th century while underfloor central heating goes back to the Romans. The
engineering required builds on many years of progress.
BHESCo, the consultants running the Feasibility Study on behalf of the Parish Council,
outlined how they will assess the viability of a low carbon village-wide heating scheme.
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the finest handcrafted joinery
Windows, Doors & Gates, Conservatories
Interiors, Commercial, Survey & Design
Newlands joinery are suppliers of the finest
joinery and bespoke joinery within
the Kent area. We pride ourselves on our
craftmanship, expertise, knowledge and
customer satisfaction. All of which are among
some of the most important things to us.
To find out more head over to our website
or give us a call.

01959 522981
info@newlandsjoinery.com
www.newlandsjoinery.com
Kent Barn, Filston Farm, Filston Lane
Shoreham Kent TN14 5JU
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Their work will be supported by engineers from RINA and expert hydrogeologists. You
may well spot some of these specialists wearing yellow jackets around the village.
Alan Davies outlined a parallel insulation initiative by your Heat Network Committee
on how to improve the energy efficiency of our homes. His thermal camera pictures made
very clear how some of us are doing a very good job of keeping the streets warm! Owners
of listed buildings encounter particular challenges in insulating their homes and working
together is likely to be useful. Those who would like to join Alan on this important
project, please get in touch with him via in.greenheatingshoreham@gmail.com
The most important part of the evening involved the forest of hands that went up for the
Q&A. Do send any other questions you have to greenheatingshoreham@gmail.com. A
Q&A summary will be sent to everyone on our contact list and a selection will go on our
Green Heating section of the Parish Council website. If you’re interested in the project
but haven’t yet given us your contact details, please do so by sending us an email.
The success of this project depends on your input, which will include energy data from
as many residents as possible via a questionnaire to be issued shortly. Your interest,
enthusiasm
and
support
are
vital.
Please
stay
in
touch
at
greenheatingshoreham@gmail.com
Bill Lattimer, Peter Kasch, Nick Copeman, Sarah Newman, Mike and Heather Sillitoe,
Alan and Debbie Davies
OUR CHURCHYARD
Headstones
We have some very interesting headstones in the Churchyard and an excellent map by
Neil Powell is fastened in the church porch should you be seeking some well known
village residents headstones. My details are up in the porch if you see a visitor trying to
find a headstone. Kay Topham and her family commissioned a very splendid headstone
for Fiona Topham and her father Rex Topham which is on the east side of the churchyard
and well worth seeking out and there is another one coming soon by Memorials by
Artists.
Report from “Caring for God’s acre”
Spring has arrived and many churchyards will be adorned with the lemon petals of
primroses which mainly bloom between March and May. These delicate harbingers of
spring are native to Britain and are found all over the UK. The name derives from the
Latin prima rosa meaning ‘first rose’ of the year (even though it is not related to what
we’d call a rose today).
In various counties it goes by a variety of charming names such as Golden Stars, Butter
Rose (referring to its colour) - and Lent Rose, Early Rose and Darling of April. Some are
pink - a variant which appears in about one in 1,000 plants. Primroses provide a valuable
nectar source early in the season which is increasingly important as our milder winters
are causing pollinators to emerge earlier (when there are fewer flowers for them to feed
from). Look out for butterflies such as Brimstone and Small tortoiseshell which
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HolidayCottage
Cottage -- Yorkshire
Yorkshire Dales
Holiday
Dales
Idylliclocation
locationin– Wensleydale
Idyllic
Wensleydale

3 bedroomssleeps6/7.
6/7.Enclosed
Enclosedgarden
garden
3 bedrooms
- sleeps
Dogs
and children
welcome
Off-road
parking
Off-road
parking
Dogs
welcome
Contact Steve Birkin
Contact Steve Birkin
01959 523071
birkins78@gmail.com
Or birkins78@gmail.com
www.overdalecottage.co.uk

Sarah Willsey MCFHP MAFHP
Foot Health Professional

Mobile Foot Health Professional service in the comfort of
your own home
TREATMENTS
• Corns & calluses
• Hard skin
• Verrucas
• Ingrown toe nails
• Thickened fungal nails
• Cracked heels
• Toe nail cutting and care
• Diabetic and High Risk Foot Care and Advice

PRICES
£40 first appointment
£37 follow up
£35 over 65 first appointment
£32 over 65 follow up

Clinic: 01622 438550
Mobile: 07500 041535
Email: sarah@yourhealthyfeet.co.uk
Web: www.yourhealthyfeet.co.uk

Need help with
I.T. issues ?
contact
Andrew
Prosphero - IT Support

Award winning sparkling and
For professional and
friendly advice and support
for home and business use

ALL

still wines grown locally in Shoreham
t. 01732 742454
m. 07957 648461
andrew@prosphero.co.uk

01959 524008
www.themountvineyard.co.uk

BUILDING WORK
HOME IMPROVEMENT
& LANDLORD REFURBISHMENT

Call us

020 8857 8100

Mobile: 07930 634778

E: oﬃce@build1st.co.uk

KITCHENS & BATHROOMS / EXTENSIONS
CONVERSION / LOFTS /

Committed to Excellence

HOME OFFICE / SUMMERHOUSE

More >

B u i l d 1 s t .co.uk

Brickwork
Plastering
Re-Pointing
Foundations
Rendering
Roofing
Gutters
Soffits
Drainage
Fencing
Flooring
Tiling
Decoration
Driveways
Paving

overwinter as adults, along with the Hairy-footed flower bee, moths and other pollinating
insects.
Primroses reproduce naturally in the wild by dropping seed with a fatty morsel attached
(an elaiosome). The seeds attract ants that carry them away to eat. The ants then discard
the more important kernel thereby aiding seed dispersal and the spread of these beautiful
flowers
Andrea Gilpin andrea@cfga.org.uk ww.caringforgodsacre.org.uk
SHOREHAM AND DISTRICT HISTORICAL SOCIETY
On 18th February members expected an illustrated talk on “Doodlebugs over Kent in
1944”. Instead the village had a minor inconvenience with wind felled trees and power
cuts. With no electricity in the Village Hall the meeting the meeting was cancelled. We
hope to have the speaker next year.
The Annual General Meeting will be on 18th March in the Village Hall from 7.30pm
followed by Jonathan Fenner talking on “Maritime Kent” A new member on the
Committee would be welcome.
Details of the forthcoming programme for 2022, a June outing and a July summer tea
party will be available at the Annual General Meeting.
Annual subscription of £8 will be due at the meeting – quite a bargain
Lynda Alleeson
AT THE SIGN OF THE GEORGE
With The George Inn due to re-open soon, it seems a good time to look back at the history
of this venerable village landmark. The pub’s name goes back to at least 1707, when The
George was listed as a licensed alehouse in the diary of Paul D’Aranda, a local magistrate
and landowner. The building may have been put up around 1500 and early on was
occupied by the Petleys, Shoreham’s dominant farming family at the time. Still doubling
as a farmhouse, The George became an inn in 1675.
The occupier of The George in 1707 was William Pearch, and a descendant, Jane Pearch,
married into the Willmott family, soon to make their name in Shoreham as holders of the
paper mill. Her husband, William Willmott, already owned paper and corn mills at
Sundridge. According to his will of 1775, another property was “my freehold messuage
or tenement… being in Shoreham… known by the name or sign of The George”. He left
a share of its income to the woman who may have brought it to him in the first place –
his wife Jane – and the freehold to his daughter Mary.
At that time, The George was tenanted by William Young but it was the Day family who
took it into the 19th century. By now The George was almost an early village hall, such
were the number of important gatherings held there. Parish officials from the church
Vestry would “adjourn to The George” when it was too cold to meet in the church. A
meeting at The George in 1838 planned the end of the ancient tithe system of raising
church money. In 1902 it hosted a public dinner to mark the end of the Boer War. Less
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MAT & REFORMER CLASSES
PRIVATE TUITION
SPORTS CONDITIONING
REHABILITATION

Mandy Cohen
Registered Osteopath and Massage Therapist

THE STUDIO
now at the Education Centre, Coolings Nurseries,
Rushmore Hill, Knockholt. TN14 7NN

Tel: 01959 562192 or 07799 534191
www.pilatesinsevenoaks.co.uk

Sue Wickes

Crown Enterprise
16 High Street
Seal
TN15 0AJ
Telephone: 07799066613

	
  

	
  

Rated Outstanding by OFSTED,
Shoreham Village Pre-school, offers
a happy, safe and stimulating
environment for your little one to
start their education.

Soft
Furnishings
and Alterations

Contact Michelle Philbrick
T: 01959 52 55 77
E: shoreham.preschool@yahoo.com
W: www.shoreham.kent.sch.uk

Tel : 01322 864967
Mobile : 07793 962295

chimney sweep

Working chimneys should be
swept at least once a year.
This will maintain your fire's
efficiency and more importantly
reduce the likelihood of a chimney
fire, which can result from a build
up of soot and creosote.

Reliable • Professional • Clean & tidy

Chimney Safety Certificate Issued

D av i d Fa i r m a n

Public Liability Insurance

Traditional methods
Open fires • Woodburners
Agas • Inglenooks

Member of Institute of Chimney Sweeps

Appointment times
convenient to you

call 07949 072949

Chim_A5.indd 1

1/6/09 21:48:26

grandly, The George was the HQ of the Rat and Sparrow Club: people killed sparrows
in gardens and rats in corn stacks, and brought in the heads and tails to vie for prizes.
The contest continued into the 1920s.
The Summerfield family ran The George for much of the 20th century, with a taxi and
car-repair service attached. It was Jack Summerfield who recalled two German airmen
stopping off at The George after their bomber crashed near Castle Farm in 1940.
James Saynor

OVER 60’S
Wednesday 9th March. Poetry with Kath in the Village hall at 2.15pm
Wednesday 23rd March. Greyhound Rescue with Lesley in the Village Hall at
2.15pm

CITIZENS ADVICE
We are already helping an increasing number of clients who are finding it hard to make
ends meet. If you are having trouble paying for essentials – Council Tax, rent, gas and
electricity – do get in touch.
In response to COVID19 Sevenoaks Citizens Advice has changed how the service is
delivered. We still cannot give advice face to face, so there is no drop-in service, or
Otford outreach. You can ring us on the new freephone number 0808 278 7810 (10am3pm, Monday-Friday) or email: advice@nwkent.cab.org.uk. There is extensive up-todate information on all other issues on the Citizens Advice public website
www.citizensadvice.org.uk.
Kate Britten
FURTHER MEMORIES OF MY FATHER’S WAR.
My father John and a few others from his battalion who survived the battle of Cambrai
were taken prisoner and for about six weeks were forced to clear up the battlefield,
burying bodies and filling in trenches etc.
When they had finished this gruesome task, John became ill with diphtheria, so he was
taken to a hospital in Germany. He told us it was not very pleasant to wake up each
morning to see ten or twenty cardboard boxes with dead bodies in surrounding you. One
of the Germans was constantly crying as it was his job to give anyone dying a jab to
hasten his passing.
The dreary days of captivity crawled by, food was extremely scarce for both guards and
prisoners, for example one horse’s head would be thrown into a pot of boiling water
and that would be food for all the prisoners. The bread they got with it was as dry as a
bone because it was made from potato flour and sawdust,
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When very few prisoners were left alive the Germans picked twenty or so walking cases
to be sent to an officer’s camp, John was one of them and had to look after five officers,
including the senior British officer. John had to cook the food from the parcels the
officers received from England although he did not have any cooking experience, he
managed. The ordinary ranks had to survive on German food and the occasional Red
Cross food parcel.
The treatment of Officers and non-commissioned men was completely different, Officers
imprisonment was notified to the War Office, but the ordinary ranks imprisonment was
not!
When John attempted to hit a German guard, he was put in a dark cell whose only light
came through a small hole whose cover was only removed once a day, when he was fed
on bread and water. However, when an Officer escaped and was recaptured, he was put
in a cell with many comforts. If a private tried to escape and was recaptured he would be
sent to work in the salt mines, a virtual death sentence.
After the armistice was signed in 1918 the prisoners were released and my father landed
in Scotland on Christmas day 1918, and after a period of quarantine was allowed to go
home. He was uncertain what to do for a living but eventually started his own haulage
and building material business, which was very successful, eventually being nationalised
in 1951. John and his wife retired to the Isle of Wight in 1960 and had a very happy
retirement dying on his birthday in 1981.
John Lyons
SHOREHAM VILLAGE SCHOOL
Cameron Class had a marvellous day out in London in early February. After walking
through Trafalgar Square, they spent the day in the National Gallery, studying two
contrasting paintings: ‘The Ship of Fools II’ by the African-American artist Kehinde
Wiley and ‘Shipwreck on a Stormy Sea’ by Claude-Joseph Vernet. We took some time
to wander through the impressionist galleries and just soak up the beautiful artworks by
Van Gogh, Suerat, Renoir and Monet, to name a few. The children were really inspired,
particularly by the works of Kehinde Wiley and enjoyed watching his video exhibition
‘Prelude’.
What a treat it was to have a visitor in school, delivering our hands-on Judaism Day this
week. Barton Class were introduced to some religious items of Judaism, including, a
skull cap, prayer shawl and shofar, they sang a song and played a game. Palmer Class
handled various artefacts and learned about the Jewish Passover and had items of food
to try, such as lettuce, egg, parsley and a mixture of apple, raisins, honey and juice.
Moore Class and Cameron Class learned about Passover and the parting of the Red Sea
and saw a 100 year old wooden plough and a selection of hand tools.
We are very lucky to have wonderful support from our families who set up and ran an
incredible Harry Potter Day for all of the children. I think that every child in the school
will remember their experiences on that day for a long time to come. The Hall was
transformed to the Banqueting Hall in Hogwarts and the sorting hat selected Houses for
each of our House Captains, who were jolly good sports. The children then had the
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opportunity to participate in a variety of activities with their housemates from across the
school, as well as enjoying a drink and snack provided by FOSS. The dressing up efforts
were superb and as well as a fair number of Harry Potters, we had a Dobby, a Dolores
Umbridge and a Lord Voldermort as well as a few Weasleys!
Mrs Gillian Lovatt-Young, Headteacher
TALES FROM THE HILL
I kind of know I am going to get into trouble writing this piece, but here goes. Listening
to what my generation call pop music I am reminded of an oft repeated quotation by
Robert Schumann.” In order to compose all you need to do is remember a tune nobody
else has thought of.” Moving on 200 years somebody said about rapping.” If you could
hear the words it might greatly benefit without the music.
There seem to be more humorous quotations on the subject of music than any other
subject. Frank Zappa the master of musical funnies.” All good music has been written
by people with wigs and stuff.” The most scathing was from the pen of Charles
Baudelaire “I love Wagner but the music I prefer is that of a cat hung up by it’s tail
outside a window and trying to stick to the panes of glass with it’s claws.”
Of course the supreme master of musical quotes was Sir Thomas Beecham—“There are
two golden rules for an orchestra, start together and finish together, the public don’t give
a damn what happens in between.” Who can disagree with Stravinsky? “Too many pieces
of music finish too long after the end.”
Many years ago I was browsing in Staves record shop in London when the unmistakeable
figure of Sir Adrian Boult walked up to the counter. Have you got my latest recording of
Vaughn Williams? I had to inform the great man that I did not know as I did not work in
Staves. While the assistant searched for the record Sir Adrian said to me.” I only want to
see how my picture on the record sleeve turned out. “We then had a brief conversation
about how sad it was that Staves was shutting down. He was though, happy with his
picture on the cover. In his lifetime Sir Adrian sat for 67 portraits.
When I was a little boy I told my dad when I grow up I want to be a musician, my dad
replied.” You can’t do both my son.”
John Bovington For Olli
SHOREHAM PARISH COUNCIL
I am delighted to be the new Clerk in your beautiful village and look forward to meeting
you at the Full Council meetings which are held on the first Wednesday of every month
or at the Annual Parish Meeting on 13 April 2022.
Members have discussed various issues at the Parish Council Meetings in 2022 and here
are a few highlights.



Electric vehicle charge (EVC) point in the Filston Lane car park.
2022/23 Budget was agreed.
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 Additional CCTV cameras to prevent fly tipping
 Update on the Heat Network Feasibility Study
 Resurfacing of the tennis court
 Tree survey
Agenda with supporting papers and minutes of meetings are available on the Parish
Council’s website. www.shorehamparishcouncil.gov.uk.
The freighter is next scheduled to visit Shoreham on Saturday 19 March. The 2022
schedule is on the Parish Council website. The Freighter cannot accept white goods,
washing machines, dishwashers, fridges, freezers, cookers, cast iron boilers or baths,
long metal poles, building materials, manure, large parts of engines or vehicles or
hazardous waste. These items cannot be accepted on the Saturday Freighter service and
must be taken to your nearest Household Waste Recycling Centre. Compostable garden
waste cannot be accepted.
Amanda Barlow, clerk2012@shorehamparishcouncil.gov.uk 07912 611048
SHOREHAM AGAINST FLY TIPPING
Shoreham Parish Council are teaming up with the Sevenoaks District Council
Environmental Enforcement Team to increase the chances of catching and prosecuting
the offenders.
We need homeowners with CCTV, wildlife cameras and even doorbell cameras with
either a direct or indirect view of the road, to come forward and form a Parish wide
network. Once we have the information of where cameras are located, their location will
be plotted onto a map. If there is an incident reported, only the owners of the cameras in
the vicinity will be contacted and given a time frame and any other relevant information,
so that they can check their footage for evidence.
This evidence will then be passed onto Enforcement to build a case to hopefully bring
about a prosecution. Many people post incidents of fly-tipping on social media sites such
as Facebook and YouTube, this is not the place to get something done about it. All flytipping incidents should be reported as soon as possible to Sevenoaks District Council
by phoning 01732 227000 or go online and report it at www.sevenoaks.gov.uk and
follow the REPORT link. Here you can upload pictures of the fly-tipping along with
additional information.
Residents are understandably fed up with the present situation. If we work together, we
should get fly-tipping cleared more efficiently and improve the chances of prosecuting
the fly-tippers. They treat our roads as dumping grounds, put road users in danger, blight
our countryside and cost innocent taxpayers money. Our network should discourage flytipping in the area and help prosecute those responsible. We need those people who have
cameras to come forward and build this network with us. Please email
clerk2012@shorehamparishcouncil.gov.uk with your name, address and telephone
number if you can help
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VILLAGE DIARY FOR MARCH 2022
Wednesday 2nd
Wednesday 9
Sunday 13
Friday 18th
Wednesday 23

Parish Council
Over 60s
Make Shoreham Shine
Historical Society AGM
Over 60s

Village Hall
7.30pm
Village Hall
2.15pm
Village Hall 10.00 – 13.00
Village Hall
7.30pm
Village Hall
2.15pm
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THE PILATES ROOM

MAT PILATES

TN14 7TB

07415 209432

REFORMER PILATES

•

•

BARRE

The Pilates Room is a peaceful Pilates Studio opposite
Shoreham Station, lovingly created by Advanced STOTT
Mat & Reformer Pilates teacher Phoebe.
The Pilates Room offers:
1-2-1

•

Private Groups

Pre & Post-Natal

•

•

Rehab

Studio & Online Classes
•

Athletic Conditioning

WINTER ONLINE COURSES

GIFT

December & January , £5/class.

Boutique Reformer Pilates
Studio in Shoreham

•

Breakfast Club Pilates (Mondays @ 8am)

•

Lunch Club Pilates (Wednesdays @ 1pm)

hello@phoebeharrisonstudio.com

•

vouchers
available

@ThePilatesRoomKent

Helping hard working,
health conscious people
to solve their frustrating
painful problems, regain
mobility and get back to
their active lives.
Discovery session available
Find out how we can help
no risk and no obligation

- call or visit website for details

at the Quadrangle, Shoreham

www.itosteopathy.co.uk
07738 017206
@itosteo

Back & Joint Pain ~ Muscular Aches & Pains ~ Injury Recovery & Prevention

SHOREHAM
ALLOTMENTS
ASSOCIATION
Grow your own!
Annual rents
• Full plot £25
• Half plot £15
Membership Secretary
Malcolm Folland
01959524893

Shoreham Village Hall
SHOREHAM VILLAGE PLAYERS
Are you interested in acting, singing,
directing, lighting & sound, stage
design & construction, costumes…
having a lot of fun and making
friends for life?
THEN COME AND JOIN US!
Email:
shorehamvillageplayers@gmail.com
Or call Janet Heuston on:
01959 523 979

Weddings . Parties .
Lectures . Societies .
Functions . Meetings.
Free WiFi

To check availability:
https://shorehamvillagehall.co.uk/hal
lbooking/
Bookings by email only:
bookings@shorehamvillagehall.co.uk

Shoreham Pavilion Available for Hire
A fully accessible, beautiful, wooden building
with central reception space, kitchen and
changing rooms set overlooking the school
playing fields and Spellers’ Wood.

The facility is ideal for evening or weekend
events, adult or children’s learning or music
groups, and as a meeting room for social
groups. The Changing Rooms are available
to hire separately in conjunction with use of
the field.

For all enquiries, please contact the
School Office on 01959 522228.

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Company formations
Company accounts
Corporation tax
Company secretarial
Dividends
Share agreements
Business plans

Yes Accounting Limited
John.cotter@yesaccounting.co.uk
t. 01732 760854 / 01732 760608

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Self-assessment
VAT - Cash - FRS
PAYE - RTI
Book keeping
Tax planning
Management accounts
Specialist advice

Certified Xero Partners
Beautiful online accounting software

Friendly, professional and efficient service. Call for a free consultation

Darent Hulme Barn
BED & BREAKFAST
Self-contained
detached
barn, offering
comfortable and
quietly stylish
accommodation

Contact Sophie Marsh on
01959 525656/07752 164452
sophie@darenthulme.co.uk
darenthulme.co.uk
Darent Hulme, Shacklands Rd.
Shoreham, Kent TN14 7TU

For friendly advice on all your
TV Aerial / Satellite requirements

Please Call:
01732 590246
01959 525884
07950 852021
email: sevenoaksaerials@btinternet.com

