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All Seasons
Gardening
Hedge Cutting • Tree Work
Ground & Garden Clearance
Regular One-off Tidy-ups
All Jobs Considered
Green Waste
Licence Holder

01732
463669

GUTTERS CLEARED & REPAIRED
Conservatories, Fascias, Soffits
cleaned & rejuvenated!
Affordable rates – fully insured
For a quote contact Jeremy Steer
01959 525347 or 07831 214815
e: jeremysteer2@gmail.com

Shoreham Emergency Plan
All major emergencies are dealt with by the emergency services. However, there may be
times such as power cuts, snow and ice, flooding or storms where the emergency services
are not required. These conditions can make life challenging for more vulnerable people
such as the elderly, infirm, disabled, sick or even someone who maybe heavily pregnant or
with young children.
If you'd like to be on the list either permanently or temporarily, or you know someone who
would, then please contact Sarah Moon, the Parish Clerk on 0791 2611048 or via email at
clerk2012@shorehamparishcouncil.gov.uk . If you are giving the details of another person
please ensure you have their permission and agreement.

01732 450111

Cricket
Tennis
Hockey
Rugby
Running

(New Running Gait Analysis)

Garden Games

10, LONDON ROAD, SEVENOAKS TN13 1AJ (OPPOSITE THE STAG THEATRE)
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Hope in the midst of Lament
I wanted to write this Gazette article about Hope.
Isn’t Hope something we all need as we begin this new year in lockdown?
We have probably all had our share of hope filled messages over this Christmas period hope you have a Happy New Year, hope you get better soon, hope you sort things out and even when things don’t go well - every cloud has a silver lining, everything happens
for a reason, things will get better soon. But somehow it all feels a bit nebulous, a bit
superficial, a bit glib.
As a Christian, I know that faith, ‘is the substance of things hoped for’ and I have
experienced the truth of that in many different ways over my life BUT there are also
times and situations where knowing that in my head and even in my heart, just don’t
seem enough, times when it doesn’t seem to get to the bottom of the pain, fear or loss.
Times when God feels strangely absent or doesn’t sort things out in the way we had
expected; times when it seems impossible to hope.
Recently, I started reading a book by Aubrey Sampson, called the louder song and I
rediscovered the idea of Lament, which I think is a helpful one for our current context. I
offer it to you in the hope that you may find it so too. Lament is something that had been
really important to me in my early 20’s, when although I’d had a mostly happy childhood,
I had experienced the impact of death, divorce, alcoholism and suicide with members of
my immediate family. I decided early on in my faith journey that if God was real and
always with me, God must be big enough to cope with all the honesty I could muster and
with everything I could throw God’s way.
In many ways, suffering is an invitation (and sometimes the only way) to stop pretending,
to stop avoiding, to let go of control, to pour out our hearts - to lament to God. Lament
is perhaps an overlooked genre of prayer, found throughout the Bible. There are actually
more lament songs than praise songs in the Bible. The Psalms alone contain more than
56 laments.
The Jewish faith has a tradition of lament known as Tisha B’Av. It is the saddest day of
the year, a day to remember the atrocities born by the Jewish people, including the
Holocaust. It’s a day set aside to fast, to grieve and to chant words from the book
of Lamentations. (Yes, there’s a whole book of the Bible with laments).
Lament is raw, messy and honest, where nothing is denied, repressed or hidden. The
questions and anger are laid before God, often in protest, weeping and complaint. ‘To
discover the language of lament is to learn to pray as if there is no God anywhere, who
can or will do anything about our situation, except possibly to make it worse - and at the
same time to pray as if God is always listening and can be trusted to help’.
The title of the book, “The Louder Song “reminds me of a song by Simon and Garfunkel
called Silent Night/ 7 O’Clock News from the album Parsley, Sage, Rosemary and
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Valley View Joinery Limited
Cabinet Makers

Bespoke & purpose made joinery. Manufactures of replacement wooden sash
windows, box frames, double glazed wooden windows, doors & driveway gates.
We also specialize in period mouldings, skirting & architraves to match
existing designs or tailor made to your specifications.
Lower Austin Lodge Farm Upper Austin Lodge Road, Eynsford, Dartford, Kent DA4 0HT

WORKS TEL: 01322 863243 • MOBILE: 07598 863040
Email: valleyviewjoinery@gmail.com • www.valleyviewjoineryltd.co.uk

Shoreham Village Stores

Mon – Sat
7am – 8pm

Sunday
8am – 6pm

A True Mini-Supermarket
Free Delivery
Post Office Tues & Thurs 9 – 3:30pm
Thusyanthan Nadarajah – 35 High St 01959

522 018

Thyme. The song starts with the carol, Silent Night, Holy Night being sung. Then slowly
you become aware of the 7 o’clock news being read in the background. The carol keeps
playing but the news gradually becomes louder and louder, until the news threatens to
drown Silent Night, which is where the song ends. It is a powerful song.
Lament declares that we have a God who hears, a God who calls us by name, a God who
reveals his ‘withness’ in darkest times and deepest despair. Lament allows the
unanswerable to remain unanswered while still declaring that suffering will not have the
final say.
Lament can lead us back to a place of hope – not because lamenting does anything
magical but because God sings a louder song than suffering ever could; a song of
resurrection, renewal, restoration, and re-creation. God doesn’t avoid or ignore pain.
God sings the loudest song of love over it and invites his hurting people to sing with him.
We don’t lament into a void. We lament to a God who wants our honesty and is with
us in our pain and sorrow. That is real hope.
Rev Diane
SERVICES
St Peter and St Paul, Shoreham
The church continues to remain open for private prayer on
Wednesday between 10am and 12noon and Saturday between 10am and 2pm.
Sadly, we aren’t currently able to have worship services in the church building but our
main
Sunday service continues on Zoom at 10am each week.
There are also Prayers on Zoom each Friday at 10am. Please contact Revd Diane for
Zoom details.
All are WELCOME.
The Revd Dr Diane E. Rees
The Vicarage, Station Road, Shoreham TN14 7SA
revdrdi@outlook.com

01959 522363

OUR HUGE THANKS TO TERRY CLARK
After over seven years, and a couple of previous attempts, Terry Clark is finally retiring
as our Church Treasurer. The congregation - and indeed all those within the parish and
beyond who have had occasion to use our "services" - have hugely benefited from his
calm approach in keeping everything in order and ticking over. Two things in particular
stand out during that period: firstly, managing the finances and the accounting for the
fundraising and building of the extension was a significant additional task; secondly, he
and Pauline have not always been in the best of health. The fact that Terry has continued
uncomplainingly throughout those periods is a great testament to his dedication and for
which we are all extremely grateful. It's no surprise that he's continuing to support the
churchwardens whist a replacement treasurer is being sought, but (on the basis that this
time it won't once again be Terry!) we're very pleased to wish him all the best for a happy
retirement.
Johnny Aisher Churchwarden
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Visit Castle Farm for local farm foods, fresh eggs, ice cream,
seasonal produce, home decorations & thoughtful gifts.
Tuesday – Saturday: 9am – 5pm.
Sunday & Bank Hols: 10am – 5pm. Closed on Mondays.

Order online for beautifully wrapped Gifts &
Hampers to be sent nationwide.
www.castlefarmkent.co.uk

01959 523219

www.peterwilsondecoraang.com

All Types of Internal and External
Decoraaon
email: enquiries@peterwilsondecoraang.com

or call: 01622 872579
ape 100mm x 65mm.docx

Specialists in the investigation and treatment of:
Woodworm • Dry Rot • Rising Dampness
Structural Waterproofing

Gulliver Timber Treatments have spent over 40 years
providing first-rate services to our clients.
For a survey contact us on:
Tel:
01959 524966
Email: enquiries@gullivertt.co.uk
Web: www.gullivertt.co.uk
Members of:
Property Care Association (BWPDA)

Guarantee Protection Insurance Ltd
Newton Specialist Basement Contractor

OPEN YOUR GARDEN

19 – 20 June 2021
Shoreham Open Gardens Safari 2021
The Shoreham Open Gardens Safari committee very optimistically hopes that the
Shoreham Village Garden Safari will burst back onto the garden scene this year. We are,
therefore, looking for gardens, large or small, wild or cultivated, to include in this
biennial event.
We understand that residents may be concerned about inviting visitors into the village
and we will only continue with the event if government guidance at the time allows and
all participants and residents feel safe. But now we need to know if, on this basis, we
have enough gardens to run the event.
We hope that June 2021 may be a good time for our village to reaffirm its community
spirit. We need your thoughts, suggestions, and most of all, we need your participation.
Jeremy Tooley, Jenna Leight & Peter Kasch. Contact: kaschpeter@gmail.com, or ring
524998 Jeremy Tooley, Jenna Leight & Peter Kasch
Contact: kaschpeter@gmail.com, or ring 524 998

BORED IN LOCKDOWN?
Would you like to be a key part of the fabric of our village? Do you have basic
bookkeeping skills and an ability to communicate well with others? If so the
churchwardens would be delighted to hear from you as we look for an Honorary
Church Treasurer. This role includes membership of the Parochial Church
Council and there is the possibility of dividing the role between two people
(accounting/admin and budget/strategy) and of paying a small fee. Support will
be available from a number of sources and, we hope, the satisfaction of this
worthwhile role would extend well beyond lockdown! All enquiries
welcome! (Johnny@aisher.com or 07764 674339)
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Otford based Private Hire Taxi
for pre-booked trips:
 Airports (we meet you in the Terminal)
 Hospital visits (wait and return)
 Cruise Terminals (luggage no problem)
 London
 Days Out (golf, seaside etc)
Ring Simon for a quote 07956 808747
Email taxi@otford.net

Albert Akin
Interior & Exterior
Wallpaper specialist
35 years experience
All work guaranteed & fully insured
01959 534190 or 07802 412601
Email: albert.akint@gmail.com

GREAT NEWS - SHOREHAM ULTRA FAST BROADBAND IS COMING!
We are really pleased to confirm that enough people have obtained and pledged their
vouchers so that the installation of FTTP (Fibre To The Premises) broadband can go
ahead. In fact, the project was so heavily over-subscribed that not all of the vouchers
will be needed - so if you haven't heard back from DCMS (Department of Culture, Media
& Sport) it's likely to be because the target has already been met. However, if you do
receive an email from the DCMS please follow the instructions given to ensure no
funding is missed.
Cables will be laid throughout the whole village, and surrounding roads, so all residents
will have the same access to the broadband whether they pledged vouchers or not. The
project has been passed to BT Openreach's delivery department; however they are not
yet able to give timescales. They still have to draw up detailed plans so we are unlikely
to see anything happening for a few months. We will keep everyone informed as more
progress is made through the Gazette, Parish Council website and the Village Facebook
group.
Shoreham Parish Council Broadband Working Group
THE SHOREHAM SOCIETY
In the late spring of last year the Shoreham Society was planning a Rainbow Picnic on
the Rec to celebrate the end of lockdown, when our community could come together and
have some fun. How little did we realise what a long lockdown it would be! So plans
have evolved and been adapted to our continuing restrictions – not to mention our newfound Zoom expertise. There are two events for your diaries.
Shoreham in Pictures
A photograph exhibition to celebrate Shoreham will be held on Friday, 26 th February at
7.30pm via Zoom (801 454 4629). Just send in your photos to:
shorehamsociety@gmail.com by 17th February and we will do the rest.
The categories are: Skies; Landscapes; People; Christmas; Shoreham Past and Humour!
Up to three pictures can be submitted, let us know if you would like to send in more. If
you are under 18 put your age as we are sure there are talented young photographers.
This is not exclusive to Shoreham Society members.so it would be great if you would
like to join us.
Dark Skies Initiative
One of the things that we have been considering with regard to planning issues around
the Village is the level of light pollution. The loss of our dark skies has been found to be
both detrimental to humans and to wildlife. So it’s worth checking if you have lights
which stay on all night, but don’t need to, or consider changing to security lighting which
is event activated. If we all make efforts with these seemingly small things, we could
begin to enjoy our starlit nights again.
Friday March 26th Quiz Night 7.30pm
Again, this will be held via Zoom and will be a light-hearted quiz based on and around
Shoreham.
As always, if you would like to be more involved in Shoreham life, then do join us by
contacting: shorehamsociety@gmail.com
Christine Euman Co-chair
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Shoreham Village School

You will be warmly welcomed at Shoreham Village School.

Shoreham Village School
Please contact us on:
You will be warmly welcomed at Shoreham Village School. Please contact us on:
01959522228
522228
or office@shoreham.kent.sch.uk
01959
or office@shoreham.kent.sch.uk
JoinShoreham
ShorehamVillage
Village School
School today
today to
to experience
experience
Join
our:
our:
happy,caring,
caring, small
small and
and inclusive
inclusive environment
environment
• happy,
superb team
teamof
of dedicated
dedicated and
and nurturing
nurturing staff
staff
• superb
wonderful facilities
facilities including
including iPads,
iPads, extensive
extensive
• wonderful
grounds and
and an
an allotment
allotment
grounds
rangeof
of before
before and
and after-school
after-school clubs
clubs
• range

Shoreham Village School is a ‘Good’
‘Good’ School
Shoreham
School
“Teaching
good.
Teachers
ensure
that all …they
pupils
“Pupils
areisfully
engaged
in their
learning.
are set work
atlessons
the right
level
so they
achieve well.”
behave
well in
and
around
school

“Pupils
wellisacademically
andwell
make
a
“Pupils’achieve
behaviour
good. They are
mannered
positive
contribution
their future
lives.”
and polite,
and show in
respect
for others.”
Ofsted, April 2019
Ofsted, March 2015

For more information,
visit:information,
www.shorehamvillageschool.net
For more
visit: www.shorehamvillageschool.net

SHOREHAM VILLAGE STORES
We’re keeping our fingers crossed that life gets back to greater normality in the coming
weeks, but in the meantime we’re doing our best to keep everyone safe. Please remember
to wear a mask and use the sanitiser on entering the shop. We have cut the number of
customers inside the shop to two and are applying that to family groups in almost all
cases.
Lorna had a great send-off on her final day just before Christmas, with a group of
customers clapping and cheering her in the street outside. Peter Kasch of the Shoreham
Shop Partnership presented her with a cheque reflecting the goodwill of the village, and
there were literally hundreds of thanks to her on Facebook. Her shifts have been taken
over by Desh, who looks forward to welcoming you all.
Raj, Desh, Prasanth and the Shoreham Shop Partners
NEW YEAR’S HONOURS LIST
I am honoured to have been awarded an MBE in the New Year’s Honours list and am
touched by the number of kind messages I have received. I was given the award for my
work spanning a number of years with the Arts Council Collection (ACC) before
becoming Director in 2014.
The Arts Council funds arts organisations across the UK and perhaps surprisingly it owns
an art collection. The collection was established in 1946 with the aim of supporting
British artists by purchase of their work at an early but critical stage in their careers.
Some might consider this a risky strategy but over the years the Collection has acquired
over 8,000 works and includes many of the best known artists of post war Britain. A few
examples are David Hockney, Grayson Perry, Bridget Riley, Henry Moore, Barbara
Hepworth and Antony Gormley. The Collection is based at the Hayward Gallery, London
and at Yorkshire Sculpture Park, Wakefield.
Unlike other collections the ACC doesn’t have a gallery space so works are seen in
touring exhibitions, loans to galleries here and abroad and uniquely amongst other
national collections in hospitals, schools and public buildings in this country. Every year
over 2,500,000 visitors will see work from the ACC in a UK gallery making it the most
widely seen of all national collections
Managing an art collection is complex and one is always conscious that you are caring
for often extremely valuable and fragile items which also belong to the nation. My role
as Director was to increase the visibility of the ACC and develop partnerships with a
number of UK galleries. I oversaw the education, lending, digital and conservation
programmes as well as taking overall responsibility for security, storage, publishing,
marketing and fundraising. The art of post-war Britain is highly regarded internationally
so my team and I were afforded some wonderful opportunities to travel. However, when
I became Director I was able to lead on acquisitions and that was the part I enjoyed the
most. We have a wealth of artistic talent in this country and I was very proud to have
nurtured a small part of it.
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HolidayCottage
Cottage -- Yorkshire
Yorkshire Dales
Holiday
Dales
Idylliclocation
locationin– Wensleydale
Idyllic
Wensleydale

3 bedroomssleeps6/7.
6/7.Enclosed
Enclosedgarden
garden
3 bedrooms
- sleeps
Dogs
and children
welcome
Off-road
parking
Off-road
parking
Dogs
welcome
Contact Steve Birkin
Contact Steve Birkin
01959 523071
birkins78@gmail.com
Or birkins78@gmail.com
www.overdalecottage.co.uk

Sarah Willsey MCFHP MAFHP
Foot Health Professional

Mobile Foot Health Professional service in the comfort of
your own home
TREATMENTS
• Corns & calluses
• Hard skin
• Verrucas
• Ingrown toe nails
• Thickened fungal nails
• Cracked heels
• Toe nail cutting and care
• Diabetic and High Risk Foot Care and Advice

PRICES
£40 first appointment
£37 follow up
£35 over 65 first appointment
£32 over 65 follow up

Clinic: 01622 438550
Mobile: 07500 041535
Email: sarah@yourhealthyfeet.co.uk
Web: www.yourhealthyfeet.co.uk

Need help with
I.T. issues ?
contact
Andrew
Prosphero - IT Support

Award winning sparkling and
For professional and
friendly advice and support
for home and business use

still wines grown locally in Shoreham
t. 01732 742454
m. 07957 648461
andrew@prosphero.co.uk

01959 524008
www.themountvineyard.co.uk

KEITH SKINNER
PROPERTY MAINTENANCE
FREE ESTIMATES • NO CALL OUT CHARGE

07527 490 669
keith203@btinternet.com

I decided to step down from my role in May last year although I am still working in an
advisory capacity to art organisations in the UK, I am really looking forward to seeing
galleries reopen this year. However, there have been some compensations, to be able to
see more of my husband, Barry and spend more time in our lovely village.
Jill Constantine MBE
SHOREHAM PARISH COUNCIL
As we find ourselves in our third national lockdown, I would like to remind anyone who
is shielding or isolating that our volunteer group is still up and running. If you need any
help with shopping or prescription collections or even if you just fancy a friendly chat,
then please do not hesitate to call your local volunteer.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Sarah
Moon
(High
Street)
–
0787
9655459
clerk2012@shorehamparishcouncil.gov.uk
Jo Winser (High Street) - 07730 676808 joannawinser@gmail.com
Louise Norris (Church Street & Bowers Road / Mesne Way) - 07736 684343
loubyn2@yahoo.co.uk
Jennie Adams (Bowers Road) - 07513 706897 - jennieadams81@gmail.com
Liz Stopford (Church Street/ Darenth Way) - 07808 172223
eastopford@googlemail.com
Luke Magnuson (Church Street) - luke.magnuson@gmail.com
Olivier Pilon (Church Street/Darenth Way) – 07496 761529 –
olivierpilon@hotmail.co.uk
Katie Horsley (Boakes Meadow) – thekatiehorsley@gmail.com
Karen Morash (Forge Way & Palmer's Orchard) - 01959 523289/07880 541743
thebluenoser@gmail.com
Clare Carpenter (Forge Way) – clare.carpenter@btinternet.com
Kara Dellow (Crown Road) - 07947 319493 karadellow24@gmail.com
Ann Palmer (Mill Lane) – 07855 948815 – annpalmer5@icloud.com
Jane and Paul Hudson - (Mill Lane) 07850 620454 - pandjhud@gmail.com
Amanda
Summers
(Shoreham
Place)
01959
523563
asummers1970@outlook.com
Katie Hirst - (Shoreham Place) - 07946 620880 (telephone support only)
Lucy Holland (Shoreham Place) – hollandlucy1@gmail.com
Jenny and Rob Lynch - (Hamlet/Quadrangle) – 07884 497855
Robertalynch@icloud.com

On a separate matter, the Parish Council was very pleased to award the annual Kent
Association of Local Councils Community Award for 2020 to Sarah Parkes. Most of
you will know Sarah as she has worked tirelessly for the village for many years and has
served both on the Parish Council and Planning and Amenities Committees. Sarah
helped create the Centenary Woodland and more recently has been instrumental in
ensuring the regeneration of Preston Hill Country Park, which will hopefully be open to
visitors in March and will include a new circular way-marked route. If you see Sarah
about the village, please stop and congratulate her – these awards are usually presented
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at a public meeting in the Village Hall but due to current restrictions we were unable to
do this so she unfortunately missed her moment of glory! Well done Sarah.
Stay safe Sarah Moon, Parish Clerk
07912 611048, clerk2012@shorehamparishcouncil.gov.uk
SHOREHAM VILLAGE SCHOOL
January brought good news amongst the last-minute lockdown organisation when we
heard that villager and good friend of the school (and indeed Granny of one of our pupils)
Ann Ball had been awarded the MBE by the Queen. We all send Ann our congratulations
and hope she might visit the school to tell us all about her experience when she receives
her medal.
Home learning has commenced once more with a few Critical Workers' children in
school being supervised by our amazing, dedicated team of staff. We have managed to
lend out more school laptops this time so that many families can join in our thrice daily
live zoom learning session with class teachers. The Department for Education have
placed much more stringent guidance around how educational settings must make
provision during this lockdown and we are pleased to note that it is exactly in line with
what we offered from the very start of the first lockdown - we were clearly on the ball
from the outset and, as a result, pupils who have taken advantage of the work provided
will not be at such a disadvantage as others.
We were contacted recently by a company called Rotosound who generously offered us
free strings for any stringed instruments that we have in school; we are being sent ten
sets of ukulele strings which we will use to restring some of the well-used 'shredded'
strings on the ukuleles used by all of our Year 3 and 4 pupils who have a weekly lesson
with the class teacher. This is a really important aspect of our music learning as it is a
well-known fact that pupils who learn to play an instrument are more likely to be more
creative, confident, and patient, have better memories and be successful in academic life.
I have no doubt that the village will be much quieter without the usual school traffic but
we are also aware of an abundance of visitors who use (and abuse) the village for their
daily exercise during lockdown. The children participated in a poster competition and
we have distributed posters around the village, encouraging visitors to leave the village
as they find it and to treat it with respect. We hope it has a positive impact
Thank you very much to everyone who kindly donated unwanted board games that were
in good condition. They are already being used and enjoyed by pupils who are in
school. If you have any nice but unwanted Christmas gifts (we promise we won't tell!)
please do consider donating them to the school for our next raffle or silent auction. We
hope you are all staying safe and well.
Gillian Lovatt-Young Headteacher
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TIMBERDEN FARM
In the 1930s agriculture was in a very depressed state and many farms were hardly
farmed at all. Timberden was one such farm. The tenants were two brothers, both
crippled by polio, who were cared for by their sister. The farm was in a poor condition
and the fields were covered in weeds like ragwort, docks and thistles. The farm was
overrun with rabbits and they were sold to people with guns, ferrets and so on. The fields
were only really used for camping.
My father was the local milkman in the village and he provided the campers with milk
and eggs since they didn’t have enough milk at Timberden to supply the campers. I
remember being four or five years old and driving around delivering milk in Dad’s big
old Austin heavy 12, which was as big as a Land Rover. All I could see when we made
our deliveries at Timberden were the high weeds.
When the war started, farming became important and farmers were expected to grow as
much food as possible. Agriculture War Executive Committees were formed in each
area comprising mainly good farmers from the local villages. They had some strong
powers and people like the tenants of Timberden were expected to start growing crops
of wheat and so on. They were, however, unable to do this because they didn’t have the
machinery or the physical ability. In Timberden’s case the ‘War Ag’, as it soon became
known, farmed it with the machinery from their depot at Otford Castle. They had a
selection of the sort of machines that the local grass farmers would need and would have
been unable to purchase because most of the machinery factories had switched to making
war machines. It was possible to hire farm machinery from the Otford depot (from
tractors down to small tools) and it was staffed full time by mechanics and engineers.
My father, who farmed the adjoining land, was offered the tenancy at Timberden after
the second year. As part of the deal he was allocated a crawler tractor, the farm is quite
steep in places, but it was delayed until the third year so the only tractor he had was a
small Allis B.
He managed it with the help of good neighbours. Slowly the farm began to improve with
the better cultivations and fertilisers and the livestock with dung and the grazing. The
hedges had not been cut wide they were cut by hand -no chainsaws in those days - and a
wide hedge was a waste of good soil. The hedges were cut off at ground level and then
allowed to grow to about waist high which makes a good stock proof hedge. That is how
Timberden was tamed and the steep hills by the cross were cleared in the 50s.
Frank Hitchcock
TWENTY FOUR YEARS AT SHOREHAM VILLAGE STORES
I started work in Shoreham Village stores twenty four years ago and worked two evening
shifts for Di and Brian McIntier and that snowballed to work during the day. I worked
with some amazing people including Rosemary, Barbara, Sue, Mike, Amanda, Lucy and
Louise to name a few. There was a deli counter which was where the Cooks freezer and
Wine Section is now. The Post Office, which was run full time, was situated where the
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Mandy Cohen

For friendly advice on all your
TV Aerial / Satellite requirements

Registered Osteopath and Massage Therapist

Please Call:
01732 590246
01959 525884
07950 852021

Crown Enterprise
16 High Street
Seal
TN15 0AJ
Telephone: 07799066613

email: sevenoaksaerials@btinternet.com

Sue Wickes

	
  

	
  

Rated Outstanding by OFSTED,
Shoreham Village Pre-school, offers
a happy, safe and stimulating
environment for your little one to
start their education.

Soft
Furnishings
and Alterations

Contact Michelle Philbrick
T: 01959 52 55 77
E: shoreham.preschool@yahoo.com
W: www.shoreham.kent.sch.uk

Tel : 01322 864967
Mobile : 07793 962295

chimney sweep

Working chimneys should be
swept at least once a year.
This will maintain your fire's
efficiency and more importantly
reduce the likelihood of a chimney
fire, which can result from a build
up of soot and creosote.

Reliable • Professional • Clean & tidy

Chimney Safety Certificate Issued

D av i d Fa i r m a n

Public Liability Insurance

Traditional methods
Open fires • Woodburners
Agas • Inglenooks

Member of Institute of Chimney Sweeps

Appointment times
convenient to you

call 07949 072949

Chim_A5.indd 1

1/6/09 21:48:26

grocery section is and there was access to the flat upstairs from there. There was a cash
till beside the front door and paraffin was sold from a little outbuilding at the back of the
shop. When Di and Brian retired Colin Dawes took on the lease.
It was a sad day for the whole village when the shop closed, a part of the village died
with it. However, luckily, for everyone including myself because I got my job back! The
Shoreham Shop Partnership bought the premises and leased the shop to Kumar and
Kokila. There followed a ten year period when I worked a lot more hours! Kumar and
Koki had two children Keertikka and Ashwikka who I watched grow up. We lost the full
time Post Office and now have an outreach one from Hartley. Kumar had an amazing
sense of humour and there were lots of laughs over those ten years! They moved to
Wales and the shop was taken on by Kannon and Chitra and their two children Dhia and
Ragavi. It was at this point, I cut back my hours and settled into just three mornings a
week. They did an amazing job during the first half of 2020 when the country went into
lockdown....I don't think there was a single day during those three months that Kannon
didn't go out to Cash and Carries all over the south east to keep the shop fully supplied.
The final 'boss' when Kannon left was Raj who arrived last July. Twenty four years and
five employers, not forgetting Dhana, Ramesh and Prasanth, whom I worked closely
with. I thoroughly enjoyed my years there and .I have so many lovely memories.
THANK YOU. FROM LORNA
I would like to thank everyone for their cards, gifts and money that I received when I
retired from the shop on Christmas Eve. I was truly overwhelmed by everything.....not
least by all the people waiting for me outside the shop when I left who then clapped! I
would like to thank everyone, personally.....but that would be impossible. However, I
can thank Peter Kasch for organising everything! I will miss working there.....you don't
work somewhere for 24 years and not miss it. There were highs and lows, but the highs
far outweighed the lows! It’s been a pleasure serving the village over the years and I
wish everyone a much happier and healthier and safer 2021.
Lorna Robinson.
A HISTORY MYSTERY: DID SHOREHAM HAVE A ROMAN VILLA?
Shoreham has often prided itself on having its very own Roman villa – albeit one that no
one has ever really seen. It’s long been thought that there was a Roman settlement in the
fields to the north of Mill House, and a recent survey organised by the Darent Valley
Landscape Partnership Scheme (DVLPS) has tried to shed some light on this.
It was Colonel G.W. Meates, the archaeologist who uncovered the villa at Lullingstone,
who confidently placed one in Shoreham too. In 1948, by probing in the soil close to the
river, Meates hit stone deposits he said were probably the frontage of a Lullingstonesized villa that might have been 120 feet long. He found pieces of pilae – supports for a
hypocaust that provided the Romans’ famous underfloor heating.
By the 1970s, historians were saying that evidence for the villa was “well established”
(Otford in Kent: A History). But a new generation of archaeologists sounded a more
sceptical note. A dig in 1982 involving thirty seven test holes found no evidence for
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Meates’s large building. Shoreham’s own history, Shoreham: A Village in Kent, reported
on the Meates findings without entirely endorsing them.
But the 1982 excavation did offer something tantalising. It uncovered a small, threeroom Roman building a short distance east of the river. It might (or might not) have been
a bath house, with Roman pottery, glass and mosaic elements found inside.
Then last year the DVLPS hired Darnley Archaeological Services to walk the area with
a device that seeks magnetic anomalies beneath the soil. Near bends in the river, areas of
possible stonework were indeed found nestling underground. The experts said they could
have been part of a Romano-British villa – but could equally be bits of rubble washed
down the river from elsewhere.
The flood plain has long made archaeology in this area tricky, with little prospect at the
moment of a new full-scale dig to try to put the matter to rest. So the villa hypothesis just
about lives on, and Shoreham is still entitled to claim that the Romans may have been
taking hot baths, eating snails and laying mosaics on our doorstep.
James Saynor
TALES FROM THE HILL
Our editor Ann Ball BEM asked if I would write something about Magpie Bottom, past
and present for those newer residents who were asking about the history of the name.
Why Magpie Bottom well Bottom is obvious. In the past we have had large visiting
flocks of 50 or more Magpies, and I can only guess that our ancestors might have named
Magpie because of these large gatherings. The collective name for Magpies include a
parliament a mischief or my favourite a conventicle. The earliest reference I have to the
name was in the deeds of our house dated 1752. I also have a Survey Map by J.N. Codd
of Magpie Bottom and the farm dated 1790, the area farmed was 19 acres.
My wife Annette and I moved to Magpie in 1964, Rose Cottage was semi- derelict, no
mains water or electric. But we were young and survived, two of our three children were
born in Rose Cottage. In 1970 we purchased 75 acres of land belonging to the Dunsany
estate, as we were concerned that the chalk loving flora were likely to go under the
plough. Later we purchased more land from the Highfield Estate. We were not born
farmers but learnt as we went along. We built up s small herd of Sussex and later British
White Cattle I worked in Gravesend so during the week Annette had to juggle with 3
human kids a number of goat kids and up to 30 cattle and calves.
Back then the fields were overgrown with hawthorn and brambles and dogwood, it took
many years to clear, but as we did so the chalk loving plants thrived including ten
varieties of orchids. The land was designated a Site of Special Scientific Interest. Seven
years ago we decided to lessen the load and we sold 80 acres to Kent Wildlife Trust.
Many of you will have heard about The Smuggling connection with Magpie Bottom, I
have told the story many times. The other connection with the past that has become a bit
of an obsession, is the landscape and Samuel Palmer. In 1828 Palmer painted a picture
he called The Valley Farm it shows Rose Cottage and a field being ploughed. There are
I am sure many other Palmer landscapes where his genius was inspired by the rounded
hills of Magpie Bottom. In the picture of ‘The Valley Farm’ it shows a section of the lane
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and if you look carefully you can see a figure in a long coat.
I walk past this spot every day and often wonder whether one day I will meet this lonely
figure and will it be Palmer?
John Bovington
DONATION
The Shoreham Gazette thanks The Shoreham Society for their generous donation of £25
towards the cost of our printing and circulating
A STREAM WHERE THE OAK TREES GROW
I think I was probably about fifteen summers at the time. I’d been up by the Cross with
Harry looking for bits of shrapnel that had fallen from the sky. This was the summer of
1947, and the sky had started to get blue again. The world had started to smile, once
more.
Harry had been called from the bottom of his hill by his grandfather (who had been a
Sergeant-Major in the War) to tell him his meal was on the table, and if he didn’t hurry
their dog, Winston would get it all
You didn’t have to ask Harry twice when it came to food. No sir, he was tumbling and
rolling, and laughing all the way to the bottom of the grassy slide.
I knew my father would be expecting me around 5 pm. That was when he got back from
the garage in Sevenoaks and started the cooking. My mother had left me, my brother and
my dad in the War and had never come back. She didn’t die if that’s what you’re thinking.
She ran away with a soldier from Philadelphia, and that was that.
I saw the stranger coming out of the sun as it was finally dipping behind the woods above
the Cross. In the light, he looked like Father Christmas – if Father Christmas had been
on holiday in Shoreham. I mean it was still only the first few days of August.
“Do you mind if I sit here?” He asked, and I nodded because I was too busy trying to
capture a butterfly with my hands. These were the days, long ago, when you spoke to
strangers – before people grew afraid of others. Perhaps they are right to be scared. I
honestly couldn’t tell you one way or another.
The man with the beard sat next to me and smiled. He looked out over the valley and the
river and said, “Well, aren’t you the lucky one?”
To be honest, I wasn’t sure what he meant – but thinking back now over the years, I
guess he was right; those beautiful hills, and the river Darent – we were lucky and should
never, ever take them for granted.
“You know what they call that river?” He asked, and I did. “The river Darent, sir.” I said
as he smiled at my use of the word ‘sir’. “Well done, lad, well done. The Celts called it
after the ‘stream where the oak trees grow’, and even the Anglo-Saxons called it
Diorente. It is a special place. Magical.”
“What do you mean ‘magical’?” I asked. Well, I had to, I was fifteen for goodness sake.
“This river, this valley, this village below, all of them make up a healing place.”“They
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the finest handcrafted joinery
Windows, Doors & Gates, Conservatories
Interiors, Commercial, Survey & Design
Newlands joinery are suppliers of the finest
joinery and bespoke joinery within
the Kent area. We pride ourselves on our
craftmanship, expertise, knowledge and
customer satisfaction. All of which are among
some of the most important things to us.
To find out more head over to our website
or give us a call.

01959 522981
info@newlandsjoinery.com
www.newlandsjoinery.com
Kent Barn, Filston Farm, Filston Lane
Shoreham Kent TN14 5JU
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do? ”They do.” “Folks never find Shoreham.” Then he laughed until I thought his head
was going to fall off (or explode). “Shoreham finds them,” he said when he’d quietened
down. “It does?”
“Yep.”
“This little village has taken people in since the dawn of time. It used to take in plague
victims, lepers, the poor, and the sick. And it always took care of them until they left,
one way or another. You ask your mum or dad about how they or their family found
Shoreham, and you’ll find there’s always for a reason, usually a strange reason.” He said,
delighted with himself.
“You see, Shoreham hears people’s hearts. It knows if they want for something or are
sad, and it takes them in. These folks think they came here accidentally – but that’s not
true. The truth is, the village knows you’re hurting, or something bad will one day happen
to you and it makes sure you are within its care when it does.” He looked at me to see if
I was taking all this in and I was.
“One day, when you are ready, you’ll go out into the world and be happy. Some people
find this village late in life, but that doesn’t mean they don’t need it just as much as
anyone else. It heals them, listens to them, finds companions for folks, and when their
heart is ready, it sends them on their way.”
It was then that I knew, from the tickling in my palms, that I had caught the butterfly and
decided perhaps I should let the little thing go. As it flew up into the darkening blue sky,
I turned to tell the old man – but there was no one there.
And you know what? It did heal my family. My father married again and moved to
Hasting where my father’s newly found happiness spread to us, and we kept together as
a loving group, and maybe it was all thanks to that little village. Shoreham.
You never, ever find Shoreham. It finds you.
Bobby Stevenson 2021
SHOREHAM CHURCH IN THE MEDIA
www.shorehamchurchkent.org/
Here you can find copies of the Sunday service sheets and video recordings. Contact
details, Information regarding the opening of the Church and two years of Gazettes
https://www.facebook.com/groups/ShorehamChurchSt Peter and St Paul Shoreham

SHOREHAM GAZETTE INFORMATION
Editor

Ann Ball Oxbourne View, Mill Lane TN14 7TP 01959 522307

Distribution

Ken Fowler, 79 High Street, TN14 7TB

Advertising

Julie Carder julieshoreham@gmail.com

01959 522365
07415 209432

MARCH COPY TO shorehamgazette@gmail.com by 18 February 2021
th

21

SHOREHAM
ALLOTMENTS
ASSOCIATION
Grow your own!
Annual rents
• Full plot £25
• Half plot £15
Membership Secretary
Malcolm Folland
01959524893

W.R.Gadd
Quality Bespoke
Kitchens
& Bedrooms
Tiling, Decoration
& All Carpentry
Work Undertaken

01959 523086
Shoreham Village Hall

SHOREHAM VILLAGE PLAYERS
Are you interested in acting, singing,
directing, lighting & sound, stage
design & construction, costumes…
having a lot of fun and making
friends for life?
THEN COME AND JOIN US!
Email:
shorehamvillageplayers@gmail.com
Or call Janet Heuston on:
01959 523 979

Weddings . Parties .
Lectures . Societies .
Functions . Meetings.
Free WiFi

To check availability:

https://shorehamvillagehall.co.uk/hal
lbooking/

Bookings: phone 07828 597540
Bookings email (preferred):

bookings@shorehamvillagehall.co.uk

Shoreham Pavilion Available for Hire
A fully accessible, beautiful, wooden building
with central reception space, kitchen and
changing rooms set overlooking the school
playing fields and Spellers’ Wood.

The facility is ideal for evening or weekend
events, adult or children’s learning or music
groups, and as a meeting room for social
groups. The Changing Rooms are available
to hire separately in conjunction with use of
the field.

For all enquiries, please contact the
School Office on 01959 522228.

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Company formations
Company accounts
Corporation tax
Company secretarial
Dividends
Share agreements
Business plans

Yes Accounting Limited
John.cotter@yesaccounting.co.uk
t. 01732 760854 / 01732 760608

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Self-assessment
VAT - Cash - FRS
PAYE - RTI
Book keeping
Tax planning
Management accounts
Specialist advice

Certified Xero Partners
Beautiful online accounting software

Friendly, professional and efficient service. Call for a free consultation

Darent Hulme Barn

MAT & REFORMER CLASSES
PRIVATE TUITION
SPORTS CONDITIONING
REHABILITATION

BED & BREAKFAST
Self-contained
detached
barn, offering
comfortable and
quietly stylish
accommodation

Contact Sophie Marsh on
01959 525656/07752 164452
sophie@darenthulme.co.uk
darenthulme.co.uk
Darent Hulme, Shacklands Rd.
Shoreham, Kent TN14 7TU

THE STUDIO
now at the Education Centre, Coolings Nurseries,
Rushmore Hill, Knockholt. TN14 7NN

Tel: 01959 562192 or 07799 534191
www.pilatesinsevenoaks.co.uk

