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(New Running Gait Analysis)01732 450111
10, LONDON ROAD, SEVENOAKS TN13 1AJ  (OPPOSITE THE STAG THEATRE) Email: tim@batandballsports.co.uk

Cricket
Tennis
Hockey
Rugby

Running

Garden Games

 GUTTERS CLEARED & REPAIRED 
Conservatories, Fascias, Soffits 

cleaned & rejuvenated! 
Affordable rates – fully insured 

For a quote contact Jeremy Steer 
01959 525347 or 07831 214815 

e: jeremysteer2@gmail.com 

All Seasons  
Gardening

Hedge Cutting • Tree Work
Ground & Garden Clearance

Regular One-off Tidy-ups
All Jobs Considered

Green Waste 
Licence Holder

01732  
463669

Shoreham Emergency Plan 

All major emergencies are dealt with by the emergency services. However, there may be 
times such as power cuts, snow and ice, flooding or storms where the emergency services 
are not required. These conditions can make life challenging for more vulnerable people 
such as the elderly, infirm, disabled, sick or even someone who maybe heavily pregnant or 
with young children. 

If you'd like to be on the list either permanently or temporarily, or you know someone who 
would, then please contact Sarah Moon, the Parish Clerk on 0791 2611048 or via email at 
clerk2012@shorehamparishcouncil.gov.uk . If you are giving the details of another person 
please ensure you have their permission and agreement. 
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SERVICES AT ST. PETER AND ST. PAUL IN NOVEMBER 2020 
 
Friday Prayers 10am each week on Zoom. 
 
1st November - All Saints/ All Souls 
8.45am Service of Holy Communion in church (30 mins)  
10am Sunday worship for all via Zoom - you can join online or by phone. 
6pm Commemoration of the Departed - service in church, with an opportunity for 
reflection and lighting a candle in memory of your loved one. If someone you loved has 
died and you would like them to be remembered by name please write the name on the 
list inside the church door or let Bryan know (see below) 
 
8th November - Remembrance Sunday 
8.45am Holy Communion in church (30 mins) 
10am Sunday worship via Zoom … pausing at 10.30 for 15 minutes …  
10.45am Remembrance Sunday service in church (continuing on Zoom), finishing 
shortly after the two minute silence. 
 
15th November / 22nd November / 29th November - Sundays leading to Advent 
8.45am Service of Holy Communion in church 
10am Sunday worship for all via Zoom 
 
Who’s Who to contact about services 
~ Please contact Diane   revdrdi@outlook.com  or 01959 522363 for Zoom service 
details. 
~ For most Sunday services - Bryan at     the_harrises@btinternet.com    or 077 3322 
8408 
~ Remembrance Sunday only - Mike Robinson on 01959 525772. 
 
THE PCC 100 YEARS ON 

We are used to the concept of a Church of England Parish being run by the PCC 
(Parochial Church Council) but this institution is a relatively new one in the long history 
of the church. The first actual PCC meeting in Shoreham took place on November 19th, 
1920 at 7.30pm in the (Old) Vicarage … so 100 years on, I thought you might to know 
one or two things about our PCC, recently elected at our annual meeting … 
Ann became a member of the PCC in 2000. Over the last six years, as Deputy 
Churchwarden, Ann has been responsible for caring for the churchyard, including the 
establishment of the Garden of Remembrance. Ann is the church archivist and Editor of 
the Gazette since 2014.  



Valley View Joinery Limited
Cabinet Makers

Bespoke & purpose made joinery. Manufactures of replacement wooden sash  
windows, box frames, double glazed wooden windows, doors & driveway gates. 

We also specialize in period mouldings, skirting & architraves to match  
existing designs or tailor made to your specifications.

Lower Austin Lodge Farm  Upper Austin Lodge Road, Eynsford, Dartford, Kent  DA4 0HT

WORKS TEL: 01322 863243 • MOBILE: 07598 863040

Email: valleyviewjoinery@gmail.com  •  www.valleyviewjoineryltd.co.uk

SShhoorreehhaamm  VViillllaaggee  SSttoorreess  

MMoonn  ––  SSaatt              SSuunnddaayy  
77aamm  ––  88ppmm  88aamm  ––  66ppmm  

AA  TTrruuee  MMiinnii--SSuuppeerrmmaarrkkeett  
FFrreeee  DDeelliivveerryy  

Post Office Tues & Thurs 9 – 3:30pm 

TThhuussyyaanntthhaann  NNaaddaarraajjaahh  ––  3355  HHiigghh  SStt  0011995599  552222  001188
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Bill moved to the village in 2011 with his wife Linda from Otford, where he was a Lay
Reader. Bill says he finally saw sense and recently decided to worship where they live.
They have 4 children and 11 grandchildren; other interests include golf and music.
Bryan’s involvement began as a scruffy choirboy some 70+ years ago, has included 
most church roles from churchwarden to youth leader and today describes himself as, 
“‘ ageing ’Lay Reader privileged (with wife Maureen) to play a part in the ministry of
Shoreham parish.”
Frank has always regarded the church as central to his life in the village, He has served
as churchwarden for many years; seeing the extension project through from start to
finish over 14 years. Currently, Frank is adjusting to retirement as a Chancery QC and
continues to produce his Ramion children’s stories.
Sarah, via Sevenoaks, Wrotham and Wales moved to Shoreham when she got married.
Sarah spent most of her nursing years working in operating theatres. She was secretary
of the Shoreham Society for many years and on the Parish Council planning committee.
James (PCC Secretary) spent much of his career working in the media. His family have
lived in the village for many years, and although James has known the church all his life,
realises that he still has much to learn from it.
Lindsey moved to the village 2 years ago with husband Duncan and two children. She
is a teacher and animal lover … has two dogs, six chickens, seven fish and an overweight
silver grey tabby cat called Mouse. She likes reading, yoga, gardening and DIY.
Bilingual Johnny’s (Churchwarden) entire career has been with the John Lewis
Partnership, now looking after their Council. He and Jill have three children (opera
singer, DJ and law student). A school governor for twenty years, he devotes time to
church, the garden and being a grandpa.
Elaine works in the print and marketing industry as a Project Manager. She has been
actively part of village and church life for twenty years, the last seven as PCC Secretary,
as well as helping with wedding admin, the churchyard and the launching of fundraising
for the Church Rooms.
Terry (Treasurer) is approaching a big birthday, having been an accountant in public 
practice for sixty of those years. He has been married to his ‘lovely wwife’ Pauline for
forty eight years; they have two sons. Terry sees his role on the PCC, as integral to his
ethos, which is to help and serve others.
Kevin (Churchwarden) has lived in Shoreham for nearly forty years. He passionately
believes that the church has a place at the centre of our community. He played a key
role early on in the fundraising campaign for the extension. Now retired, Kevin looks
forward to helping the church grow.

The Revd Dr Diane E. Rees 
The Vicarage, Station Road, Shoreham TN14 7SA 
revdrdi@outlook.com 01959 522363 
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Specialists in the investigation and treatment of: 
Woodworm   •   Dry Rot   •   Rising Dampness 

Structural Waterproofing 
 

Gulliver Timber Treatments have spent over 40 years  
providing first-rate services to our clients. 

For a survey contact us on: 
 Tel:        01959 524966                     Email: enquiries@gullivertt.co.uk 

                     Web:  www.gullivertt.co.uk 
Members of: 
 Property Care Association (BWPDA) Guarantee Protection Insurance Ltd 
   Newton Specialist Basement Contractor 

 

email: enquiries@peterwilsondecoraang.com
or call: 01622 872579

All Types of Internal and External 
Decoraaon

www.peterwilsondecoraang.com

Visit Castle Farm for local farm foods, fresh eggs, ice cream, 
seasonal produce, home decorations & thoughtful gifts.

Tuesday – Saturday: 9am – 5pm. 
Sunday & Bank Hols: 10am – 5pm. Closed on Mondays.

Order online for beautifully wrapped Gifts & 
Hampers to be sent nationwide. 

www.castlefarmkent.co.uk 01959 523219
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From the Church Registers
Burial  
30th October  Mary Gillham 
Interment of Ashes 
19th October    John Lloyd 

CHURCH KNEELER

There are eighty nine beautiful kneelers in the Church produced by many hands and a 
careful list is kept of who made them.   This black and white picture doesn’t do justice 
to the kneeler that Liz Nash has created of a red admiral which is so colourful and 
vibrant.    This is the 10th kneeler Liz has made.     Thank you Liz

Ann Ball

SHOREHAM ALMSHOUSES TRUST - SMALL GRANTS AVAILABLE

Specific bequests were made in the respective wills of Thomas Terry in 1628, Sir Joseph 
Prestwich in 1896 and Sir Benjamin Cohen in 1909 ‘for the general benefit of the poor 
of the Parish of Shoreham’. 
The endowments were originally invested and managed in three separate trusts. Those 
trusts were subsequently amalgamated with the Shoreham Almshouses Trust.  
The objects of the Trust allow for the income from these endowments to be awarded as 
the Trustees see fit, by way of grants to support individuals/families in need of financial 
assistance. The Trustees now wish to make these funds available.  
If you are facing unexpected expense and are having difficulty meeting the costs, we 
encourage you to apply for financial help, as we may be able to support some or all of 
those costs.  
All applications for funding will be dealt with in a confidential manner that supports the 
privacy, safety and dignity of the applicant.  
Please note that the total sum available to distribute across all applications is not likely 
to exceed £500 each year.  



  
 

   

Albert Akin 

Interior & Exterior  
Wallpaper specialist 

35  years experience 
All work guaranteed & fully insured 

01959 534190 or 07802 412601 
Email:  albert.akint@gmail.com 

    
           Otford based Private Hire Taxi  
               for pre-booked trips: 

 Airports   (we meet you in the Terminal) 
 Hospital visits   (wait and return) 
 Cruise Terminals  (luggage no problem) 
 London 
 Days Out  (golf, seaside etc)     

   Ring Simon for a quote   07956 808747 
   Email   taxi@otford.net 
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Application Process
Applications must be made for a specific purpose, using the template provided. Copies 
of the application form can be obtained from Sarah Moon, Clerk to the Trustees (contact 
via email shorehamalmshouses@outlook.com or tel 07879 655459)  
• Applications and grant awards will normally be processed within two weeks of receipt
• Individuals may apply either themselves or through an intermediary if they prefer e.g.
the vicar/headteacher/friend/village organisation
• An intermediary might identify someone in need and either suggest to them that they

apply, or offer to apply on their behalf
• The Trustees will assess each application on a case by case basis
• Grants may be offered as a contribution to the requested amount and not necessarily
the full amount, given the restriction of funds available
• If the Shoreham Almshouses Trust is not able to assist, the Trustees will aim to signpost
alternative sources of funding for applicants               Sarah Moon, Clerk to the Trustees

THE PEOPLE’S DANCE COMPANY

It was a wet October day when The People’s Dance Company first arrived at the 
Shoreham Village Hall.  Our many bags were full of fun.  The Autumnal weather was 
not going to dampen our spirits.   
The first class was the Tots with Tempo age 2-4 Baby Ballerinas who demonstrated 
great good toes and remarkable rhythm.  Their teddies and parents watched proudly as 
these budding dancers found their feet.  
Next up was the Tots with Tempo Music and Movement group made up of young babies 
through to two and three year olds.   Their accompanying parents or grandparents ably 
assisted with their singing, smiles and sways.  It was difficult to tell who enjoyed the 
activities more as children and adults alike left with a skip in their stride and babes in 
arms grinned gratefully.   
Tots with Tempo classes are paid termly and a six-week term costs £30. 
Finally, the Fitness with Friends crew arrived for a weekly dose of moves to cheesy 
tunes, all in the spirit of fitness and fun. Some attendees had transferred from a venue in 
Otford but we’d like to welcome more residents of Shoreham and surrounding villages. 
This relatively gentle class is mainly aimed at the mature and retired, though routines 
can be adapted to many ages and abilities, including disabilities.  The cost is £6 paid 
weekly and booking is essential to meet the attendance restrictions in place for Covid-
safety.  

Lockdown affected our business greatly but we discovered new ways to reach our 
participants.  Tots with Tempo and Fitness with Friends classes were streamed live 
through Facebook enabling us to teach people in their homes.  We have a fabulously 



Shoreham Village School 
You will be warmly welcomed at Shoreham Village School.   
Please contact us on: 
01959 522228 or office@shoreham.kent.sch.uk

For more information, visit: www.shorehamvillageschool.net

                                                                                                                 

                                  

Shoreham Village School is a ‘Good’ School
“Teaching is good. Teachers ensure that all pupils 
are set work at the right level so they achieve well.” 

“Pupils’ behaviour is good. They are well mannered 
and polite, and show respect for others.” 
    Ofsted, March 2015

Join Shoreham Village School today to experience 
our: 
• happy, caring, small and inclusive environment 
• superb team of dedicated and nurturing staff 
• wonderful facilities including iPads, extensive 

grounds and an allotment 
• range of before and after-school clubs 

 
Shoreham Village School 
You will be warmly welcomed at Shoreham Village School.  Please contact us on: 
 01959 522228 or office@shoreham.kent.sch.uk    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
For more information, visit: www.shorehamvillageschool.net   
 
 

 
 
 
   

                                                                                                                 

 

                                  

 

 Shoreham Village School is a ‘Good’ School  
“Pupils are fully engaged in their learning. …they 
behave well in lessons and around school 
 
“Pupils achieve well academically and make a 
positive contribution in their future lives.” 
    Ofsted, April 2019 
 

Join Shoreham Village School today to experience 
our: 
 happy, caring, small and inclusive environment 
 superb team of dedicated and nurturing staff 
 wonderful facilities including iPads, extensive 

grounds and an allotment 
 range of before and after-school clubs 
 

 

 

SHOREHAM VILLAGE PLAYERS 
Are you interested in acting, singing, 
directing, lighting & sound, stage 
design & construction, costumes… 
having a lot of fun and making 
friends for life? 

THEN COME AND JOIN US! 

Email: 
shorehamvillageplayers@gmail.com 

Or call Janet Heuston on:  
01959 523 979  
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dedicated and talented team who worked unconditionally planning and delivering fun 
sessions.  In addition, Fitness with Friends pre-recorded videos were saved in ‘the 
Cloud for people to play and participate in at their convenience.  
Having wondered for months if face-to-face teaching would ever be possible again, we 
are delighted to be back sharing our love of music, movement and dance and following 
strict Covid-safety measures in our Covid-secure venues but with no compromise on the 
fun!  
It is a delight to be in Shoreham Village every Tuesday afternoon. For information or to 
enquire about availability, please contact us as the following: 
WEBSITE:  www.thepeoplesdancecompany.co.uk
EMAIL:  hello@thepeoplesdancecompany.co.uk
TELEPHONE: Beckie – 07990 972789 / Sue – 07768 983515 

ON THE WING 
The last of our summer visitors have left and by the beginning 
of November and our winter visitors are here. Look out for 
Redwing and Fieldfare feeding on yew berries in the churchyard 
If you see several Mistle thrushes amongst them they may have 
arrived from northern Europe and Russia, adding to the numbers 
of resident thrushes found over the summer, some of whom in 
turn may have migrated south.  
We think of Robins as a permanent feature of our gardens and 
churchyards, often believing we have got to know a particular 

individual. Actually, many winter Robins have migrated here from colder climes and the 
average life span of a Robin is only nine months, so this is unlikely to be true.  
Some birds are ‘true migrants’, swallow for example always travels to Africa regardless 
of weather. Other birds such as chiffchaffs and blackcaps will respond to the weather, 
going south ahead of cold spells. As a result of climate change, these less programmed 
migrants may now stay with us all winter.  
Migrating, birds need places to rest and feed and churchyards can be excellent for this. 
Many bird species are in trouble with populations declining steeply. Providing food and 
shelter for birds on the move and those wintering here can make all the difference. Bird 
boxes are used for sheltering as well as nesting. Dense ivy and hedges give shelter from 
the weather and berry-bearing shrubs provide a rich food source. Consider pruning 
hedges and shrubs later in the winter so that birds can feed on the berries for as long as 
possible. From a bird’s perspective we can offer a warm welcome for its weary wings –
a bit like a transport café or a cosy pub for birds                                        Andrea Gilpin
www.caringforgodsacre.org.uk
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the finest handcrafted joinery 
Windows, Doors & Gates, Conservatories 
Interiors, Commercial, Survey & Design 

Newlands joinery are suppliers of the finest 
joinery and bespoke joinery within  

the Kent area.  We pride ourselves on our 
craftmanship, expertise, knowledge and 

customer satisfaction.  All of which are among 
some of the most important things to us.   
To find out more head over to our website  

or give us a call.  

01959 522981 
info@newlandsjoinery.com 
www.newlandsjoinery.com 

Kent Barn, Filston Farm, Filston Lane 
Shoreham Kent TN14 5JU 

www.shorehamparishcouncil.gov.uk 
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Autumn/Winter

As we move into autumn and winter, we unfortunately find ourselves once again 
concerned about the possibility of facing tighter restrictions or further lockdown 
as a result of COVID-19.  I would therefore like to remind you of the volunteer 
group which was set up in the village at the start of lockdown in March.  At that 
time, all residents received a leaflet, listing the names and contact numbers of
numerous volunteers, who could be contacted to help with shopping/collecting 
prescriptions or even just a friendly chat.  This group is still up and running and 
whilst things thankfully remain quiet at the moment, please rest assured that 
should circumstances change, these volunteers are still able to offer their 
support.  If you have mislaid your leaflet, please contact me and I will be able to 
provide you with a new one.

This time of year also brings unsettled and often extreme weather, which can 
cause blocked footpaths, debris on the roads, blocked drains, potholes etc.  If 
you notice anything like this, please report it directly to KCC.  The best way to 
do this is via the KCC website www.kent.gov.uk/roads-and-travel/report-a-
problem.  Here you will have access to a map, which allows you to accurately 
pin-point the location of the fault. The tool is useful as it allows you to see if 
someone else has already reported the problem.  You can also add a description 
of the fault and upload photos if you wish – the more information you can supply, 
the better.  If you do not have access to the internet, then please call KCC on 
03000 41 91 91.  Similarly, if you witness any acts of anti-social behaviour, 
particularly in the car park, recreation ground or church yard, then please report 
this directly to our PCSO, Chloe Randall, who can be contacted directly at 
Chloe.Randall2@kent.police.uk. 

www.shorehamparishcouncil.gov.uk 
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Shoreham Woods 
Last month I met with Ashley 
Walmsley, Countryside and Open 
Spaces Manager at Sevenoaks 
District Council, and Ray Froud, 
SDC Park Ranger to discuss the 
newly signed off Woodland 
Management Plan for Shoreham 
Woods.  The plan was originally 
drafted by the Kent Wildlife Trust 
(with input from other organisations 
including Shoreham Parish 
Council) and has been approved by 
the Forestry Commission.  
 
The overall aim of the plan is to set 
out a long term strategy for creating 
and maintaining a healthy wood,  
whilst simultaneously increasing 
biodiversity.  The plan is to be 
implemented over a 5 year period 
with Andrews Wood being dealt 
with in years 1 and 2 and Meenfield 
and Pilots Woods in years 3 and 4. 
Work will commence at Andrews 
Wood this winter and will involve 
thinning in certain areas and 
coppicing in others.  The thinning 
process will reduce every 5 trees to 
3, which will ensure that the 
remaining trees will have more 
room to grow out, not just up.  It will 
also create more light on the 
ground, encouraging undergrowth 
to flourish.  Areas in which this has 
taken place have already seen an 
increase in the number of foxgloves 
and other woodland plants and this 
in turn has led to an increase in 
pollinating insects, small mammals 
and birds.  A buzzard has recently 
taken up residence in Andrews 
Wood for the first time ever and it is 
likely that this is due to the 
increasing amounts of prey 

available.  Tawny owls and little 
owls are also present here.  
Thinning the woodland in a 
managed way is necessary and will 
help enrich the woods and make 
wildlife thrive even more. 
 
Andrews Wood in particular was 
originally planted by the Forestry 
Commission as a commercial 
timber crop, which meant planting 
trees close together.  Because of 
the density and lack of light, trees 
planted in this manner are forced to 
grow tall and straight and this can 
easily be seen in Andrews Wood.  
When the woods were sold to SDC, 
the purpose of the wood changed 
from being a timber woodland to an 
amenity woodland.  This meant that 
the woods have to be managed in a 
different way and need a helping 
hand to naturalise.  Whilst the work 
is taking place, information boards 
will be on display but there is no 
cause for alarm.  The plan has been 
carefully thought out and nature will 
once again soon take over, 
protecting Shoreham from the 
noise and pollution of the M25. 
 
Similar work will be undertaken on 
a smaller scale in Meenfield and 
Pilots Woods.  This will not take 
place until 2023/2024 and full 
details of exactly what is planned 
will be given nearer the time, 
probably by way of a public 
presentation.   
 
Finally, there are sadly numerous 
cases of ash die back present in the 
woods.  Whilst this disease is 
infectious, it also causes the trees 
to become brittle.  These trees 
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Wood for the first time ever and it is 
likely that this is due to the 
increasing amounts of prey 

available.  Tawny owls and little 
owls are also present here.  
Thinning the woodland in a 
managed way is necessary and will 
help enrich the woods and make 
wildlife thrive even more. 
 
Andrews Wood in particular was 
originally planted by the Forestry 
Commission as a commercial 
timber crop, which meant planting 
trees close together.  Because of 
the density and lack of light, trees 
planted in this manner are forced to 
grow tall and straight and this can 
easily be seen in Andrews Wood.  
When the woods were sold to SDC, 
the purpose of the wood changed 
from being a timber woodland to an 
amenity woodland.  This meant that 
the woods have to be managed in a 
different way and need a helping 
hand to naturalise.  Whilst the work 
is taking place, information boards 
will be on display but there is no 
cause for alarm.  The plan has been 
carefully thought out and nature will 
once again soon take over, 
protecting Shoreham from the 
noise and pollution of the M25. 
 
Similar work will be undertaken on 
a smaller scale in Meenfield and 
Pilots Woods.  This will not take 
place until 2023/2024 and full 
details of exactly what is planned 
will be given nearer the time, 
probably by way of a public 
presentation.   
 
Finally, there are sadly numerous 
cases of ash die back present in the 
woods.  Whilst this disease is 
infectious, it also causes the trees 
to become brittle.  These trees 

quickly become unsafe and 
therefore need to be felled.  If you 
witness the felling of any trees in 
Shoreham Woods prior to 2023, 
then this is the reason why. 
 
I would like to reiterate that both the 
Countryside Manager and the Park 
Ranger take the responsibility of 
caring for our woodland very 
seriously indeed, the latter having 
worked tirelessly doing so for 30 
years and therefore any actions 
taken, will only be done with the 
best interest of the woods at heart. 
If you would like any more details 
on the work planned for the woods, 
then please do not hesitate to 
contact me. 
 
Traffic and Parking 
Having undertaken a traffic survey 
earlier in the year, we are pleased 
to announce that our request to 
reduce the speed limit on the A225 
has been accepted by KCC.  The 
Parish Council will be meeting with 
officers from Kent Highways to 
discuss the details in November.  
We shall also be hoping to move 
forward with other measures such 
as a reduction in the speed limit 
throughout the village.  We were 
also extremely pleased to learn that 
there will soon finally be a footpath 
from the station to the village.  This 
will make a huge difference to so 
many people and will allow for a 
safe journey home from work and 
school during the approaching 
winter months.  
 
Tennis 
The introduction of an annual 
subscription has been a great 

success and many residents have 
now bought a membership card.  If 
you, or anyone in your family enjoys 
playing tennis, then it is a really cost 
effective way of using the court.  For 
just £20 you and any members of 
your household play tennis as often 
as you wish, the whole year round.  
You just need to show your card in 
the village shop at the time of 
booking.  The tennis courts will 
remain open throughout the winter, 
so please contact the Clerk if you 
would like to take out a 
subscription.  A card might also 
make a great stocking filler for 
Christmas! 
  
Next Meeting  
The next Parish Council meeting is 
currently scheduled for 4 November 
2020. This meeting will be held via 
Zoom and, as usual is open to the 
public.  Details of how to access the 
meeting will be included on the 
agenda nearer the time.   
 
Website 
Finally, apologies to anyone who 
has had difficulty accessing our 
website recently.  We are currently 
in the process of building an entirely 
new website which should be up 
and running very soon.  In the 
meantime, if there is any 
information you need that you are 
unable to access from the website, 
then please contact me and I will 
ensure that it is forwarded to you 
personally.   
 
Sarah Moon, Parish Clerk 
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SHOREHAM VILLAGE STORES

With many of us getting ready for Christmas a little earlier than usual, and with many of 
us ordering online, you can now send your Amazon parcels and packages to the Stores 
for easy pick-up. Simply put our address (35 High Street, TN14 7TB) on your order, and 
you’ll get an email when it’s ready to collect.

Check with us in store when turkey-ordering will begin this month. We may even be able 
to get you some half-turkeys this year if social distancing rules keep our festive 
gatherings limited. We’re pleased to be able to install a cash machine inside the shop, 
and look out for our new coffee machine – able to dispense all manner of wonderfully 
warming coffees and hot chocolate.                                 Raj, Desh, Lorna and Prasanth

TALE FROM THE HILL

It is very hard in these times to write about anything ordinary, without feeling guilty, how 
can one be frivolous when the world’s turned upside down, but as in war time comedy is 
the bedrock of our fightback and we Brits are rather good at laughing at ourselves. So 
here goes I am writing about ‘the ordinary’ without guilt. 
The age of linoleum has long past, now replaced by laminate disguised as wood. Lino 
was mainly confined to the nations hallways, whereas laminate has found it’s way 
upstairs into bedrooms and bathrooms. “Now hang on” I can hear you say, “he’s going 
on about lino, whatever next!” Well my logic is perhaps young people should know about 
our past privations and older readers would briefly like to remember the past and then 
quickly forget about it. Nostalgia is a funny old thing, take the ubiquitous bar of Sunlight 
Household Soap. This hard brick that graced every sink throughout the land and was so 
reluctant to give up its lather was used to wash clothes, pots, pans, floors, children and 
the occasional dog.
The can opener, the one with the knife like dagger that gave housewives throughout the 
land a stigmata has now long gone.  One old means of opening a tin remains with us, the 
little key thing that is the only way into a tin of corned beef. Once you have located the 
metal tab into the eye of the key, special care must be taken to wind the key parallel to 
base of the can, if not one of two things will happen, the little tab will break immediately 
or you will get to the first corner and the strip will snap, leaving you with two options- 
to attack the tin with a hammer and chisel or throw it at the wall

 John Bovington

ROGUES   - ROYAL OAK GOLF SOCIETY 

On Friday 16th October we played at Woldingham in the beautiful Haliloo Valley. I have 
tried to find the origin of that name, but Google has failed me. However, during my 
research, I learned that Death Valley received its name from a group of 49ers who 
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attempted to cross the desert as a shortcut to gold in California and ran into a spot of 
trouble. There is apparently an area in Death Valley called The Devil’s Golf Course. 
Perhaps we should book that for next year; sounds like a challenge. 

The Woldingham course was in excellent condition and the results reflected that: 16 of 
31 scores were in the thirties.  (For any non-golfers who are reading this, that’s pretty 
good. If you score 36 you’re playing as well as you are thought to be able).

Alan Geaney and Steve Murphy were tied in second place on 35 points, and the clear 
winner was Geraldine Field on 38.    The last fixture of the year is on Friday 4th 
December at The Darenth, although, in the circumstances, our traditional Christmas 
dinner at The Crown has had to be cancelled.

If you would like to join us for the golf, please get in touch. 

Wyn Melville-Jones - Captain wyn.mj@btinternet.com 01959 52424

NEWS FROM SHOREHAM VILLAGE SCHOOL

October has been a relatively quiet month at school as we have been unable to participate 
in external sporting fixtures or events.  However, we have still been busy inside the 
building and around the village with each class taking the opportunity to celebrate their 
part of the Shoreham project we have all been enjoying.   

Cameron Class have been developing their skills in using perspective when drawing and, 
after a few practice runs with lettering and shapes, they are now embarking on a Palmer 
style landscape using a view from the village.  They have been measuring the flow of the 
river to enhance their geography skills and have written free verse poetry and sculpted 
clay figures to demonstrate their understanding of the school values.   
Moore Class have created a fabulous fabric wall hanging to celebrate the class names 
and their connections to significant villagers, they have  based their art work on Palmer’s 
‘The Magic Apple Tree’ painting, using and blending pastels. They developed their own 
maps of the village and created keys after studying Ordnance survey maps.   
Palmer Class have been making stained glass windows after their visit to the church and 
have been developing their geographical location skills, labelling world and local maps. 
Barton Class have created a huge River Darent using sponges and paint and have 
recreated some of Palmer’s works using chalks.  They used blocks to build bridges, 
working out what was needed to make the blocks balance.  We have created a virtual 
gallery of the work which is available to view here: 
https://www.shorehamvillageschool.net/class-pages/

Our friends in Tanzania have managed to mainly avoid Covid related issues and we have 
shared the virtual gallery above with them so that they can experience some of the joyful 
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learning that has taken place recently. We exchange WhatsApp messages with them 
every few weeks which is such a wonderful way to stay connected.   

Our internal Inter-House Cross Country run took place a couple of Friday’s ago and it 
was much enjoyed by the majority of children who are still improving their fitness levels 
after the lockdown period.  We were proud of the determination shown by so many of 
our pupils who wanted to earn points for their Houses as well as achieve their personal 
best.   

The months ahead still look quite different for us as we plan a virtual Remembrance 
service and online Christmas events that involve parents and carers. Whatever happens 
we will still be ensuring our school is an amazing place to learn! 

 Gillian Lovatt-Young, Headteacher 

THE WAR GRAVES COMMISSION

The War Graves Commission was established by Royal 
Charter in 1917. Its duties are to mark and maintain the 
graves of the members of the forces of the Commonwealth 
who were killed in the two World Wars, to build memorials 
to those who have no known grave and to keep records and 
registers, including, after the Second World War, a record 
of the Civilian War Dead. 

1,700,000 men and women of the Commonwealth forces died in the two World Wars. Of these the 
remains of 925,000 were found and a headstone marks their graves. Where the remains were not 
found, the casualty's name is commemorated on a memorial. There are war graves in some 150 
different countries; mostly in the 2,500 war cemeteries and plots constructed by the Commission 
The Commonwealth War Graves Commission has a maintenance agreement with the 
Shoreham Parochial Church Council for the care of five war graves Arthur Levett, Vera 
Martin, Stephen Blundell, Albert Lynn and Walter Cheeseman.    

 Spare a quiet moment to seek their memorials in our peaceful churchyard and recall the 
great sacrifice they and so many others made on our behalf

SHOREHAM SOCIETY

AGM by Zoom on Friday 27th November – “The Farming Year”
Have you wondered what crops are growing in the fields around Shoreham?  What 
happens to them when there are months of drought or pouring rain? How are the lovely 
cattle up Dunstall Farm doing? And is 31st December 2020 a good or a bad thing for 
farming and for our food? Our vice-president, William Alexander of Castle Farm, will 
speak at our public Zoom meeting at 7pm on 27th November 2020.  He will tell us what 
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sort of a year it has been, how a modern mixed farm is run and how farming is doing 
generally. Our AGM for members will follow afterwards. 
All are welcome to join this “virtual village hall” evening.  Shoreham Society members 
will receive a Zoom invitation by email.  The zoom Meeting ID is  897 7885 9405 and 
the Passcode is 313812.  You need a smartphone or computer to join, and we’re very 
sorry that you don’t have access to a smartphone or computer, you’ll not be able to join 
this time.  

Filston Stream 
If you’ve taken a walk down Water Lane recently, you’ll have noticed a bit of a 
transformation.  The water in question is Filston Stream, a branch of the River Darent 
that had become so overgrown that you could hardly see the river.  This is a bad thing 
environmentally, as a rare chalk stream like the Darent needs plenty of light to flourish 
(as you would have learnt from the talk at our last AGM!)  Light allows water plants –
such as the Stream Water Crowfoot - to flourish, which supports and develops the river 
ecosystem of plants, invertebrates and fish. 
A fine organisation called the North West Kent Countryside Partnership organised three 
days of voluntary tasks to clear trees and brambles from the river banks, at the instigation 
of Nigel Britten, our other vice-president.  It was quite a prickly job! There is more work 
to do, and we hope to organise a task for Shoreham people in due course. 
The NWKCP, which is funded in part by KCC, arranges conservation tasks in this part 
of Kent -see https://nwkcp.org/volunteering-with-us/ . You can join them if you are free 
on weekdays.  Kent Wildlife Trust arranges tasks all over Kent – see 
https://www.kentwildlifetrust.org.uk/

The Shoreham Society wishes to represent our whole community, and if you have any 
ideas for things we should be doing, do please get in touch. If you aren’t a member 
already, please email  jenny.walkling@btinternet.com. It costs only £5 per household per 
year, or £3 for one person. Jenny can resend the meeting invitation to you. 

 John Saynor Co-chair, Shoreham Society 

DARENT VALLEY COMMUNITY RAIL PARTNERSHIP

A community rail partnership (CRP) was set up last year for the Darent Valley railway 
line.  Community rail partnerships have been springing up all over the UK, with the aim 
of bringing train operators, councils and communities together to breathe life back into 
railway stations and encourage more rail travel.  Our CRP is supported by Shoreham 
Parish Council together with Otford, Eynsford, Swanley and Sevenoaks (parish, town 
and district) and the main train operators in the area – Southeastern and Thameslink.  I 
was recently appointed as the new railway officer for the line.  I live in Shoreham and 
have been travelling by train from here for over eighteen years, so bring local knowledge
and experience of rail travel to the job.   
I am very keen to enlist people (known as Station Adopters) to help with the project.  The 
plan is to revive Shoreham station and think of ways to encourage more use of the station. 
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A community rail partnership (CRP) was set up last year for the Darent Valley railway 
line.  Community rail partnerships have been springing up all over the UK, with the aim 
of bringing train operators, councils and communities together to breathe life back into 
railway stations and encourage more rail travel.  Our CRP is supported by Shoreham 
Parish Council together with Otford, Eynsford, Swanley and Sevenoaks (parish, town 
and district) and the main train operators in the area – Southeastern and Thameslink.  I 
was recently appointed as the new railway officer for the line.  I live in Shoreham and 
have been travelling by train from here for over eighteen years, so bring local knowledge
and experience of rail travel to the job.   
I am very keen to enlist people (known as Station Adopters) to help with the project.  The 
plan is to revive Shoreham station and think of ways to encourage more use of the station. 

For inspiration, do check the wonderful Community Rail Network website 
(www.communityrail.org.uk ). The Covid pandemic presents challenges, but for now, 
groups of up to six can still work together outdoors on all sorts of tasks.   
As we live in an area of outstanding natural beauty with rare habitats and precious 
endangered species, I would love the stations in the valley to provide vital wildflower 
areas. The Darent Valley CRP has a limited budget (there is some!) but we can always 
raise more money together to, for example, create big planters for the platforms, bring 
groups together to build bee hotels and set areas aside for vegetable patches or 
wildflowers.
Also, what would you like to do with the buildings at Shoreham station? It is likely (tbc) 
that we will have access to these.  Perhaps a “white cube” to be used flexibly by the 
community, one that would allow pop-ups, small exhibitions, group meetings?  Some 
years ago there was a volunteer-led Countryside Centre in the building, then a beautiful 
little station café.  If you’ve visited Bat & Ball station recently, and seen the fabulous 
renovations there, it will give you some ideas.  There’s support to make the space Samuel 
Palmer-related with a permanent information display about this famous artist’s time in 
the village. 
The other big issue is better access and there has been a lot of work going on behind the 
scenes on this challenge.  Good access up to, from and at the station are vital to 
encouraging people to use it, and so are very much on the agenda. 
Do please get in touch – community involvement is at the heart of the community rail 
movement and all ideas are very welcome.  I can be contacted at 
sarah.newman@sevenoaks.gov.uk.   I will keep you updated through the Gazette and 
Village Facebook as plans arise.                                                             Sarah Newman

MEMORIES, MUSINGS AND MORE BY FRANK HITCHCOCK
During the war a special concession was made to farmers, to kill two pigs each year for 
personal consumption.  The day of the pig killing was a special day.  Mother’s washhouse 
became the slaughterhouse, the wood fired copper full of boiling water, the benches 
given an extra scrub.  Dad was very good at sharpening knives which he started on the 
grindstone and finished off with the steel; nothing annoyed him more than a blunt knife! 
My grandfather was a butcher so my Dad was well schooled in the process and the local 
butcher came to assist with his humane killer. 
Almost every part of the pig was used, very little went to waste.  Firstly, the hair was 
‘scalded’ off using hot water and the intestines and internal organs removed. The lungs 
were the only part given to the dogs.   
Intestines were made into chitterlings. They were repeatedly washed in copious amounts 
of cold water, soaked in salt water then plaited and cooked.  We ate them cold with 
pickles and a sprinkling of vinegar which may not sound appetising but we quite enjoyed 
them with fresh bread and butter.   The fat was rendered down to make lard and used in 
cooking pastry and frying.   
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The hams and belly pork were made into bacon.  My father had his own recipe for brine 
and the absence of freezers necessitated a heavy salting.  My memories of this bacon are 
not all happy ones!  My brother and I preferred the fat bacon which tasted less salty.  The 
brine was rubbed into the meat and left in a wooden trough for a long time.  My uncle’s 
trough was lined with lead – no health and safety checks then!  
A part of the pig not much used these days is the trotters.   My father always said that 
trotters should be eaten with the top of a fresh baked cottage loaf, whilst sitting under the 
hedge in the hay field.  
I remember the wonderful pork pies my mother used to make.  She made brawn too by 
cooking the pig’s head, taking the meat off and pressing it into a basin to cool and set.  
One of our favourite parts was the “pork cuttings” – the small bits of meat trimmed from 
the joints.  We ate them fried for breakfast instead of bacon.  Some of the meat was 
swapped with my uncle, who kept pigs, and would return the compliment a few months 
later.   
This might sound like a lot of fuss for a bit of bacon but at a time when meat was rationed, 
it was worth the effort and very welcome during those difficult wartime days. 

Frank Hitchcock 

SHOREHAM AND DISTRICT HISTORICAL SOCIETY

Extract from Memories of Shoreham by John Lane.   Society Publication 5

“I was born in a cottage near the church in 1914 and started school at the age of three in 
the infants which is now the canteen and from there I went to the Primary School.  The 
Samuel Palmer School of Art opposite was then a row of cottages with a low fence
Captain Steane was headmaster and Mrs Chapman and Mrs Walkley were the teachers. 
Captain Steane taught the older pupils and was choirmaster and organist at the church.
He picked the choir from the pupils at the School. 
Older men were tenors and baritones and ladies were contraltos. I was in this large and 
good choir for about four years.   Choir practice was on a Wednesday evening in the 
church and no excuses were allowed.  “Fit enough for school fit enough for the choir” 
Mr Shoebridge took over the school after the Captain retired but not the choir. The 
school was enlarged in the early 1920s and for six months the Church Room (originally 
on the footpath by the aircraft museum) We were packed in like sardines as there were 
about sixty pupils 
The Revd Madge was the Vicar and lived with his sister in the Vicarage.  They were 
respected and loved by adults and children alike. He was a tall, grey haired man and 
very deaf and walked with a steady plod always looking at the ground, a man of few 
words but very sincere” ….  To be continued.
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and the absence of freezers necessitated a heavy salting.  My memories of this bacon are 
not all happy ones!  My brother and I preferred the fat bacon which tasted less salty.  The 
brine was rubbed into the meat and left in a wooden trough for a long time.  My uncle’s 
trough was lined with lead – no health and safety checks then!  
A part of the pig not much used these days is the trotters.   My father always said that 
trotters should be eaten with the top of a fresh baked cottage loaf, whilst sitting under the 
hedge in the hay field.  
I remember the wonderful pork pies my mother used to make.  She made brawn too by 
cooking the pig’s head, taking the meat off and pressing it into a basin to cool and set.  
One of our favourite parts was the “pork cuttings” – the small bits of meat trimmed from 
the joints.  We ate them fried for breakfast instead of bacon.  Some of the meat was 
swapped with my uncle, who kept pigs, and would return the compliment a few months 
later.   
This might sound like a lot of fuss for a bit of bacon but at a time when meat was rationed, 
it was worth the effort and very welcome during those difficult wartime days. 

Frank Hitchcock 

SHOREHAM AND DISTRICT HISTORICAL SOCIETY

Extract from Memories of Shoreham by John Lane.   Society Publication 5

“I was born in a cottage near the church in 1914 and started school at the age of three in 
the infants which is now the canteen and from there I went to the Primary School.  The 
Samuel Palmer School of Art opposite was then a row of cottages with a low fence
Captain Steane was headmaster and Mrs Chapman and Mrs Walkley were the teachers. 
Captain Steane taught the older pupils and was choirmaster and organist at the church.
He picked the choir from the pupils at the School. 
Older men were tenors and baritones and ladies were contraltos. I was in this large and 
good choir for about four years.   Choir practice was on a Wednesday evening in the 
church and no excuses were allowed.  “Fit enough for school fit enough for the choir” 
Mr Shoebridge took over the school after the Captain retired but not the choir. The 
school was enlarged in the early 1920s and for six months the Church Room (originally 
on the footpath by the aircraft museum) We were packed in like sardines as there were 
about sixty pupils 
The Revd Madge was the Vicar and lived with his sister in the Vicarage.  They were 
respected and loved by adults and children alike. He was a tall, grey haired man and 
very deaf and walked with a steady plod always looking at the ground, a man of few 
words but very sincere” ….  To be continued.

NEXT ISSUE IS FOR DECEMBER AND JANUARY  
COPY TO SHOREHAMGAZETTE@GMAIL.COM BY 18TH NOVEMBER 

GUEST EDITOR 
We have a guest editor for the next issue, my granddaughter, Kirsty Freeman.  Your copy 
should be sent as a Word attachment in Times New Roman 10 with no funny spacing or 
capitals to the usual email address. 

SHOREHAM GAZETTE INFORMATION 

Editor Ann Ball Oxbourne View, Mill Lane TN14 7TP 01959 522307 
Distribution Ken Fowler 79 High Street, TN14 7TB  01959 522365 
Advertising Julie Carder   julieshoreham@gmail.com  07415 209432 
Postal Gazettes Pauline Clark 5 Marne Cottages, Church Street TN14 7SG 



SHOREHAM 
ALLOTMENTS  
ASSOCIATION 
Grow your own!  

Annual rents 
• Full plot £25
• Half plot £15

Membership Secretary 
Malcolm Folland 

01959524893

W.R.Gadd
Quality Bespoke  

Kitchens  
& Bedrooms

Tiling, Decoration  
& All Carpentry  

Work Undertaken

01959 523086

Shoreham Village Hall
Weddings . Parties . 
Lectures . Societies .

Functions . Meetings.
Free WiFi

To check availability:
https://shorehamvillagehall.co.uk/hal
lbooking/
Bookings: phone 07828 597540
Bookings email (preferred): 
bookings@shorehamvillagehall.co.uk

Shoreham Pavilion Available for Hire
A fully accessible, beautiful, wooden building 
with central reception space, kitchen and 
changing rooms set overlooking the school 
playing fields and Spellers’ Wood.

The facility is ideal for evening or weekend 
events, adult or children’s learning or music 
groups, and as a meeting room for social 
groups. The Changing Rooms are available 
to hire separately in conjunction with use of 
the field.

For all enquiries, please contact the 
School Office on 01959 522228.

UNISOLES
Mobile Foot Clinic

Nail Cutting (inc Diabetic Feet)
Athletes Foot • Corns • Calusses

Cracked Heels • Fungal Nails
Hard Skin Removal

Ingrowing Toenails • Thickened Nails

Book Your Home Appointment Today

Patricia Murphy
Enhanced DBC Checked •  S.A.C. Dip FHPT

07958 339299  
unisoles footcare@outlook.com



Certified Xero Partners
Beautiful online accounting software

Yes Accounting Limited
John.cotter@yesaccounting.co.uk                       
t. 01732 760854 / 01732 760608

Friendly, professional and efficient service. Call for a free consultation

• Company formations
• Company accounts 
• Corporation tax
• Company secretarial
• Dividends 
• Share agreements
• Business plans

• Self-assessment 
• VAT - Cash - FRS
• PAYE - RTI
• Book keeping
• Tax planning 
• Management accounts
• Specialist advice

 

Contact Sophie Marsh on
01959 525656/07752 164452

sophie@darenthulme.co.uk
darenthulme.co.uk

Darent Hulme, Shacklands Rd.
Shoreham, Kent TN14 7TU

Self-contained 
detached 
barn, off ering 
comfortable and 
quietly stylish 
accommodation

BED & BREAKFAST

Darent Hulme Barn

THE STUDIO
 now at the Education Centre, Coolings Nurseries,

Rushmore Hill, Knockholt. TN14 7NN

Tel: 01959 562192  or 07799 534191    
www.pilatesinsevenoaks.co.uk

MAT & REFORMER CLASSES
PRIVATE TUITION
SPORTS CONDITIONING
REHABILITATION

I offer a variety of options:
• group • private and semi-private 
• in-person and online • all abilities 
• Christmas gift vouchers

Yoga Classes  
in Shoreham Village
  

“Yoga doesn’t take time, it gives time”

Please contact me:

Email: info@yogabylucy.co.uk  |  Website: www.yogabylucy.co.uk

Phone: 07970 633053  |         :  @YogaByLucy

YOGA BY LUCY PRINT AD.indd   1YOGA BY LUCY PRINT AD.indd   1 13/10/2020   11:1513/10/2020   11:15




