
1
November 2022

THE

SHOREHAM
GAZETTEFrom the Church of  

St. Peter & St. Paul,  
Shoreham, Kent



 GUTTERS CLEARED & REPAIRED 
Conservatories, Fascias, Soffits 

cleaned & rejuvenated! 
Affordable rates – fully insured 

For a quote contact Jeremy Steer 
01959 525347 or 07831 214815 

e: jeremysteer2@gmail.com 

All Seasons  
Gardening

Hedge Cutting • Tree Work
Ground & Garden Clearance

Regular One-off Tidy-ups
All Jobs Considered

Green Waste 
Licence Holder

01732  
463669

Shoreham Emergency Plan 

All major emergencies are dealt with by the emergency services. However, there may be 
times such as power cuts, snow and ice, flooding or storms where the emergency services 
are not required. These conditions can make life challenging for more vulnerable people 
such as the elderly, infirm, disabled, sick or even someone who maybe heavily pregnant or 
with young children. 

If you'd like to be on the list either permanently or temporarily, or you know someone 
who would, then please contact Amanda Barlow, the Parish Clerk on 0791 2611048 or via 
email at clerk2012@shorehamparishcouncil.gov.uk . If you are giving the details of another 
person please ensure you have their permission and agreement. 

Complete Print Service from  
Design to Delivery

 Creative design & typesetting

Large format printing

Bulk & short run copying

Short run colour at very 
competitive prices  

a particular speciality,  
direct from your own file   

Rapid turnaround

Business Cards
Letterheads
Newsletters 
Magazines
Price Lists
Booklets
Brochures
Leaflets

Posters & Signs 
Christmas Cards 
Calendars
Postcards
Folders
Invitations
Menus
Wedding Stationery

 •Silver Pines Services•
Pinewood Avenue, Sevenoaks, TN14 5AF

www.silverpines.co.uk • e-mail: info@silverpines.co.uk

Phone us to discuss  
your requirements 

01732 465641
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SERVICES 
 
All services this month are in church 
 
6 November - 3 before Advent 
9am Breakfast@Church 
6pm Holy Communion 
 
13 November - Remembrance Sunday  
9am Holy Communion 
10.00 Remembrance Sunday service ending at the War Memorial by the river  
 
20 November - Sunday before Advent/ Christ the King 
10am Holy Communion with the choir - Celebration of the 40th anniversary of the 
rededication of the bells in 1982. 
6pm Evening Prayer 
 
27 November 2022 - Advent Sunday - Year A begins 
9am Communion in church (BCP) 
10am Sunday worship for all in church for Advent  
 
Sunday 18 December - Carol Service at 6pm 

 
 
 
Rev Dr Diane Rees 
The Vicarage, Station Road, Shoreham TN14 7SA 
revdrdi@outlook.com    01959 522363 
(Usual parish days Friday to Monday) 
 
 
 

From the Church Baptism Register 
 
25 September  
Archie Wilson and Isla Wilson 
16 October   
Aaron Hinks 
Toby Wright 



SShhoorreehhaamm  VViillllaaggee  SSttoorreess  

MMoonn  ––  SSaatt              SSuunnddaayy  
77aamm  ––  88ppmm  88aamm  ––  66ppmm  

AA  TTrruuee  MMiinnii--SSuuppeerrmmaarrkkeett  
FFrreeee  DDeelliivveerryy  

Post Office Tues & Thurs 9 – 3:30pm 

TThhuussyyaanntthhaann  NNaaddaarraajjaahh  ––  3355  HHiigghh  SStt  0011995599  552222  001188

MAT PILATES  •  REFORMER PILATES  •  BARRE

WINTER ONLINE COURSES

Boutique Reformer Pilates 
Studio in Shoreham

THE PILATES ROOM
The Pilates Room is a peaceful Pilates Studio opposite 
Shoreham Station, lovingly created by Advanced STOTT 
Mat & Reformer Pilates teacher Phoebe.

The Pilates Room offers:
1-2-1  •  Private Groups  •  Studio & Online Classes
Pre & Post-Natal  •  Rehab  •  Athletic Conditioning 

hello@phoebeharrisonstudio.com  •  @ThePilatesRoomKent

December & January , £5/class. 
•  Breakfast Club Pilates (Mondays @ 8am) 
•  Lunch Club Pilates (Wednesdays @ 1pm)

GIFT
vouchers
available
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A CELEBRATION OF THE CHURCH BELLS WILL BE HELD ON SUNDAY 
20TH NOVEMBER AT 10AM    DO COME AND JOIN US, 

 
 
HISTORY OF THE BELLS  
 
“Look to! Treble’s going…she’s gone.” Thus for centuries have the Shoreham 
bellringers pealed off. But in 1982 she really was gone, along with her seven sisters, and 
she never came back - at least not until after a melt-down with Number 2. Now forty 
years on we have a chance to remember and celebrate the generosity of all those who 
contributed to that restoration of the bells and give thanks for the dozens of ringers who 
have kept alive one of our ancient traditions.  
 
There had been an overhaul after WWII, forty years after the two lightest bells (cast 
1889) had been fully fitted in 1907.  But, with the exception of the relatively young 
“tenor” - the largest one, the other bells are much older (1635-1693) and there was some 
concern that they were being damaged by the carillon, which had been restored in 1889 
and automatically rang out tunes every three hours, day and night! By the late 1970s 
enthusiasm seemed to be on the wane, perhaps not helped by one vicar’s view that those 
who summoned people to worship should also attend it but the bellringers claimed their 
scruffy ringing clothes weren’t suitable for church and doubtless the refreshment they 
needed was more liquid than spiritual. 
Eventually it was a letter from Peter Meade that galvanised the Parochial Church Council 
into action and The Bell Fund was started.  At the same time Michael and Frances 
McDonnell had rejuvenated the ringers so that by 1982 there was a team of sixteen of all 
ages. This renewed enthusiasm and some concerted fundraising produced the necessary 
£22,000, nearly £70,000 in today’s money after inflation. (Correct at time of going to 
press!) 
The bellringers did the heavy work (over two tons) of lowering the bells onto Malcolm 
Maclening’s lorry for their journey to the Whitechapel Bell Foundry where they 
completely recast the two lightest bells and turned and tuned the others before they were 
rehung on a new frame with refurbished wheels, roller bearings and various other “bells 
and whistles”.  
They were rededicated by the Bishop of Rochester in September 1982 and are still going 
strong.  As are the bellringers! Frank Rogers has been coming from Eynsford for over 
fifty years and now the band of six from Shoreham are supported by our friends from 
Dartford.  But we need a few more and it’s not difficult, so do get in touch. Do you 
remember that wonderful feeling of first joining a team and the excitement of learning 
something new?  Now that rings a bell! 
With many thanks to Alain Cozens for material from his fascinating, but still unpublished 
book on the Vicars of Shoreham. 
                                                                 Johnny Aisher   Churchwarden and bellringer 
 



email: enquiries@peterwilsondecoraang.com
or call: 01622 872579

All Types of Internal and External 
Decoraaon

www.peterwilsondecoraang.com

Visit Castle Farm for local farm foods, fresh eggs, ice cream, 
seasonal produce, home decorations & thoughtful gifts.

Tuesday – Saturday: 9am – 5pm. 
Sunday & Bank Hols: 10am – 5pm. Closed on Mondays.

Order online for beautifully wrapped Gifts & 
Hampers to be sent nationwide. 

www.castlefarmkent.co.uk 01959 523219

email: psj2wilson@gmail.com

or call: 01622 872579 or 07743 765448

A characterful log cabin and a charming shepherd’s hut set in a beautiful 
meadow, a 10-minute stroll from the centre of  historic Shoreham.

Enjoy our heated outdoor pool and fire pit.
www.whitehillwoods.co.uk

enquiries@whitehillwoods.co.uk • 07889 998988

 
 
 
 

TCH Computing 
PC Maintenance and Support 
 
Tom Housden 
Computer Engineer 
 
 
I provide help with your computer, from 
operating system and software installation 
to diagnosing and troubleshooting faults, to 
giving one‐to‐tuition. 
These are a few of the services I offer: 
 

� Support for Windows 7 to Windows 11 
� New computer recommendations and 

builds 
� Upgrades to Windows 11 
� Advice on backup procedures 
� Malware scanning and removal 

 
For more information, please contact 
me: 
07845 139848 / 01959 522361 
tom_housden2k8@yahoo.co.uk 

 

SHOREHAM CHURCH IN THE MEDIA 
 
www.shorehamchurchkent.org 
Here you can find copies of the Sunday service sheets and video recordings. Contact 
details, Make a donation, Information regarding the opening of the Church and the most 
recent issue of the Gazette. 
Wedding information shorehamkentchurchweddings@gmail.com 
Facebook https://www.facebook.com/groups/ShorehamChurch 
 

FRIENDS OF SHOREHAM CHURCH 
ADVENT FAIR IN SHOREHAM CHURCH 

SATURDAY 26 NOVEMBER     11am – 1pm 
GIFTS, PRESERVES, COFFEE AND CAKES, JEWELLERY 

CHRISTMAS CAKE RAFFLE, PAINTINGS ETC 
INFORMATION     07936432700 

 
 
SHOREHAM VILLAGE PLAYERS – CABARET 
 
Come along on 25 and 26 November &  2 and 3 December when Shoreham’s brightest 
stars of the stage will be at their most twinkling in our Cabaret.  
You can expect music, laughter and magic and no two evenings will be quite the same. 
Keep an eye on the Shoreham Village Facebook page or posters round the village for 
information on how to book your tickets.                                                      Sheila Webb 
 
SHOREHAM SOCIETY 

Shoreham Does Indeed Shine! 
THANK YOU to all those who took the time to make Shoreham Shine on Sunday 16 

October.   The car park, river path, play areas and streets, including Shacklands Road 
and Filston Lane, were freed of litter, the grounds in front of the Village Hall were tidied, 
a number of sites were weeded and vegetation was cut back, out of date posters and signs 
were removed.  
Also, a BIG THANK YOU to the many of you who litter pick throughout the year. 
Please keep the pavement outside your house clean and tidy: cut back vegetation spilling 
onto the pavement; pick up any litter on the pavement; sweep the pavement; clear any 
litter in the gutter.   Families, people with pushchairs and those with mobility difficulties 
all need the full width of the pavement to be accessible, safe and free of debris.   
 
If we all do our bit the impact will be amazing and the pavements will be accessible for 
all.  And, another BIG THANK YOU to those who already do this.  
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           Otford based Private Hire Taxi  
               for pre-booked trips: 

 Airports   (we meet you in the Terminal) 
 Hospital visits   (wait and return) 
 Cruise Terminals  (luggage no problem) 
 London 
 Days Out  (golf, seaside etc)     

   Ring Simon for a quote   07956 808747 
   Email   taxi@otford.net 

PLA

XTOL       PEST  AND 

  W ILDLIFE      MANAGEMEN
T 

PLAXTOL PEST
AND WILDLIFE
MANAGEMENT 

07368 605762
INFO@PLAXTOLPEST.CO.UK
WWW.PLAXTOLPEST.CO.UK

PLA
XTO

L       PEST  AND 

  W ILDLIFE      MANAGEM
EN

T 

PLAXTOL PEST
AND WILDLIFE
MANAGEMENT 

07368 605762
INFO@PLAXTOLPEST.CO.UK
WWW.PLAXTOLPEST.CO.UK
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SAVE THE DATE! The next Shoreham Shine will be on March 4  9am-4pm. Make a 
difference with this community event. Everyone, young and young at heart, can be 
involved, and there will be chocolate treats too! Do your bit to look after all of us! 
AGM with a difference!  November 4    7.30pm 
We have two fascinating talks about different aspects of Shoreham life, accompanied by 
wine and nibbles with just 10 minutes of Annual General Meeting. I am sure you have 
heard of The Quadrangle, but what goes on there? Jessie Teggin and Deborah Wolton 
will explain all. Following the AGM William Alexander will take us through his farming 
year – and what a year it must have been! 
 
Christmas Eve 24 December 5pm 
Father Christmas will be visiting us at The Samuel Palmer pub before he travels the 
world to distribute his other presents. It makes Shoreham children very special! Everyone 
is welcome. If you are not certain about what to do, ring one of his elves on 01959523374. 
2023 may seem a long way away but the Shoreham Society has many plans for the New 
Year. 
Shoreham Shine, Castle Farm walk (Late May?), Duck Race (TBA), Grassland Walk 
with Mark Gallant (Saturday 10th June) 
As always, if you would like the opportunity to be more involved in Shoreham life, you 
can join the Shoreham Society by emailing: shorehamsociety@gmail.com 
                                                                    Chris Euman     Co-Chair Shoreham Society 
 
ROYAL BRITISH LEGION 
 
Our Annual General Meeting is on Friday 11 November in The Village Hall at 7.30pm.  
After the AGM there will be a talk by Simon Waterfield entitled “The Kilted 
Tommy....One man's story of WW1 and after!” This will be followed by Cheese and 
Wine.  All are welcome to join us.                                                                Lorna Robinson 
 
 
SHOREHAM & DISTRICT HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
Httpps://shorehamkenthistory.weebly.com/ 
 
Following the September meeting when the subject was The Biggin Hill Memorial 
Museum, fourteen members visited the Museum at Biggin Hill for a very interesting tour 
followed by lunch. 
At our October meeting, Mark Lewis gave a fascinating and well-attended talk on 
Smuggling in Kent. Mark detailed the vast sums of money involved in smuggling in the 
18th and 19th centuries, described the elaborate schemes and ruses to get the contraband 
into circulation, and said there was little romantic about it all. Instead, it was “a bloody 
and violent activity that often involved a huge loss of life”. 



Andrew McKay
Qualified and experienced Carpenter

Also experienced in external and internal painting

Free quotes and advice

07949 011806
Email: amckay1972@tiscali.co.uk

Shoreham Village School 
You will be warmly welcomed at Shoreham Village School.   
Please contact us on: 
01959 522228 or office@shoreham.kent.sch.uk

For more information, visit: www.shorehamvillageschool.net

                                                                                                                 

                                  

Shoreham Village School is a ‘Good’ School
“Teaching is good. Teachers ensure that all pupils 
are set work at the right level so they achieve well.” 

“Pupils’ behaviour is good. They are well mannered 
and polite, and show respect for others.” 
    Ofsted, March 2015

Join Shoreham Village School today to experience 
our: 
• happy, caring, small and inclusive environment 
• superb team of dedicated and nurturing staff 
• wonderful facilities including iPads, extensive 

grounds and an allotment 
• range of before and after-school clubs 

 
Shoreham Village School 
You will be warmly welcomed at Shoreham Village School.  Please contact us on: 
 01959 522228 or office@shoreham.kent.sch.uk    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
For more information, visit: www.shorehamvillageschool.net   
 
 

 
 
 
   

                                                                                                                 

 

                                  

 

 Shoreham Village School is a ‘Good’ School  
“Pupils are fully engaged in their learning. …they 
behave well in lessons and around school 
 
“Pupils achieve well academically and make a 
positive contribution in their future lives.” 
    Ofsted, April 2019 
 

Join Shoreham Village School today to experience 
our: 
 happy, caring, small and inclusive environment 
 superb team of dedicated and nurturing staff 
 wonderful facilities including iPads, extensive 

grounds and an allotment 
 range of before and after-school clubs 
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The next meeting of the Society is on 18 November when Nick Rushby will speak about 
restoring an Archbishop’s Palace.  If you have missed some of our interesting talks there 
are longer reports of the meetings on our website, also many interesting articles & old 
photos of houses, people, and events past in Shoreham.                          Lynda Alleeson 
 
NEWS FROM SHOREHAM VILLAGE SCHOOL 
The celebration of the life of Her Majesty the Queen has been a feature of many of our 
conversations in school over the past few weeks as well as the accession of King Charles 
III.  We have also been talking about democracy since the appointment of the new Prime 
Minister, which links to our own recent elections.  Our Year 6 pupils can choose if they 
wish to apply for a number of elected posts which include House Captain, Sports Captain 
and Chair of the Pupil Leadership Team.  They prepare and deliver speeches to their 
Houses and all pupils vote for the leader that they support. The speeches this year were 
of an extremely high calibre, persuasive and impassioned and our pupils really 
demonstrated their understanding of how to wins hearts and minds with carefully chosen 
words. 
 
Our newly elected Sports Captains have already attended a Sports Leaders training 
course at Sevenoaks School, to empower them to lead the 'intra' sports competition in 
school and be inspiring and motivating Sports Captains. Our House Captains will be 
tasked to prepare assemblies on topics such as our school values, online safety and 
bullying whilst our Pupil Leadership Team will be gathering the views of pupils in the 
school and creating an action plan to establish how they will achieve the goals they set 
themselves. 
 
Our Year 6 pupils were a credit to the school as they welcomed guests from the village 
'Over 60s' Club to join us for a Harvest Morning Coffee. The Year 6 children greeted our 
visitors, took their drink orders, made sure they were supplied with cakes and then 
chatted with them. Comments from our guests included, “Your pupils are polite, attentive 
and interesting to talk to," and, "the children were so kind and had such good manners," 
and, "one of your pupils realised I was deaf and she took great care of me, talking to me 
clearly and also using her face to show me expression when the whole class sang 'La 
Bamba' to us."  I could not be more proud of Year 6 for demonstrating our school values 
in such a practical way. 
 
School trips are underway once more with a truly thrilling day spent at Thorpe Park with 
Cameron Class. The focus of the day was to participate in a number of STEAM (Science, 
Technology, Engineering, Art and Maths) activities which included spending time on 
some RAF trucks, meeting TITAN the robot and watching a military marching band. 
Once stamps were earned, some at school before we went and also on the day, pupils 
were able to enjoy the rides in the park, thinking about how they work, how they were 
made and why they are so exciting! 
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the finest handcrafted joinery 
Windows, Doors & Gates, Conservatories 
Interiors, Commercial, Survey & Design 

Newlands joinery are suppliers of the finest 
joinery and bespoke joinery within  

the Kent area.  We pride ourselves on our 
craftmanship, expertise, knowledge and 

customer satisfaction.  All of which are among 
some of the most important things to us.   
To find out more head over to our website  

or give us a call.  

01959 522981 
info@newlandsjoinery.com 
www.newlandsjoinery.com 

Kent Barn, Filston Farm, Filston Lane 
Shoreham Kent TN14 5JU 
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If you would like to support the school further, we are always happy to hear from people 
who would be interested in volunteering to work with the pupils to hear readers or run a 
club. If you would like to find out more, please contact me via the school office; all 
volunteers are subject to a Disclosure and Barring Service Check with the police and go 
through an induction and training programme. 
We still have some limited spaces for pupils available in some year groups, so if you 
know anyone who is looking for a small friendly school with high standards and lots of 
lovely outdoor space, please ask them to call us to arrange a tour. Phone:  01959 522228 
or email: office@shoreham.kent.sch.uk                      Gillian Lovatt-Young Headteacher 
 

 
THE FRIENDS OF SHOREHAM SCHOOL  

Warmly invites you to a Festive wreath workshop 
Wednesday 30 November from 6.30pm to 8.30pm 

Tickets £35 per person including a glass of mulled wine. 
To secure your place. Please make payment to pta-events.co.uk/shorehamfoss 

 
 
SHOREHAM VILLAGE STORES 
 
We wish Prasanth all the best for his new life in Middlesbrough. There were dozens of 
tributes on the Shoreham Facebook page to his time behind the counter. Taking his place 
is Venkat, who comes from Chennai in South India and has already won praise from 
customers for his friendliness. He and Desh will soon be gearing up for Christmas, and 
we hope to have news on turkey ordering soon – keep an eye out for notices in the shop. 
 
We thank everyone for their messages of support after we suffered an attempted break-
in in the middle of the night on 11 October. We’re grateful to the police for their swift 
response, and we apologise if our clean-up and repairs have inconvenienced customers. 
                                                                                                          Raj, Desh and Venkat 
 
NEXT STEPS FOR GREEN HEATING SHOREHAM  
MEETING ON 9 NOVEMBER (7pm for 7.30pm) 
 
We have now received and fully analysed the consultants’ Feasibility Study report into 
the proposed heat network for the core of the village. After much deliberation, we have 
taken the decision not to proceed with the network proposals. Instead, as a team, we have 
been working on ways in which everyone in the parish can reduce their heating bills and 
carbon emissions.  
We will be holding a public meeting in the Village Hall on 9th November and will cover: 
 a brief summary of the outcomes of the Feasibility Study and our reasons for not 

proceeding; 



          Holiday Cottage - Yorkshire Dales 
                            Idyllic location – Wensleydale 

3 bedrooms- sleeps 6/7. Enclosed garden 
Dogs and children welcome 

Off-road parking 
Contact Steve Birkin  

01959 523071  
Or birkins78@gmail.com 

 

Award winning sparkling and  

still wines grown locally in Shoreham 

01959 524008 

www.themountvineyard.co.uk 

Need help with

    I.T. issues ?

contact

Andrew

Prosphero - IT Support

t.  01732 742454

m. 07957 648461

andrew@prosphero.co.uk

For professional and 

friendly advice and support 

for home and business use

 

 

Holiday Cottage - Yorkshire Dales 
Idyllic location in Wensleydale 

3 bedrooms - sleeps 6/7. Enclosed garden 
Off-road parking 

Dogs welcome 
Contact Steve Birkin 

birkins78@gmail.com 
www.overdalecottage.co.uk 

 

Mobile: 07930  634778      E: office@build1st.co.uk 


& LANDLORD REFURBISHMENT  

More > 

CONVERSION   /  LOFTS   /   

KITCHENS  &  BATHROOMS   /  EXTENSIONS 

HOME OFFICE   /   SUMMERHOUSE 

  Call us  020 8857 8100


Brickwork 
Plastering  

Re-Pointing 
Foundations 

Rendering 
Roofing  
Gutters  

Soffits  
Drainage  

Fencing  
Flooring  

Tiling  
Decoration  
Driveways  

Paving 

HOME IMPROVEMENT  

B u i l d  1 s t  

 Committed to Excellence 

.co.uk 


ALL  BUILDING WORK

• Corns & calluses
PRICES 

• Hard skin
£40 first appointment 

• Verrucas
£37 follow up 

• Ingrown toe nails
• Thickened fungal nails

£35 over 65 first appointment 

• Cracked heels
£32 over 65 follow up 

• Toe nail cutting and care
• Diabetic and High Risk Foot Care and Advice
•

   
 

 

YOUR HEALTHY FEET
Foot Health Practitioners 
Mobile Foot Health Professional service 
in the comfort of your own home 

TREATMENTS 

Mobile: 07500 041535
Email: sarah@yourhealthyfeet.co.uk
Web: www.yourhealthyfeet.co.uk
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 case studies of how members of the Shoreham community are improving their energy 
efficiency; 

 advice from contractors about upgrading insulation and installing heat pumps; 
 Information about the availability of grants to help with improvements. 
You may know that, in parallel with the externally led Feasibility Study, we set up our 
own Insulation Plus Initiative to help all residents across Shoreham get to grips with 
upgrading their homes by improving the insulation. You told us that your main concerns 
lie in identifying reliable installers, rather than responding to cold calls. We have now 
established relationships with recommended contractors who have the capacity to offer 
the services you might need. A few households in Shoreham are now piloting the 
programme before extending it to others who have already shown interest. The ‘plus’ in 
the title of the project indicates that design and installation of Air Source Heat Pumps 
(ASHP) can be included where that is appropriate for your home.  A Government grant 
of £5000 is available via the contractor if certain criteria are met.  
Do join us on 9 November in the Village Hall: refreshments at 7pm, meeting starts at 
7.30pm. We are pleased to report that contractors will be there to help answer questions.    
For more information, please contact greenheatingshoreham@gmail.com  
                                         Bill Lattimer on behalf of the Green Heating Shoreham team 
 
SHOREHAM VILLAGE PLAYERS –   NORMAN GAYLER 1935-2022 
 
Norman’s career with the Players started in 1974 with a small part in My Fair Lady; his 
most recent performances were in 2016 in School for Scandal and Cards on the Table. 
During those forty-two years Norman made thirty-five appearances in wildly differing 
parts. Whatever the character, Norman inhabited it completely: Scarecrow in Wizard of 
Oz, the Duke of Kent in King Lear, Fagin in Oliver!, Alfred Doolittle in My Fair Lady 
in 1989, Widow Twankey in Aladdin as well as numerous smaller parts, and 
unforgettable appearances in Old Time Music Halls. 

It didn’t matter what the part was; as soon as Norman appeared on stage the audience 
loved him. So did the actors, even if, in later years, his increasingly loose connection to 
the script and outrageous ad-libbing kept them on their toes. You looked forward to 
rehearsing with Norman because of his infectious good humour and the likelihood that 
at some moment he would introduce a note of anarchy. He was a Shoreham Village 
Player through and through, immensely supportive of fellow Players and of the 
institution, never missing an AGM or a chance to participate, until these last few years 
when his health began to decline. He is sadly missed. Our sympathies go to Dane, 
Naamen, Pippa and their families. 

As always, Shakespeare has the perfect quote: 
All the world’s a stage, 
And all the men and women merely players; 
They have their exits and their entrances; 
And one man in his time plays many parts - - - . 
                                                                                                                         Kate Britten  



 

 

Sue Wickes  

Soft 
Furnishings                    
and Alterations   

Tel : 01322 864967   

Mobile : 07793 962295 

 

 
	
  

	
  
 

 
Rated Outstanding by OFSTED, 
Shoreham Village Pre-school, offers 
a happy, safe and stimulating 
environment for your little one to 
start their education. 
 
Contact Michelle Philbrick 
T: 01959 52 55 77 
E: shoreham.preschool@yahoo.com 
W: www.shoreham.kent.sch.uk 

Mandy Cohen 

 Registered Osteopath and Massage Therapist 

Crown Enterprise  
16 High Street 
Seal 
TN15 0AJ 
Telephone: 07799066613 
 
 

THE STUDIO
 now at the Education Centre, Coolings Nurseries,

Rushmore Hill, Knockholt. TN14 7NN

Tel: 01959 562192  or 07799 534191    
www.pilatesinsevenoaks.co.uk

MAT & REFORMER CLASSES
PRIVATE TUITION
SPORTS CONDITIONING
REHABILITATION

www.7oakselectrical.co.uk

info@7oakselectrical.co.uk

+44 (0) 7730 686 414

Domestic • Commercial • IndustrialDomestic • Commercial • Industrial
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CITIZENS ADVICE  
We are helping an increasing number of clients who are finding it hard to make ends 
meet. If you are having trouble paying for essentials – Council Tax, rent, gas and 
electricity – do get in touch. We can check whether you are receiving the financial help 
government is targeting on certain groups, or help you to access other emergency funds 
and ways of reducing energy bills. You can ring us on the freephone number 0808 278 
7810 (10am-3pm, Monday-Friday – be prepared to hang on, as we are getting a hugely 
increased number of calls) or email advice@nwkent.cab.org.uk. There is also extensive 
up-to-date information on many other issues on the Citizens Advice public website 
www.citizensadvice.org.uk.                                                                           Kate Britten 

 

TEMENOS CHAMBER CHOIR 

Vaughan Williams and Friends Saturday 19 November, St John the Baptist Church, 
Sevenoaks TN13 3TX 

To mark the 150th Anniversary of the birth of Ralph Vaughan Williams, Temenos will 
be exploring both his fascination with Tudor Church music, and also the influence of his 
teachers and composer friends: works include Holst Nunc dimittis, Finzi My Spirit sang 
all day, Ravel Nicolette and Stanford The Blue Bird with its soaring soprano solo. 
Vaughan Williams’s monumental double-choir Mass in G minor is paired with motets 
by Thomas Tallis, and the concert concludes with his Lord Thou has been our refuge 
with its uplifting organ climax. 

Tickets £15 (£7 students) from Sevenoaks Bookshop (cash or cheques only) or ring  

 
THE CHRISTMAS QUIZ SATURDAY 10 DECEMBER 
Shoreham Village Hall 7.00pm for 7.30pm start 
 
Because of the Queen’s death, the Quiz on Saturday 17 September to raise money for 
food banks had to be cancelled.  We hope you will now be able to come and test your 
wits on Saturday 10 December with your friends. There will be tables of six, so it would 
be great if you could make up a team, or if you want to come on your own or with a 
friend, we can match you up with a table.  Mince pies will be served during the interval 
and nibbles will be provided, but you are welcome to bring some of your own nibbles. A 
pay bar will be open all evening selling wine, beer and soft drinks.  As well as raising 
funds for local food banks, there will also be an opportunity to make a donation on the 
night.  
 
Tickets £10 will be available from 7 November from ticketsource.co.uk/darent-valley- 
quiz-night, or in person from Shoreham Village Stores.  For any enquiries, please contact 
Sheila Birkin on 01959 523071 or birkins78@gmail.com.    The quiz is run by the Darent 
Valley Branch of Sevenoaks CLP.  Sheila Birkin, Gavin Owen, Jill Webster, Madeleine 
Marshall, Mary Symons and Anne Deane 
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OVER 60s CLUB  
 
Wednesday 9 November 
A talk by Trevor Carman on behalf of DRIPS [Darent River Preservation Society].     
In the Village Hall at 2pm with tea and cakes. 
 
Wednesday 23 November 
Christmas Bring and Buy Sale and Raffle. Delicious tea and cakes, as always.  In the 
Village Hall at 2pm.         All meetings will now start at 2pm                       Suna Keates 
 
HARVEST 2022 REPORT 
 
‘Harvest’ in most peoples’ minds conjures up scenes of golden fields of wheat being 
gathered in under blue skies, with the grains being safely stored away for milling into 
bread flour throughout the year ahead. This summer such an image was rather accurate, 
being defined by seemingly endless, sunny, warm, rainless days. Farmers enjoyed one 
of the earliest and easiest harvests in years, without need to dry a single ton of grain 
arriving from field into store. 
Harvest no longer involves a small army of Shoreham men, women and children setting 
out at dawn carrying sweep scythes, binding twine and sandwiches. Today, a single 
operator greases and fuels their combine harvester ready to cut and thresh scores of acres 
until well after dark. But rest assured, sandwiches still feature as an essential harvesting 
ingredient!  
In 2022 yields were above average, due in part to May rainfall providing sufficient soil 
moisture to keep wheat and barley crops growing just long enough to swell the grains. 
Although welcomed initially, those dry days then blistered into drought. 

 Wild fires became a tangible risk. 
 Field transplants – vegetables, lavenders, herbs, all required irrigation to 

prevent them dying. 
 Grass ceased growing, turning pastures brown – just like domestic lawns. 
 Insufficient grass meant no “second cut” silage or hay to be made – leaving 

barns half empty. 
 Dwindling grazing for animals enforced feeding hay & silage allocated for 

cattle & sheep rations over the approaching winter months.  
 In contrast to the huge maize crop of 2021 (grown for silage), this year maize 

plants suffered dry soils, failing to grow “as high as an elephant’s eye”.  
Vegetable growers endured a challenging season. High temperatures and parched soils 
often restricted plant growth, disrupted harvesting dates and created temporary shortages 
or surpluses. Food availability on supermarket shelves has been affected, so expect 
wonky veg, smaller baking potatoes and shorter chips! 
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Fruit crops have generally embraced the warmth, with September rain arriving in time to 
swell apples. Cherries, strawberries and raspberries also had heavy crops and abundant 
natural sweetness.  
Unsurprisingly hot, dry weather is ideal for lavender. Our plantations shone purple a little 
longer than usual. We subsequently distilled some of the highest oil yields recorded on 
Castle Farm – a complete reversal to last year, which produced the worst ever result (a 
reminder of how wet it was in summer 2021).  
 
Finally, my beekeeper tells me that the favourable of weather of 2022 kept his bees busy 
gathering in a bumper harvest of lavender, wild flower and woodland honeys. 
                                                                                                              William Alexander 
 
TALES FROM THE HILL 
 
When is a crisis not a crisis anymore? We might presume it is when the media stop 
reporting on it, but we all know that this is not the case. Long after the cameras have 
been packed away, and move on to the next crisis, the NGO’s stay on to pick up the 
pieces. 
The constant use of the word crisis is so widely used by the media that it is now purely 
a short word that fits neatly onto the front page and carries an appropriate degree of 
gloom. A 19th century gentleman in his London club perusing his copy of The Times 
would have been familiar with the word when applied to, say, ‘a crisis in The Punjab or 
Indo -  China, for that is where crises were supposed to happen, not here in Blighty! 
Despite the horrors of both world wars the word crisis was used sparingly, mainly to 
describe ‘a crisis in talks.’ This avoidance of the word was a purposeful attempt to keep 
up the morale of the nation.  I remember at the time of the Suez debacle the press were 
unanimous in their headline.‘SUEZ CRISIS’ short snappy and true..It was though, the 
trigger for the word to be used on almost a daily basis. 
Heaven knows we have enough real crises at this time without the media inventing a few 
more.-- Crisis in loo paper supply, crisis in egg and pasta supply, a crisis in chips, (both 
sorts) Perhaps the most worrying of all is the shortage of Dukes cricket balls. But as we 
are constantly being told by our politicians to “keep on rolling the pitch” maybe our last 
remaining Dukes balls will last a little longer without resorting to that excuse for a cricket 
ball, the Kookaburra. 
When the history books of our era are written I think we will find the greatest crisis of 
all is a ‘ Crisis of Confidence’ in our world leaders to act in concert for the good of the 
people they represent--Just kidding, for I think we all know i’twas ever thus. So just for 
a change instead of crisis let’s substitute it with Wilfrid Hyde-White’s “OH 
CALAMITY.”                                                                                              John Bovington 
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SHOREHAM WOMEN'S INSTITUTE 
 
Our Table Top Sale on 24 September proved very popular, and was great fun for the 
large number of people who came.  Its success means we will likely hold another of these 
events next year. 

We would like to thank everyone who came to our Community Coffee Morning on 13 
October, which was held in aid of Macmillan Cancer Research.  It was fantastic to see 
so many people there, enjoying all the delicious home-made cakes and catching up with 
friends, while supporting this important charity.  Your generous donations and the raffle 
(which was started at the Table Top Sale on 24 September) raised over £520 for 
Macmillan – well done everyone! 

The next Women’s Institute meeting will be held in the Village Hall at 7.30pm on 
Tuesday 1 November when the owner of Blended Therapies, a local Kent business 
selling handmade, natural, therapeutic aromatherapy products, will give a 
talk/demonstration on ‘Aromatherapy and Making Your Own’.  It will also be possible 
to make a sample of hand cream to take home.  Their products are sold in National Trust 
Properties and there will be some available to purchase, if required, which could start off 
your Christmas shopping!  Visitors and new members are always welcome.  Please direct 
any enquiries to Shoreham@wkfwi.org.uk 

Our next Community Coffee morning will take place on Thursday 10 November in the 
Village Hall from 10am to 12pm.  More coffee, tea and cakes than anyone could eat – 
come and join us for a friendly, relaxed morning with any proceeds going to support the 
maintenance of the Village Hall defibrillator.  All welcome.                     Shoreham WI 

 
VILLAGE DIARY FOR NOVEMBER  
Tuesday 1 Shoreham Women’s Institute  Village Hall 7.30pm 
Friday 4  Shoreham Society AGM  Village Hall 7.30pm 
Wednesday 9  Over 60s [Darent River Preservation Society]  2pm 
Wednesday 9 Green Heating    Village Hall  7pm  
Thursday 10  Community Coffee Morning  Village Hall  10am - 12 noon 
Friday 11 Royal British Legion AGM  Village Hall 7.30pm 
Friday 18 Shoreham Historical Society  Village Hall  8pm 
Thursday 23 Over 60s Bring and Buy Sale Village Hall 2pm 
Saturday 26 Friends of Shoreham Church Advent Sale   11am to 1pm 
Friday 25 and Saturday 26  Shoreham Village Players Cabaret  
Wednesday 30  FOSS wreath making   Village School  6.30pm 
DECEMBER 
Friday 2 and Saturday 3   Shoreham Village Players Cabaret  
Saturday 10  Christmas Quiz   Village Hall  7pm for7.30pm 
Sunday 18 Church Carol Service     6pm 

SHOREHAM GAZETTE INFORMATION 

Editor  Ann Ball BEM Oxbourne View TN14 7TP   01959 522307 

Distribution Ken Fowler 79 High Street, TN14 7TB   01959 522365 
Advertising Julie Carder   julieshoreham@gmail.com                     07415 209432  

You may order a postal Gazette from Pauline Clark paulineshoreham@gmail.com 
THE NEXT ISSUE OF THE GAZETTE COVERS DECEMBER AND JANUARY 

COPY BY 18 NOVEMBER TO    shorehamgazette@gmail.com 
 

 



Helping hard working,
health conscious people

to solve their frustrating
painful problems, regain
mobility and get back to

their active lives.

www.itosteopathy.co.uk
07738 017206

at the Quadrangle, Shoreham
Discovery session available

@itosteo

Back & Joint Pain ~ Muscular Aches & Pains ~ Injury Recovery & Prevention

Find out how we can help
no risk and no obligation 

- call or visit website for details

3 Bed, 6 Berth  
2021 Caravan To Rent
On Parkdean, Camber Sands

Gated outside decking area.
2 toilets, 1 with shower. Fully equipped kitchen with 

dishwasher, full sized fridge freezer & microwave. 
Mains gas central heating. Open plan lounge diner. 

Freeview TV, DVD player. 

2 minutes walk to beautiful sandy beach. 10 
minutes drive to the pretty historic town of Rye. 

Clubhouse with restaurant, nightly entertainment, 
parks, swimming pools, children’s activities.

Sorry no pets

Beachvibes7@hotmail.com

SHOREHAM GAZETTE INFORMATION 

Editor  Ann Ball BEM Oxbourne View TN14 7TP   01959 522307 

Distribution Ken Fowler 79 High Street, TN14 7TB   01959 522365 
Advertising Julie Carder   julieshoreham@gmail.com                     07415 209432  

You may order a postal Gazette from Pauline Clark paulineshoreham@gmail.com 
THE NEXT ISSUE OF THE GAZETTE COVERS DECEMBER AND JANUARY 

COPY BY 18 NOVEMBER TO    shorehamgazette@gmail.com 
 

 



SHOREHAM 
ALLOTMENTS  
ASSOCIATION 
Grow your own!  

Annual rents 
• Full plot £25
• Half plot £15

Membership Secretary 
Malcolm Folland 

01959524893

Shoreham Village Hall
Weddings . Parties . 
Lectures . Societies .

Functions . Meetings.
Free WiFi

To check availability:
https://shorehamvillagehall.co.uk/hal
lbooking/
Bookings by email only: 
bookings@shorehamvillagehall.co.uk

Shoreham Pavilion Available for Hire
A fully accessible, beautiful, wooden building 
with central reception space, kitchen and 
changing rooms set overlooking the school 
playing fields and Spellers’ Wood.

The facility is ideal for evening or weekend 
events, adult or children’s learning or music 
groups, and as a meeting room for social 
groups. The Changing Rooms are available 
to hire separately in conjunction with use of 
the field.

For all enquiries, please contact the 
School Office on 01959 522228.

 

 

SHOREHAM VILLAGE PLAYERS 
Are you interested in acting, singing, 
directing, lighting & sound, stage 
design & construction, costumes… 
having a lot of fun and making 
friends for life? 

THEN COME AND JOIN US! 

Email: 
shorehamvillageplayers@gmail.com 

Or call Janet Heuston on:  
01959 523 979  

Shoreham & Otford CC 
offers:

• 4 x Senior Teams

• Junior cricket for boys & girls age 7-15

• Winter nets

• NEW MEMBERS WELCOME

www.socc.uk
Contact: Alex Hofmann • 07525 583 717

Email - Seniors: sandoccavailabilities@gmail.com

Juniors: alex.hofmann@fisglobal.com  



Contact Sophie Marsh on
01959 525656/07752 164452

sophie@darenthulme.co.uk
darenthulme.co.uk

Darent Hulme, Shacklands Rd.
Shoreham, Kent TN14 7TU

Self-contained 
detached 
barn, off ering 
comfortable and 
quietly stylish 
accommodation

BED & BREAKFAST

Darent Hulme Barn
For friendly advice on all your 

TV Aerial / Satellite requirements

Please Call:
01732 590246
01959 525884
07950 852021

email: sevenoaksaerials@btinternet.com




