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 GUTTERS CLEARED & REPAIRED 
Conservatories, Fascias, Soffits 

cleaned & rejuvenated! 
Affordable rates – fully insured 

For a quote contact Jeremy Steer 
01959 525347 or 07831 214815 

e: jeremysteer2@gmail.com 

All Seasons 
Gardening

Hedge Cutting • Tree Work
Ground & Garden Clearance

Regular One-off Tidy-ups
All Jobs Considered

Green Waste 
Licence Holder

01732  
463669

Shoreham Emergency Plan 

All major emergencies are dealt with by the emergency services. However, there may be 
times such as power cuts, snow and ice, flooding or storms where the emergency services 
are not required. These conditions can make life challenging for more vulnerable people 
such as the elderly, infirm, disabled, sick or even someone who maybe heavily pregnant or 
with young children. 

If you'd like to be on the list either permanently or temporarily, or you know someone 
who would, then please contact Amanda Barlow, the Parish Clerk on 0791 2611048 or via 
email at clerk@shorehamparishcouncil.gov.uk. If you are giving the details of another 
person please ensure you have their permission and agreement. 
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5th November - All Saints’ Day - 4 before Advent - 

9am Breakfast@Church  

6pm Communion 

12th November - Remembrance Sunday - 3 before Advent 

9am Communion (BCP) 

10am Remembrance Sunday ending at the War Memorial 

19th November - 2 before Advent 
10am Morning Worship 

4pm  Holy Habits  

26th November - Christ the King 

10am Communion with Choir 

6pm Compline 

2nd December 

5pm       Meet in the Church for Carol Singing to Crown Road lights turn on at 6pm 

Jesus said…"Greater love has no man than this – that he gives up his life for his friends” 

I think Remembrance Sunday is one of the most important services in the Christian year 

- a time when, as a nation, we stop to “remember” those who gave up their lives in wars

across more than 100 years for the peace and freedom we enjoy today. 

We honour them all, for everything they gave up and everything they did and for the 

sacrifices they made on our behalf. We also give thanks for those who returned home 

and their families.  

Remembrance Sunday celebrates the peace that their sacrifices bought – it is worth 

remembering that the 11th hour of the 11th day of the 11th month was the date in 1918 

of the signing of the armistice which was to bring the end of the World War 1! 

But whilst rightly we honour those who died, we must not forget those who are still 

suffering as a result of war.  

Recently we saw a celebration of the indomitable spirit of some of those young men and 

women in the Invictus Games but I’ve also seen the other side of the coin -  ex-soldiers 

at a Church-run night shelter – several suffering from PTSD, many unable to get a job, 

all homeless on London streets.   

A very vital part of Remembrance Sunday is that it raises money for the work of the 

Royal British Legion in helping and supporting forces personnel, and alleviating 

suffering among veterans and their families   

A former Bishop of Birmingham, Leonard Wilson, who was a Japanese prisoner of war 

in World War 2, recommended three thoughts for us all to carry in our hearts on 

Remembrance Sunday. 
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MAT PILATES  •  REFORMER PILATES  •  BARRE

WINTER ONLINE COURSES

Boutique Reformer Pilates 
Studio in Shoreham

THE PILATES ROOM
The Pilates Room is a peaceful Pilates Studio opposite 
Shoreham Station, lovingly created by Advanced STOTT 
Mat & Reformer Pilates teacher Phoebe.

The Pilates Room offers:
1-2-1  •  Private Groups  •  Studio & Online Classes
Pre & Post-Natal  •  Rehab  •  Athletic Conditioning 

hello@phoebeharrisonstudio.com  •  @ThePilatesRoomKent

December & January , £5/class. 
•  Breakfast Club Pilates (Mondays @ 8am) 
•  Lunch Club Pilates (Wednesdays @ 1pm)

GIFT
vouchers
available



These are: 

1. That we should be thankful for the sacrifice of others

2. That we should be sorry for human sin and evil.

3 That we should be dedicated to work for reconciliation, peace and justice in the world 

Let us be a generation who can learn from the past – from the sufferings of war. And 

whilst we will always remember and give thanks for those who gave their lives for the 

peace and freedom we enjoy, let us also be a people who pray and strive for 

reconciliation, justice and peace for all God’s people wherever and whoever they may 

be.    Greater love has no man than this – that he gives up his life for his friends – that 

they may live life in peace and to the full                                                    Bryan Harris  

The Rev Dr Diane Rees 

The Vicarage, Station Road, Shoreham TN14 7SA 

revdrdi@outlook.com    01959 522363 

(Usual parish days Friday to Monday) 

THE FRIENDS OF SHOREHAM CHURCH 

ARE EXCITED TO ANNOUNCE THAT THEY ARE HOLDING  

AN ADVENT MARKET ON SATURDAY 25th NOVEMBER 

 10am to 2pm IN THE CHURCH. 

There will be mulled wine, teas, coffee and cakes to enjoy in the church. Plus stalls 

selling handmade Christmas wreaths, candles and decorations - come and buy a 

Shoreham church mouse for your Christmas tree! 

There will be a stall selling Fairtrade goods from around the world, local honey for sale, 

plenty of preserves, chutneys, cakes and Christmas puddings to buy! Stalls selling 

paintings and crafts, jewellery, bird feeders, lovely planted bulbs in pots, a children's 

activity stall and a Christmas cake Raffle and a general Raffle with some super prizes. 

Please come along and support the Friends of Shoreham Church to raise money for the 

maintenance and upkeep of the Church. 

COFFEE AND CHAT – FRIDAY 3 NOVEMBER 

Do treat yourself to a healthy walk up to the Church Room for a convivial cup of coffee 

(or tea) and a chance to pass the time of day with village friends.  The first Friday of each 

month, 10.30am - 12.00noon everyone welcome - no previous experience or religious 

knowledge required! 
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Visit Castle Farm for local farm foods, fresh eggs, ice cream, 
seasonal produce, home decorations & thoughtful gifts.

Tuesday – Saturday: 9am – 5pm. 
Sunday & Bank Hols: 10am – 5pm. Closed on Mondays.

Order online for beautifully wrapped Gifts & 
Hampers to be sent nationwide. 

www.castlefarmkent.co.uk 01959 523219

A characterful log cabin and a charming shepherd’s hut set in a beautiful 
meadow, a 10-minute stroll from the centre of  historic Shoreham.

Enjoy our heated outdoor pool and fire pit.
www.whitehillwoods.co.uk

enquiries@whitehillwoods.co.uk • 07889 998988

TCH Computing 
PC Maintenance and Support 

Tom Housden 
Computer Engineer 

I provide help with your computer, from 
operating system and software installation 
to diagnosing and troubleshooting faults, to 
giving one‐to‐tuition. 
These are a few of the services I offer: 

� Support for Windows 7 to Windows 11 
� New computer recommendations and 

builds 
� Upgrades to Windows 11 
� Advice on backup procedures 
� Malware scanning and removal 

For more information, please contact 
me: 
07845 139848 / 01959 522361 
tom_housden2k8@yahoo.co.uk

Sue Wickes 

Soft 
Furnishings      
and Alterations  

Tel : 01322 864967   

Mobile : 07793 962295 



 SHOREHAM CHURCH IN THE MEDIA  

www.shorehamchurchkent.org 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/ShorehamChurch 

Wedding information    shorehamkentchurchweddings@gmail.com 

https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/16928 

SHOREHAM VILLAGE PLAYERS CHRISTMAS CABARET 

You are invited to the best party of the year!   Shoreham Village Players Merry 

Christmas Cabaret will be a great big spectacle to get your festive season off to a 

fabulous start, with performances on 1 and 2 December in the Village Hall. 

It’s a night of music and laughter; featuring for the first time a live band accompanying 

numbers from Me and My Girl, Only Fools and Horses and Sunshine on Leith. There’ll 

also be sketches from the likes of Monty Python, Catherine Tate and Victoria Wood, 

rounded off with a good old sing-a-long to some Christmas favourites.   It promises to 

be a night to remember.   We’ll welcome you with a glass of bubbly or soft drink and a 

delicious antipasti sharing plate..  The age guidance is 15+.  Tickets cost £18 from 

www.shorehamvillageplayers.co.uk or Shoreham Village Stores from 22nd October    

The bar opens at 6.30pm and the performance starts at 7.30pm.  You can book tables of 

8 or 4 or come along and join a table. 

SHOREHAM PARISH COUNCIL 

The Parish Council met on Wednesday 4 October 2023 and the Amenities Committee on 

Wednesday 18 October at Shoreham Village Hall.   

Please find below an update on the following items which were discussed at the meeting. 

 A225 Shoreham Road – The Parish Council is waiting for further plans from

Kent Highways. 

 Tennis Courts – Following the resurfacing of the tennis court the Council is

asking residents to please enroll in the Tennis Membership Scheme if they wish 

to use the courts.  The Parish Council is keen to keep the court is good condition 

and the funds received from membership help to support the maintenance. 

Membership costs £20 per year and please contact the Clerk for further details 

at clerk@shorehamparishcouncil.gov.uk 

 Darent Valley Community Rail Partnership

Sarah Newman gave an excellent presentation on the proposals for Shoreham 

station.  Members agreed to support the project further to receiving more 

information.  A copy of the presentation will be available on the website. 

 Recreation Ground – Members have appointed contractors to repair some posts,

the matting in the playground and to carry out a tree survey.  A new pedestrian 

gate will be installed at the bottom of the Millennium footpath opposite Mill 

Lane to improve the safety of those using the path. 
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           Otford based Private Hire Taxi  
               for pre-booked trips: 

 Airports   (we meet you in the Terminal) 
 Hospital visits   (wait and return) 
 Cruise Terminals  (luggage no problem) 
 London 
 Days Out  (golf, seaside etc)     

   Ring Simon for a quote   07956 808747 
   Email   taxi@otford.net 

PLA

XTOL       PEST  AND 

  W ILDLIFE      MANAGEMEN
T 

PLAXTOL PEST
AND WILDLIFE
MANAGEMENT 

07368 605762
INFO@PLAXTOLPEST.CO.UK
WWW.PLAXTOLPEST.CO.UK

PLA
XTO

L       PEST  AND 

  W ILDLIFE      MANAGEM
EN

T 

PLAXTOL PEST
AND WILDLIFE
MANAGEMENT 

07368 605762
INFO@PLAXTOLPEST.CO.UK
WWW.PLAXTOLPEST.CO.UK



Members would like to thank all those residents who responded to the parking survey. 

Ninety one responses were received from a total number of residences in Shoreham of 

six hundred and seven...  Members are reviewing the responses and a report summarising 

the comments will be made available to the public. 

The Parish Council meets on the first Wednesday of the month except in August.   The 

Agenda and supporting papers for the meeting are posted on the website and on the Parish 

Council Facebook page. 

www.shorehamparishcouncil.gov.uk 

The Parish Council has a new postal address and residents can also now put letters in the 

post box which is on the Village Hall.  The Post Box, Shoreham Village Hall, High 

Street, Shoreham, Kent TN14 7TB 

The Freighter is at Forge Way on Saturday 11 November 9.15amto 9.45am 

Amanda Barlow   07912 611048    clerk@shorehamparishcouncil.gov.uk 

SHOREHAM WOMENS INSTITUTE 

Thank you so much to everyone who came and supported our Community Coffee 

morning in October.  It was a busy and fun morning and we were able to donate over 

£500 to Hospice in the Weald because of your generosity. 

Our next WI meeting will be held in the Village Hall on Tuesday 7 November when we 

will welcome ‘Ms Cherry Bombe’ who will speak about burlesque and how she became 

involved.  Members should arrive from 7.15pm for a 7.30pm start, and we will also be 

pleased to see any potential new members and visitors.  Please send any enquiries to 

Shoreham@wkfwi.org.uk 

Our next monthly Community Coffee Morning will be on Thursday 9 November, in the 

Village Hall, from 10am to 12pm. Tea/coffee + cake for only £2 in a friendly and relaxed 

environment.  It’s a lovely way to brighten up a cold November morning, and the heating 

will be on.  Julie Carder 

SHOREHAM BRANCH - ROYAL BRITISH LEGION 

POPPY CASCADE 

An idea was put forward earlier this year that we could display a Poppy Cascade outside 

The Church for Remembrance.  A plea was sent out to everyone in the village and beyond 

to ask if they would like to knit Poppies for the display and the call was answered!  We 

had a great response and Poppies have been knitted and sent to us from as far away as 

Cornwall and even France.  We are so grateful to everyone who contributed....it was 

much more than expected.  By the time you read this, the finished product will be in 

place outside the Porch door of The Church.....do come along and see it if you get the 

chance.  A huge thank you to everyone who knitted poppies and helped assemble the 

cascade. 
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Andrew McKay
Qualified and experienced Carpenter

Also experienced in external and internal painting

Free quotes and advice

07949 011806
Email: amckay1972@tiscali.co.uk

Shoreham Village School 
You will be warmly welcomed at Shoreham Village School.   
Please contact us on: 
01959 522228 or office@shoreham.kent.sch.uk

For more information, visit: www.shorehamvillageschool.net

Shoreham Village School is a ‘Good’ School
“Teaching is good. Teachers ensure that all pupils 
are set work at the right level so they achieve well.” 

“Pupils’ behaviour is good. They are well mannered 
and polite, and show respect for others.” 

Ofsted, March 2015

Join Shoreham Village School today to experience 
our: 
• happy, caring, small and inclusive environment 
• superb team of dedicated and nurturing staff
• wonderful facilities including iPads, extensive 

grounds and an allotment 
• range of before and after-school clubs

Shoreham Village School
You will be warmly welcomed at Shoreham Village School.  Please contact us on:
01959 522228 or office@shoreham.kent.sch.uk

For more information, visit: www.shorehamvillageschool.net

 Shoreham Village School is a ‘Good’ School  
“Pupils are fully engaged in their learning. …they 
behave well in lessons and around school 

“Pupils achieve well academically and make a 
positive contribution in their future lives.” 

Ofsted, April 2019 

Join Shoreham Village School today to experience
our:
 happy, caring, small and inclusive environment
 superb team of dedicated and nurturing staff
 wonderful facilities including iPads, extensive 

grounds and an allotment
 range of before and after-school clubs



SHOREHAM ROYAL BRITISH LEGION ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

Our AGM this year is on Friday 10 November in The Village Hall at 3pm.  After the 

meeting, which is never very long, we have a talk called Not Forgotten...The Crooked 

Billet by Jenny Randall.  This is about a V2 rocket that landed on The Crooked Billet 

pub in Bromley.  Afterwards there will be refreshments.  This is open to members and 

non-members.  Please note that the meeting is in the afternoon and not in the evening as 

it has been before. We are aware that lots of people do not like to come out on a cold, 

dark November evening and hope, by changing the time, this will be helpful.   We look 

forward to seeing you there                                                                    Lorna Robinson 

NEWS FROM SHOREHAM VILLAGE SCHOOL 

It has been lovely to enjoy some warm weather this late in the year, enabling our children 

to make the most of the field and Speller's Woods at break and lunchtimes. We are so 

lucky to have such large, beautiful grounds and I always find great joy when in the woods 

as they are so tranquil and atmospheric.  The monies raised by FOSS (Friends of 

Shoreham School) have been used to bring life to our little pond again, meaning the 

children can explore it for educational purposes; we are now in the process of trying to 

re-fence the area and any support from the village would be most welcome.   

We were pleased to welcome the Shoreham 'Over 60s' to our Harvest afternoon tea event 

and I was extremely proud of our Year 6 pupils who spoke to them with confidence and 

performed 'Harvest Rock n Roll'.  One of our guests wrote a thank you card after her visit 

which included the words, "I enjoyed every minute of my visit as the children were so 

wonderfully attentive."  What a lovely and fitting accolade for our eldest pupils. 

It was a great pleasure to accompany Cameron Class on their school trip to the British 

Museum to see the Benin Bronzes and then on to the National Gallery to participate in a 

workshop on landscapes.  The children were able to compare and contrast the artefacts 

from Ancient Egypt to the Benin Bronzes, and also to give their reasons for or against 

the argument that the Bronzes should be returned to Nigeria rather than kept in the British 

Museum. 

If you would like to support the school further, we are always happy to hear from people 

who would be interested in volunteering to work with the pupils to hear readers or run a 

club, or for those who could bring skills to the Governing Body that will help to lead the 

school strategically to further improve.   If you would like to find out more about how 

you can help your village school in this way, please contact me via the school office; all 

volunteers are subject to a Disclosure and Barring Service Check and go through an 

induction and training programme.    

We still have some limited spaces for pupils available in some year groups, so if you 

know anyone who is looking for a small friendly school with high standards and lots of 

lovely outdoor space, please ask them to call us to arrange a tour. Phone:  01959 522228 

or email: office@shoreham.kent.sch.uk 

   Gillian Lovatt-Young   Headteacher 
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the finest handcrafted joinery 
Windows, Doors & Gates, Conservatories 
Interiors, Commercial, Survey & Design 

Newlands joinery are suppliers of the finest 
joinery and bespoke joinery within  

the Kent area.  We pride ourselves on our 
craftmanship, expertise, knowledge and 

customer satisfaction.  All of which are among 
some of the most important things to us.   
To find out more head over to our website  

or give us a call.  

01959 522981 
info@newlandsjoinery.com 
www.newlandsjoinery.com 

Kent Barn, Filston Farm, Filston Lane 
Shoreham Kent TN14 5JU 



FESTIVE WREATH MAKING WORKSHOP IN SHOREHAM SCHOOL HALL 

WEDNESDAY 29 NOVEMBER 6.30pm to 8.30pm.  Lorna and Hazel from Castle Farm 

will run the workshop.  Tickets £35 pp Payment to pta-events.co.uk/shorehamfoss or 

cheque made payable to Friends of Shoreham School to the school office or 71 High 

Street. 

DRIPS AUTUMN MEETING (Darent River Preservation Society) 

Memorial Hall Otford TN145PQ Wednesday 8 November at 7.30pm. A  Short AGM  

followed by  "How we must look after the Darent" Speakers from Thames Water -  Jamie 

Riches (Chief Hydrologist) and Graeme Kasselman (Wastewater) Non members 

welcome  Enquiries 01959 563296 

SHOREHAM SOCIETY 

It may be colder, but it is certainly getting busier! We have had another |Shoreham Shine 

Day organised to perfection by our wonderful Secretary, with a full report of the day 

below. 

SPARKLING SHOREHAM 

On Saturday 14 October twenty four  shiny, happy people, including three  young people 

and five  enthusiastic newcomers, came to the Village Hall, collected equipment and set 

to work on making our village sparkle.  

Our haul included twenty five bags of rubbish and cut back vegetation, three tonne bags 

of brambles, nettles and branches, plus an assortment of articles including: metal 

canisters, a barbecue griddle, a lump of rubber and very battered wheelbarrow! 

A BIG THANK YOU to all the volunteers who: 

 made a great start on making the river path more accessible

 cleared the Village Hall paths and removed brambles

 weeded and swept pavements

 swept the Multi Use Games Area on the recreation ground

 cleared ivy

 rubbish hauled from the outlying lanes and paths

 washed signs and sparkled up the phone box

 provided much needed wheels and metal canister disposal

 cut back vegetation and cleared away mud to enable another car to be parked in

the car park 

 provided delicious refreshments and kept the Village Hall in good order

 and the wonderful volunteers who did a day or so of hedge and vegetation

cutting around the Village Hall 
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   Holiday Cottage - Yorkshire Dales 
      Idyllic location – Wensleydale 
3 bedrooms- sleeps 6/7. Enclosed garden 

Dogs and children welcome 
Off-road parking 

Contact Steve Birkin 
01959 523071 

Or birkins78@gmail.com 

Award winning sparkling and  

still wines grown locally in Shoreham 

01959 524008 

www.themountvineyard.co.uk 

Need help with

I.T. issues ?

contact

Andrew

Prosphero - IT Support

t.  01732 742454

m. 07957 648461

andrew@prosphero.co.uk

For professional and 

friendly advice and support 

for home and business use

Holiday Cottage - Yorkshire Dales 
Idyllic location in Wensleydale 

3 bedrooms - sleeps 6/7. Enclosed garden 
Off-road parking 

Dogs welcome 
Contact Steve Birkin 

birkins78@gmail.com 
www.overdalecottage.co.uk 

Mobile: 07930  634778      E: office@build1st.co.uk 

& LANDLORD REFURBISHMENT  

More > 

CONVERSION   /  LOFTS   /   

KITCHENS  &  BATHROOMS   /  EXTENSIONS 

HOME OFFICE   /   SUMMERHOUSE 

Call us  020 8857 8100

Brickwork 
Plastering  

Re-Pointing 
Foundations 

Rendering 
Roofing  
Gutters  

Soffits  
Drainage  

Fencing  
Flooring  

Tiling  
Decoration  
Driveways  

Paving 

HOME IMPROVEMENT 

B u i l d  1 s t  

 Committed to Excellence 

.co.uk

ALL  BUILDING WORK

• Corns & calluses
PRICES 

• Hard skin
• Verrucas
• Ingrown toe nails
• Thickened fungal nails
• Cracked heels

£40  

£35 over 65's

• Toe nail cutting and care
• Diabetic and High Risk Foot Care and Advice
•

  
 

YOUR HEALTHY FEET
Foot Health Practitioners 
Mobile Foot Health Professional service 
in the comfort of your own home 

TREATMENTS 

Mobile: 07500 041535
Email: sarah@yourhealthyfeet.co.uk
Web: www.yourhealthyfeet.co.uk



SHOREHAM SOCIETY ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

24 NOVEMBER AT 7.30pm 

This seems to have been a year with a focus on our lovely woodlands and their 

management. Therefore, we are looking forward to our talk by the Woodland Trust. This 

will be followed by the ever-popular round up of the farming year by William Alexander. 

This is always a convivial evening with wine, the famous cheese biscuits and even a few 

minutes devoted to the AGM itself. All are welcome. If you are not a member, you can 

join on the day. 

Looking further ahead, Father Christmas has once again, agreed to visit Shoreham on 

Christmas Eve. So do leave some time in your Christmas planning to allow our younger 

residents to come along. More details will be in the next edition of the Gazette.  

     Chris Euman     - Joint Chair 

TEMENOS CHAMBER CHOIR 

I SING OF A MAIDEN 

Saturday 25 November, 7.30pm, church of St John the Baptist, Sevenoaks TN13 

3TX 

An unusual and fascinating programme of carols by women composers: Hildegard of 

Bingen, Isabella Leonarda, Elizabeth Poston, Errolyn Wallen, Elizabeth Maconchy, 

Sally Beamish, Karensa Briggs, Cecilia McDowall and Judith Weir. 

Tickets £15 (£7 students) from ticketsource.co.uk; in person only from Sevenoaks 

bookshop; or ring 01732 457826. 

CITIZENS ADVICE 

We are helping an increasing number of clients who are finding it hard to make ends 

meet. If you are having trouble paying for essentials – Council Tax, rent, gas and 

electricity – do get in touch. We can check whether you are receiving the financial help 

government is targeting on certain groups, or help you to access other emergency funds 

and ways of reducing energy bills. 

You can ring us on the freephone number 0808 278 7810 (10am-3pm, Monday-Friday) 

or email advice@nwkent.cab.org.uk. There is also extensive up-to-date information on 

all other issues on the Citizens Advice public website www.citizensadvice.org.uk. 
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 Rated Outstanding by OFSTED, 
Shoreham Village Pre-school, offers 
a happy, safe and stimulating
environment for your little one to 
start their education. 

Contact Michelle Philbrick 
T: 01959 52 55 77 
E: shoreham.preschool@yahoo.com 
W: www.shoreham.kent.sch.uk 

THE STUDIO
 now at the Education Centre, Coolings Nurseries,

Rushmore Hill, Knockholt. TN14 7NN

Tel: 01959 562192  or 07799 534191    
www.pilatesinsevenoaks.co.uk

MAT & REFORMER CLASSES
PRIVATE TUITION
SPORTS CONDITIONING
REHABILITATION



HARVESTING FROM THE ALLOTMENTS 

Traditionally this is the time of year when we celebrate the harvest. However, when you 

have the delights of growing your own you can be harvesting throughout the year and 

from mid-summer until mid-autumn you can be harvesting and storing. I like to think of 

this as our ‘insurance policy’ for the winter.   Jeremy and I have two allotments, although 

Jeremy is most definitely the Chief Grower! Between us we grow lots of fruit, flowers, 

herbs and yummy veggies. 

Throughout winter and early spring we are harvesting goodies such as lovely Brussels 

sprouts (they really are lovely), cabbages, broccoli, leeks, beetroot, turnips, parsnips, 

spinach, chard and kale. 

As spring progresses we have the delights of harvesting lettuce, radishes, over wintered 

onions and shallots, broad beans, rhubarb and the spinach, chard and kale keep on giving! 

Added to this we are harvesting beautiful tulips and daffodils. 

Summer heralds the wonderful harvest of soft fruit. Raspberries, blackcurrants, 

redcurrants and gooseberries are all picked and topped and tailed, usually in front of the 

television! Much is frozen for culinary treats yet to come. At this time of year we are 

also harvesting French beans, runner beans, courgettes, carrots, tomatoes, peppers, 

beetroot and wonderful potatoes, and the spinach, chard and kale keep on giving! This 

too is the time when the sweet peas, sunflowers and dahlias begin to colour our home. 

As summer progresses into autumn the carrots, beetroot and potatoes continue. Added to 

this interestingly shaped squashes start to be harvested and, of, course, the spinach, chard 

and kale keep on giving, as do the sweet peas, sunflowers and dahlias. Everything is 

grown with love, grown organically and absolutely no chemicals. However, none of this 

could happen if we didn’t have our kitchen, study and greenhouse full of chitting potatoes 

and tender seedlings during the winter and early spring months. Luckily for them, and 

for us, it is a very happily shared space! Fancy giving it a go? You don’t have to start 

big; quarter and half plots are available. Amazingly a quarter plot is only £10 and a half 

plot only £15 per year! See Gazette insert for more details. 

     Vannessa and Jeremy- the happy allotmenteers. 

SHOREHAM VILLAGE PLAYERS REMEMBERED 

In Memoriam; Lorna Lee 10 July 1930 – 6 September 2023 - 

Lorna and Gordon Lee were active in more than fifteen productions between them in the 

Shoreham Village Players across a span of five decades, starting in the mid-1950s and 

not hanging up the grease paint and dog-eared play-scripts until the early 1990s. They 

also served on its committee for many years. 

Lorna was a keen actor at school and then at University in Exeter, where she met Gordon 

– five years older and demobbed after fighting the Japanese in Burma. Gordon had never

stepped on any stage when they moved to Shoreham in 1954. Yet the family myth goes 

that Lorna was so dissatisfied by the first Players' production she was involved in, that 

she came home and declared that Gordon could do a better job as producer.  
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She was persuasive, and so it seems was he to the Village Players' Committee. They 

trusted him (though relatively new to the village) to put on Shakespeare's Twelfth Night, 

on twelfth night 1956, with Lorna in the leading role of Viola. It was a success and 

several other productions followed over the next ten years.  Gordon never did act – he 

directed, often with Lorna in the cast. 

He emphasised keeping up a good pace in productions. His mantra was “The seats in the 

Village Hall are very hard.” 

A wonderful ensemble of amateur talent formed around these shows at that time. Susan 

Platts a gifted painter produced beautiful scenery to transform the Village Hall's modest 

stage. Richard Butterworth and Peter Walker were stalwart and gifted amateur actors 

with natural presence and great charm. Stage Management, Lighting, Sound and ticket 

sales were typically in the hands of a regular team who knew their roles and discharged 

them well. The plays were popular and the reviews complimentary. It was a wonderful 

community instance of the whole amounting to so much more than the sum of its parts.  

There was room for young and old: 

“Fags out girls, we're on”, was apparently the injunction backstage by Peaseblossom to 

her fellow teenage fairies before they had to go on to minister to Bottom at Titania's 

command in  Shakespeare's Midsummer Night's Dream. Every facet of village life was 

represented – Dudley Benbow, Shoreham's vicar, took part; while Lord Dunsany 

President of the Shoreham Village Players wrote a one act play The Road in 1956 as part 

of the battle to keep what would become the M25 from being driven through the heart of 

Shoreham. 

Other notable productions of that era included, Shakespeare's Merchant of Venice, The 

Ghost Train, the thriller Dead on Nine, and Journey's End. This last being all male, Lorna 

did the make-up. It must have been a powerful evocation of war to an audience in 1966, 

barely twenty years after the end of conflict in Europe and when many older village 

residents would have had vivid personal memories of its First World War setting. One 

night when the thunder-flashes for the end of the play's final bombardment scene failed 

to sound on cue, in a panic they were inadvertently all let off at once and in so doing they 

did very nearly actually bring the house down! 

Gordon went on to direct a Victorian Music Hall evening in 1973 after he and Lorna had 

moved from Shoreham to Otford. Lorna appeared on the bill singing My Old Man Said 

Follow the Van. She continued acting with the Players – taking the lead in Saturday, 

Sunday, Monday, and in 1992 appearing in the Player's second production of Noel 

Coward's Blithe Spirit. That same year she directed a very successful production of 

Murder in the Cathedral in Shoreham Church.  

Lorna bowed out from the Players in 1993 after producing another Music Hall evening, 

as Gordon had done twenty years before.  By this stage their own marriage was over, the 

partnership that had been so productive in the 1950s and early 1960s dissolved in divorce. 

Gordon died in November 2001 aged 76 from the long term effects of type 2 diabetes. 

Lorna lived to be 93, dying peacefully on 6 September 2023. 

     Matthew Lee   once a Shoreham Village Player in Hands Across the Sea 
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TALES FROM THE HILL 

One of my cycling destinations when I was young was the Water Pumping Station at 

Nurstead near Meopham. Situated along a quiet country lane, this magnificent banded 

brick building always took me by surprise. The oval cathedral like windows gleamed 

revealing two huge reciprocating steam engines that almost silently drove the pistons that 

pumped the water from the aquifer below. One glance tells you that the operatives took 

pride in their work even down to the wallflowers that adorned the frontage of the 

building. 

Joseph Bazalgette the famous engineer who designed the life saving sewage system in 

London would have approved of this pumping station and the men who operated it. 

Likewise I am sure he would have howled with reproach at the unholy mess that our 

rivers and beaches are now in, thanks entirely to corporate greed and lack of foresight. 

The amazing fact about the failure of our sewage system is that it affects all parts of our 

country, 72% of the industry is controlled by firms in 17 countries and just 10% by UK 

companies. 

If you are inclined you can still visit The Cloaca Massima in Rome a 2000 year old 

sewage system that is still in use today, whilst we in Blighty return to The Great Stink of 

1848!  John Bovington 

OVER 60S 

You are very welcome to join the Over 60s in the village hall for their winter programme 

 Wednesday 8th November at 2pm

A nice cup of tea and cake and a talk on “Treasures” 

 Wednesday 22nd November at 2pm

Bring and Buy sale for funds for Christmas and Tea 

SHOREHAM & DISTRICT HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

For the talk at our October meeting, David Cufley told us what went into the building of 

the railway along the Darent Valley in the 1850s and 1860s. He explained the trades and 

skills needed for creating the many embankments, cuttings and bridges - not to mention 

the great viaduct at Eynsford. Huge amounts of soil were dug from the ground and made 

into countless bricks in brickfields nearby. The members thoroughly enjoyed the meeting 

judging by the questions to the speaker and subsequent discussions. 

 The next meeting of the Society will be on 17th November with Rod Shelton’s talk 

“From Castle to Cardboard” the history of Eynsford Castle.  Please remember to look at 

our website for news and photographs. https://shorehamkenthistory.weebly.com 

 James Saynor 
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SHOREHAM VILLAGE DIARY FOR NOVEMBER 2023 

Friday 3 Coffee and Chat Church Room from 10.30am 

Tuesday 7 Shoreham Women’s Institute Village Hall 7.15pm 

Wednesday 8 Over 60s Village Hall 2pm 

Wednesday 8 DRIPS AGM Otford Hall 7.30pm 

Thursday 9 Shoreham Community Coffee Village Hall 10 to12 noon 

Friday 10 Royal British Legion AGM Village Hall 3pm 

Friday 17 Shoreham Historical Society Village Hall 8pm 

Wednesday 22 Over 60s Village Hall 2pm 

Friday 24 Shoreham Society AGM Village Hall 7.30pm 

Saturday 25 ADVENT MARKET IN THE CHURCH         10am to 2pm 

DECEMBER 

1 & 2 SHOREHAM VILLAGE PLAYERS CHRISTMAS CABARET   

Village Hall  6.30pm for 7.30pm 

2 5pm Meet in the Church to walk to Crown Road lights Carol 

Singing.  Lights turn on at 6pm 

GAZETTE COPY 

Copy for DECEMBER AND JANUARY should be send to 

shorehamgazette@gmail.com by 19 NOVEMBER as a word attachment in Times 

New Roman 10 and single spacing.  No January edition!! 

SHOREHAM GAZETTE INFORMATION 

Donations are always very welcome either to Ken Fowler who arranges distribution or 

bank transfer to SHOREHAM P C C 

Sort code 090155 account number 00193703. Reference your name and gazette 

Editor Ann Ball BEM Oxbourne View TN14 7TP                  07531669204 

Distribution Ken Fowler 79 High Street        TN14 7TB                  01959 522365 

Advertising Julie Carder   julieshoreham@gmail.com                07415 209432 

Postal Gazettes Pauline Clark   paulineshoreham@gmail.com 

Our Printer is:- 

Paul Bashford Lakeside Printing Unit 4A, Munday Works, 58-66 Morley Road, 

Tonbridge, Kent TN9 1QT 

01732 358815 - sales@lakesideprinting.co.uk 
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Helping hard working,
health conscious people

to solve their frustrating
painful problems, regain
mobility and get back to

their active lives.

www.itosteopathy.co.uk
07738 017206

at the Quadrangle, Shoreham
Discovery session available

@itosteo

Back & Joint Pain ~ Muscular Aches & Pains ~ Injury Recovery & Prevention

Find out how we can help
no risk and no obligation 

- call or visit website for details

3 Bed, 6 Berth  
2021 Caravan To Rent
On Parkdean, Camber Sands

Gated outside decking area.
2 toilets, 1 with shower. Fully equipped kitchen with 

dishwasher, full sized fridge freezer & microwave. 
Mains gas central heating. Open plan lounge diner. 

Freeview TV, DVD player. 

2 minutes walk to beautiful sandy beach. 10 
minutes drive to the pretty historic town of Rye. 

Clubhouse with restaurant, nightly entertainment, 
parks, swimming pools, children’s activities.

Sorry no pets

Beachvibes7@hotmail.com

THE CHRISTMAS QUIZ SATURDAY 10 DECEMBER
Shoreham Village Hall 7.00pm for 7.30pm start

Because of the Queen’s death, the Quiz on Saturday 17 September to raise money for
food banks had to be cancelled.  We hope you will now be able to come and test your
wits on Saturday 10 December with your friends. There will be tables of six, so it would
be great if you could make up a team, or if you want to come on your own or with a
friend, we can match you up with a table.  Mince pies will be served during the interval
and nibbles will be provided, but you are welcome to bring some of your own nibbles. A 
pay bar will be open all evening selling wine, beer and soft drinks.  As well as raising
funds for local food banks, there will also be an opportunity to make a donation on the
night.

Tickets £10 are available from ticketsource.co.uk/darent-valley- quiz-night, or in person 
from Shoreham Village Stores.  For any enquiries, please contact Sheila Birkin on 01959
523071 or birkins78@gmail.com. The quiz is run by the Darent Valley Branch of
Sevenoaks CLP. Sheila Birkin, Gavin Owen, Jill Webster, Madeleine Marshall, Mary
Symons and Anne Deane

OVER 60S
Wednesday 7 December- Christmas Lunch followed by children singing, from
Shoreham village school. 12pm for 12.30pm in the village hall.

Wednesday 11 January- memories of Shoreham. Please bring any memories and stories 
of your time in Shoreham to share with everyone. 2pm Village hall.

Wednesday 25 January- AGM 2pm Village hall Suna Keates and  Kath Topham

VILLAGE DIARY FOR DECEMBER 
Friday 2 and Saturday 3 Shoreham Village Players Cabaret
Wednesday 7 Over 60s Christmas Lunch
Thursday 8 Community Coffee Morning Village Hall 10am- 12 pm
Saturday 10 Christmas Quiz Village Hall 7pm for7.30pm
Wednesday 14 Defibrillator Training Village Hall 7.30pm

VILLAGE DIARY FOR JANUARY
Tuesday 10 Women’s Institute Village Hall 12.45pm
Wednesday 11 Over 60s Village Hall 2pm
Thursday 12 Community Coffee Village Hall 10 – 12 noon
Friday 20 Shoreham Historical talk Village Hall 7.30pm for
8pm
Wednesday 25 Over 60s AGM Village Hall 2pm 
Saturday 28 Cyclops Play St Luke’s



SHOREHAM 
ALLOTMENTS 
ASSOCIATION 
Grow your own! 

Annual rents 
• Full plot £25
• Half plot £15

• Quarter plot £10
Membership Secretary 

Vannessa Hills 
v.hills098@gmail.com

Shoreham Village Hall
Weddings . Parties . 
Lectures . Societies .

Functions . Meetings.
Free WiFi

To check availability:
https://shorehamvillagehall.co.uk/hal
lbooking/
Bookings by email only: 
bookings@shorehamvillagehall.co.uk

Shoreham Pavilion Available for Hire
A fully accessible, beautiful, wooden building 
with central reception space, kitchen and 
changing rooms set overlooking the school 
playing fields and Spellers’ Wood.

The facility is ideal for evening or weekend 
events, adult or children’s learning or music 
groups, and as a meeting room for social 
groups. The Changing Rooms are available 
to hire separately in conjunction with use of 
the field.

For all enquiries, please contact the 
School Office on 01959 522228.

SHOREHAM VILLAGE PLAYERS 
Are you interested in acting, singing, 
directing, lighting & sound, stage 
design & construction, costumes… 
having a lot of fun and making 
friends for life? 

THEN COME AND JOIN US! 

Email: 
shorehamvillageplayers@gmail.com 

Or call Janet Heuston on: 
01959 523 979  

Shoreham & Otford CC 
offers:

• 4 x Senior Teams

• Junior cricket for boys & girls age 7-15

• Winter nets

• NEW MEMBERS WELCOME

www.socc.uk
Contact: Alex Hofmann • 07525 583 717

Email - Seniors: sandoccavailabilities@gmail.com

Juniors: alex.hofmann@fisglobal.com  



Contact Sophie Marsh on
01959 525656/07752 164452

sophie@darenthulme.co.uk
darenthulme.co.uk

Darent Hulme, Shacklands Rd.
Shoreham, Kent TN14 7TU

Self-contained 
detached 
barn, off ering 
comfortable and 
quietly stylish 
accommodation

BED & BREAKFAST

Darent Hulme Barn
For friendly advice on all your 

TV Aerial / Satellite requirements

Please Call:
01732 590246
01959 525884
07950 852021

email: sevenoaksaerials@btinternet.com






