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GUTTERS CLEARED & REPAIRED 

Affordable rates fully insured
Jeremy Steer

All Seasons 
Gardening

Hedge Cutting • Tree Work
Ground & Garden Clearance

Regular One-off Tidy-ups
All Jobs Considered

Green Waste 
Licence Holder

01732  
463669

Shoreham Emergency Plan

All major emergencies are dealt with by the emergency services. However, there may be 
times such as power cuts, snow and ice, flooding or storms where the emergency services 
are not required. These conditions can make life challenging for more vulnerable people 
such as the elderly, infirm, disabled, sick or even someone who maybe heavily pregnant or 
with young children. 

If you'd like to be on the list either permanently or temporarily, or you know someone 
who would, then please contact , the Parish Clerk on 0791 2611048 or via 
email at clerk2012@shorehamparishcouncil.gov.uk . If you are giving the details of another 
person please ensure you have their permission and agreement. 
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LIGHT and HEAT
Light … Our Christmas Tree, with its lights, is still up. At home and in

church. So is the star. On the basis that many of us struggle (me included),
with the lack of light at this time of year, Candlemas on the 2nd February
provides us with the ideal excuse to keep those lights shining a bit longer.

Candlemas is a pivotal turning point in the Christian year, as we turn
from the ‘crib’ to the ‘cross’. It is also the midpoint of winter, halfway
between the shortest day, and the spring equinox. On this day, Christians
remember the presentation of Jesus in the temple, 40 days after his birth,
as was the Jewish custom.

It was the day of the year, when all the candles, that were to be used in
the church during the coming year, were brought into church, and a
blessing was said over them. For Christians, candles are a sign of hope,
they were and still are a reminder that Jesus came, as a light in the
darkness; with a message that the light of the world is always with us.

Heat … Many of you will know that the church heating is not working,
and probably won’t be for some weeks. As well as fixing the boiler, we
are also exploring additional heating, thanks to some generous legacy
money. This complementary heating focuses on heating the person rather
than the space.

I’m not the only vicar who has had to grapple with heating, as this
extract from Alain’s (nearly finished) book reads: ‘The comfort of the
parishioners in church was an important consideration for the Vicar. In
December 1913 he was glad to be able to announce that a new heating
system had been put in the church and that the cold conditions which he
had previously written about had vanished. David Madge publicly
expressed the hope that people would no longer give the lack of warmth
in the church as a reason for staying away from church.’

Of course, we are now fortunate enough to have the Church Room,
which, when numbers allow, is where we are holding church services. It
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is also a WARM SPACES venue on Tuesdays and Fridays (see info). I
hope that, in due course, like the vicar 110 years ago, I too will be able to
share some positive news about the heating in church.

Back to Light … to Candlemas, which was also important in the lives
of farmers, some people believing that Candlemas Day predicted the
weather for the rest of winter. An old English song goes as follows: “If
Candlemas be fair and bright, / Come, Winter, have another flight. / If
Candlemas brings clouds and rain, / Go, Winter, and come not again.” So,
what are you hoping for on Candlemas Day? Revd Diane

CHURCH SERVICES

5th February - 3 before Lent
9am Breakfast@Church
6pm Communion

12th February - 2 before Lent
9am Communion (BCP)  
10am Morning Worship

19th February - Sunday before Lent
10am Morning Worship with Communion for all ages   
4pm Songs of Praise

22nd February - Ash Wednesday
6pm Ash Wednesday service with imposition of ashes 

26th February - 1st Sunday of Lent
10am Communion with the Choir
6pm Evening Service

While the heating in church is out of action, where numbers allow, most 
Sunday services will be held in the Church Room



Visit Castle Farm for local farm foods, fresh eggs, ice cream, 
seasonal produce, home decorations & thoughtful gifts.

Tuesday – Saturday: 9am – 5pm. 
Sunday & Bank Hols: 10am – 5pm. Closed on Mondays.

Order online for beautifully wrapped Gifts & 
Hampers to be sent nationwide. 

www.castlefarmkent.co.uk 01959 523219

email: psj2wilson@gmail.com

or call: 01622 872579 or 07743 765448

A characterful log cabin and a charming shepherd’s hut set in a beautiful 
meadow, a 10-minute stroll from the centre of  historic Shoreham.

Enjoy our heated outdoor pool and fire pit.
www.whitehillwoods.co.uk

enquiries@whitehillwoods.co.uk • 07889 998988

I provide help with your computer, from
operating system and software installation
to diagnosing and troubleshooting faults, to
giving one to tuition.
These are a few of the services I offer:

� Support for Windows 7 to Windows 11
� New computer recommendations and

builds
� Upgrades to Windows 11
� Advice on backup procedures
� Malware scanning and removal

For more information, please contact
me:



Revd Diane Rees
The Vicarage, Station Road, Shoreham TN14 7SA 
revdrdi@outlook.com 01959 522363 
(Usual parish days Friday to Monday)

WARM SPACES
You are invited to the Church Room in January and February.
Soup, bread and hot drinks are available from 11.30am - 2.30pm on these 
dates:

Friday 3rd February
Tuesday 7th February
Friday 10th February
Tuesday 14th February

Friday 17th February
Tuesday 21st February
Friday 24th February
Tuesday 28th February

There are some toys available (chosen by Liz, our Stay and Play leader) 
for younger visitors.

RING FOR THE KING WITH THE SHOREHAM BELLRINGERS

The Shoreham Bellringers are looking for recruits in time for the 
Coronation. To get involved contact Alison, the tower captain
alisoncallender3@gmail.com

CHRISTINGLE GIFTS
We have received a thank you card for the gifts that were given at the 
Christingle Service:-

"Thank you so much for your Christingle gifts for our children and 
families. They are very much appreciated.
From Shelagh and the team at the Family Centres."



  Otford based Private Hire Taxi 
      for pre-booked trips:

Airports   (we meet you in the Terminal)

Hospital visits   (wait and return)

Cruise Terminals (luggage no problem)

London
Days Out  (golf, seaside etc)

  Ring Simon for a quote   07956 808747
   Email   taxi@otford.net
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TALES FROM THE HILL

If you have walked through Magpie Bottom recently you might have had 
a shock, Kent Wildlife Trust have employed a contractor to cut down the 
ash trees that could pose a danger to the public if they fell across the road 
or footpaths as a result of Ash Dieback disease . Although I was aware that 
it was Kent Wildlife Trust intention to fell these trees as I had seen the red 
markers sprayed onto the trees that indicated they were due to be felled, it 
still came as quite a shock to see and hear many venerable trees come 
crashing to the ground The scale of the works exceeds the damage caused 
by the ‘87 storm.  Meanwhile it looks a mess, let’s hope many of the 
remaining Ashes will survive, and the damage to the chalk grass land is 
not too great.    Do take care if you are walking on footpaths 24 & 25 as 
the heavy machinery has left them in a treacherous condition.

There is a further issue that concerns us namely the spread of invasive 
species on the banks, especially hawthorn, dog wood, and blackthorn, 
areas that we managed, over the years, to keep clear for orchids,cowslips 
and other chalk loving plants to prosper. I am meeting with the CEO of 
KWT to discuss the matter.

I normally try to end my tales with something that might make you smile, 
But this time I’m finding it difficult.

 John Bovington

CITIZENS ADVICE 

With so many people struggling at the moment our AdviceLine, 0808 278 
7810, can be slow to reply – we can only apologise. You can also email 
us at advice@nwkent.cab.org.uk, describing your problem, and give a 
phone number if you would like to speak to someone. And our website, 
https://www.citizensadvice.org.uk, gives lots of useful information and 
advice on housing, employment, benefits, debt, consumer and many other 
problems.  



Andrew McKay

07949 011806
amckay1972@tiscali.co.uk

Shoreham Village School 
You will be warmly welcomed at Shoreham Village School.   
Please contact us on: 
01959 522228 or office@shoreham.kent.sch.uk

For more information, visit: www.shorehamvillageschool.net

Shoreham Village School is a ‘Good’ School
“Teaching is good. Teachers ensure that all pupils 
are set work at the right level so they achieve well.” 

“Pupils’ behaviour is good. They are well mannered 
and polite, and show respect for others.” 

Ofsted, March 2015

Join Shoreham Village School today to experience 
our: 
• happy, caring, small and inclusive environment 
• superb team of dedicated and nurturing staff
• wonderful facilities including iPads, extensive 

grounds and an allotment 
• range of before and after-school clubs

Shoreham Village School is a 
Pupils are fully engaged in their learning. they 

behave well in lessons and around school

Pupils achieve well academically and make a 
positive contribution in their future lives

Ofsted, April 2019



SHOREHAM HISTORICAL SOCIETY

In January, Dr Charles Shee gave our annual Lothian Lecture, which is 
always on a medical topic. Dr Shee gave an excellent illustrated talk on 
the History of Tuberculosis - the so-called White Death that in 1815 killed 
a quarter of England’s population. It found a diminishing number of 
victims well into the 20th century, and still kills 1.5 million people around 
the world each year. Everything from “foul air” to "immodest dress" were 
thought to be the cause of TB in the 19th century until the bacillus behind 
it was discovered in 1882. In 1944, streptomycin was the first of several 
drugs that were found to provide a cure.

The next meeting will be on 17th February when Ian Thomson will be 
speaking about The Lady Code Breakers of Bletchley Park, village hall 
doors open 7.30pm for socialising and the meeting commences 8pm
. Lynda Alleeson

SHOREHAM SOCIETY

The visit of Father Christmas to The George (aka The Samuel Palmer) on 
Christmas Eve was a great success.  It was the first full indoor celebration 
since we were there three years ago.  The reindeer and the elves delivered 
two sacks of gifts for Santa to distribute to a great number of excited (but 
very well behaved) children. The pub was most generous with the mulled 
wine in helping with the arrangements, for which we are most grateful. 

The Shoreham Society’s next event is the Shoreham Shine bi-annual litter 
pick and clean-up on Saturday 4th March. Meet at the Village Hall from  –
9am to 1pm (or in the afternoon by arrangement) and bring gloves.  Litter 
picking and cleaning equipment is provided.  It’s great fun, so please do 
make a note in your diary or online calendar. 

We are in the early planning stages for a venture to use some of the funds 
raised at the Duck Race. It is to provide a drinking water fountain attached 
to the Village Hall.  The idea is to encourage local people and visitors to 
fill up water bottles and have a drink of water, rather than buy drinks in 
wasteful single use plastic bottles. It also seeks to discourage children and 
young people from consuming unhealthy sugary soft drinks. In 
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Sevenoaks, the Town Council is starting to roll out drinking fountains 
with the same aims, and it is time that Shoreham kept up with what is a 
growing trend. Do please join the Shoreham Society!   For a 
membership form (£5 single or £10 per household) you can email: 
shorehamsociety@gmail.com

Chris Euman and John Saynor
Shoreham Society, Co-Chairs 

ELIZABETH HULBERT

Elizabeth Hulbert lived at Timberden Farm Cottage in Shacklands Road 
and she sadly passed away peacefully in her sleep on 9th November aged 
102. She moved to Shoreham in 1973 with her husband Kenneth, buying
what were then two small terraced farm cottages which they knocked
together, adding an extension at the back to make an attractive four-
bedroom home with beautiful roses at the front. When Kenneth, who was
an orthopaedic surgeon, retired they become involved in Shoreham village
life. They were regulars at local history society events and attended WEA
classes in art history where they joined other Shoreham residents on
cultural trips, one they talked about often was the Vermeer exhibition at
The Hague. Elizabeth’s daughter Anne still has the essays she wrote on
the course, all in a perfect italic script. (Those were the days before
computers when people actually used things called pens!)

Elizabeth came originally from East Yorkshire, born into a family steeped 
in Methodism. After an early career working as a domestic science teacher 
and matron at a boarding school she married Kenneth in 1946 following 
a whirlwind romance. 
The family moved to Petts Wood in 1950 and became heavily involved in 
the life of Orpington Methodist Church. Elizabeth was a director of the 
Methodist Recorder for many years and became President of the 
Shaftesbury Society (now the charity Livability) in 1977. But her greatest 
love was always family life. She had three children, Anne, Jane (died in 
1999) and John, seven grandchildren and five great grandchildren. People 
will remember her warmth, humour, unbounded energy and flair for 
entertaining - all done with effortless charm. Anyone visiting the house 
would be guaranteed a warm welcome along with an immaculately laid 
tea trolley with chocolate biscuits. Anne Richards (daughter)



Award winning sparkling and  

still wines grown locally in Shoreham 

01959 524008 

www.themountvineyard.co.uk 

Mobile: 07930  634778      E: o ce@build1st.co.uk 

& LANDLORD REFURBISHMENT  

More > 
CONVERSION   /  LOFTS   /   

KITCHENS  &  BATHROOMS   /  EXTENSIONS 

HOME OFFICE   /   SUMMERHOUSE 

Call us  020 8857 8100

Brickwork 
Plastering  

Re-Pointing 
Foundations 

Rendering 
Roofing  
Gutters  

Soffits  
Drainage  

Fencing  
Flooring  

Tiling  
Decoration  
Driveways  

Paving 

Mobile: 07930  634778

& LA

KITCHENS & BA

Call us  C ll

HOME IMPROVEMENT 

B u i l d  1 s t 
 Committed to Excellence 

.co.uk

ALL  BUILDING WORK

Corns & calluses
PRICES 

Hard skin
£40 first appointment 

Verrucas
£37 follow up 

Ingrown toe nails
Thickened fungal nails

£35 over 65 first appointment 

Cracked heels
£32 over 65 follow up 

Toe nail cutting and care
Diabetic and High Risk Foot Care and Advice

  

YOUR HEALTHY FEET
Foot Health Practitioners

Mobile Foot Health Professional service 
in the comfort of your own home 

TREATMENTS 

Mobile: 07500 041535
Email: sarah@yourhealthyfeet.co.uk
Web: www.yourhealthyfeet.co.uk



NEW CHURCH FIELD PATH

This is a Darent Valley Landscape Partnership Scheme funded by 
Interreg’s EU Experience project, Heritage Lottery Fund and SDC.  Our 
KCC member Roger Gough also made a donation from his member fund.  

Shoreham Parish Council must be thanked for agreeing to maintain the 
path and of course, the project would not have been possible at all without 
the generous agreement of the landowners Andrew and Rick 
Montgomerie



Sue Wickes 

Soft 
Furnishings      
and Alterations  

Tel : 01322 864967  

Mobile : 07793 962295 

Rated Outstanding by OFSTED,
Shoreham Village Pre-school, offers 
a happy, safe and stimulating 
environment for your little one to 
start their education.

Contact Michelle Philbrick
T: 01959 52 55 77
E: shoreham.preschool@yahoo.com
W: www.shoreham.kent.sch.uk

Mandy Cohen 

 Registered Osteopath and Massage Therapist 

Crown Enterprise
16 High Street 
Seal 
TN15 0AJ
Telephone: 07799066613

THE STUDIO
 now at the Education Centre, Coolings Nurseries,

Rushmore Hill, Knockholt. TN14 7NN

Tel: 01959 562192  or 07799 534191    

www.pilatesinsevenoaks.co.uk

MAT & REFORMER CLASSES
PRIVATE TUITION
SPORTS CONDITIONING
REHABILITATION



SHOREHAM VILLAGE HALL SATURDAY 11TH FEBRUARY 
7.30 pm 

Tickets £12.50 
www.shorehamvillageplayers.co.uk or by phone 074848  21204 

A true story of a remarkable friendship made between a lonely, unhappy 
teenager and the scary old lady who lived in the spooky house on his 
street. 
Uplifting, big-hearted and hilarious. ‘Captivating …. A generous, 
deepening hymn to friendship’ – Sunday Times **** 

Wyn Melville Jones 

TEMENOS CHAMBER CHOIR

William Byrd – Masterworks for Lent 
Saturday 4 March, 7.30pm, in St Mary’s Church, Riverhead TN13 
2BS

William Byrd, who died 500 years ago, is one of England’s greatest 
composers. We celebrate his centenary with a programme of reflective, 
devotional music for Lent with extracts from two of his wonderful masses, 
and two harpsichord interludes with Jack Gonzalez Harding.
Tickets £15, students £7, in person from Sevenoaks bookshop or phone 
01959 523765.

Kate Britten 



OVER 60S

Wednesday 8th February- Lunch at The Crown in Shoreham. 12.30pm

Wednesday 22nd February at 2pm in the Village Hall The History of 
Pancakes. Agneta will talk about pancakes and this will be followed by a 
tasting session.

Suna Keates

ROYAL BRITISH LEGION.

First of all.....Happy New Year to everyone.  Hope it’s a good one for 
everyone.  The start of another year and another year of events and 
fundraising.
We are going to organise a trip to Capel Le Ferne....hopefully on a 
Saturday in April. This is to the Battle of Britain Memorial which is 
dedicated to the heroic and selfless deeds of the men who won the Battle 
of Britain 10th July - 31st October 1940.  There is a visitor centre and a 
cafe. If you are interested please email me...lornarr2468@aol.com or 
userm1674@aol.com.

Later on in the year we will be going to Eastbourne as always. This is on 
Saturday 1st July.  Please let us know on the above email addresses if you 
would like to come.

Finally....calling all 'knitters'....We are in the very early stages of 
organising a Poppy Cascade to go on display in Oct/Nov this year and for 
that we need lots and lots and lots of knitted poppies.  Can u help or do 
you know anyone who would be willing to help?  It is a big project...but 
we are confident we can do this.  Many thanks in advance.

Lorna Robinson



SHOREHAM WOMENS INSTITUTE 

Our Community Coffee Morning on 8th December was the best one yet!  
There was a lovely atmosphere, and we are very grateful to Henry 
Desmond for his piano playing which really helped the great festive 
feeling. At only £2 for coffee/tea and cake, these monthly events are very 
popular, with all proceeds going to support the maintenance of the Village 
Hall defibrillator.

Our next WI meeting is on Tuesday 7th February at lunchtime (with lunch 
provided) in the Village Hall when we will be joined by the owner of 
Bray’s Bees – “Your Local Kentish Beekeepers”.  They are a family-
owned, local company who make and sell jars of honey, beeswax candles, 
polish, honey soap, beeswax lip balm, honeybee gift items and gift 
hampers.  Please send any enquiries to Shoreham@wkfwi.org.uk

The next Community Coffee Morning will take place on Thursday 9th

February in the Village Hall, from 10am to 12pm.  Come and join us in 
the warm for coffee, tea and cakes at this friendly, relaxed morning.  
Everyone is very welcome.   Shoreham@wkfwi.org.uk

VILLAGE DIARY FOR FEBRUARY 2023

Tuesday 7 Shoreham Women’s Institute Village Hall 12.45pm
Wednesday 8 Over 60s - lunch at The Crown
Thursday 9 Community Coffee Morning Village Hall 10am-12 noon
Saturday 11 Shoreham Village Players event Village Hall 7.30pm
Friday 17 Shoreham Historical Society Village Hall 7.30pm
Wednesday 22 Over 60s Pancakes Village Hall 2pm 

MARCH

Saturday 4 March Let Shoreham Shine Village Hall 9 – 1pm 
Saturday 4 March Temenos Concert at Riverhead 7.30pm 



THE PRINTERS OF THE GAZETTE 

Our huge thanks to James Skinner of Silver Pines for printing the Gazette 
since 2014 when we changed to this format.  He has been wonderful,
guiding us when problems arose and setting all the changes to the 
advertisements that have occurred over the past eight years.  James has 
now retired and we will miss him. 

Our new printer is Paul Bashford  of Lakeside Printing, Unit 4A Munday 
Works, 58-66 Morley Road Tonbridge TN9 1QT  
www.lakesideprinting.co.uk and we look forward  to working with him.

If you feel like contributing to the work of the Gazette team you could do 
a collection of Gazettes from Tonbridge and bring them back to the 
village. Call Ann on 07531669204 

DONATIONS

We gratefully acknowledge a donation to the Gazette of £25 from 
Shoreham Women’s Institute.

If you wish make a donation to the Gazette it can be made to
Shoreham PCC 
Account 00193703 Sort Code 09 01 55   with your name and Gazette as 
the reference. 



Helping hard working,
health conscious people

to solve their frustrating
painful problems, regain
mobility and get back to

their active lives.

www.itosteopathy.co.uk
07738 017206

at the Quadrangle, Shoreham

@itosteo

Back & Joint Pain ~ Muscular Aches & Pains ~ Injury Recovery & Prevention

Find out how we can help

- call or visit website for details

3 Bed, 6 Berth  
2021 Caravan To Rent
On Parkdean, Camber Sands

Gated outside decking area.
2 toilets, 1 with shower. Fully equipped kitchen with 

dishwasher, full sized fridge freezer & microwave. 
Mains gas central heating. Open plan lounge diner. 

Freeview TV, DVD player. 

2 minutes walk to beautiful sandy beach. 10 
minutes drive to the pretty historic town of Rye. 

Clubhouse with restaurant, nightly entertainment, 
parks, swimming pools, children’s activities.

Sorry no pets

Beachvibes7@hotmail.com

ON BEHALF OF THE GAZETTE TEAM WE WISH ALL OUR READERS A 
VERY HAPPY CHRISTMAS AND A GOOD NEW YEAR

SHOREHAM GAZETTE INFORMATION

Editor Ann Ball Oxbourne View TN14 7TP 01959 522307
Distribution Ken Fowler 79 High Street, TN14 7TB 01959 522365
Advertising Julie Carder   julieshoreham@gmail.com       07415 209432 
You may order a postal Gazette from Pauline Clark paulineshoreham@gmail.com

THE NEXT ISSUE OF THE GAZETTE   FEBRUARY 2023 
COPY BY 18 JANUARY TO    shorehamgazette@gmail.com



SHOREHAM 
ALLOTMENTS 
ASSOCIATION 
Grow your own!

Annual rents 
• Full plot £25
• Half plot £15

Membership Secretary 
Malcolm Folland 

01959524893

Shoreham Pavilion Available for Hire
A fully accessible, beautiful, wooden building 
with central reception space, kitchen and 
changing rooms set overlooking the school 
playing fields and Spellers’ Wood.

The facility is ideal for evening or weekend 
events, adult or children’s learning or music 
groups, and as a meeting room for social 
groups. The Changing Rooms are available 
to hire separately in conjunction with use of 
the field.

For all enquiries, please contact the 
School Office on 01959 522228.

SHOREHAM VILLAGE PLAYERS
Are you interested in acting, singing, 
directing, lighting & sound, stage 
design & construction, costumes…
having a lot of fun and making 
friends for life? 

THEN COME AND JOIN US! 

Email: 
shorehamvillageplayers@gmail.com

Or call Janet Heuston on: 
01959 523 979 

Shoreham & Otford CC
offers:

• 4 x Senior Teams

• Junior cricket for boys & girls age 7-15

• Winter nets

• NEW MEMBERS WELCOME

www.socc.uk
Contact: Alex Hofmann • 07525 583 717

Email - Seniors: sandoccavailabilities@gmail.com

Juniors:   



Contact Sophie Marsh on
01959 525656/07752 164452

sophie@darenthulme.co.uk
darenthulme.co.uk

Darent Hulme, Shacklands Rd.
Shoreham, Kent TN14 7TU

Self-contained 
detached 
barn, off ering 
comfortable and 
quietly stylish 
accommodation

BED & BREAKFAST

Darent Hulme Barn
For friendly advice on all your 

TV Aerial / Satellite requirements

Please Call:
01732 590246
01959 525884
07950 852021

email: sevenoaksaerials@btinternet.com




