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All Seasons
Gardening
Hedge Cutting • Tree Work
Ground & Garden Clearance
Regular One-off Tidy-ups
All Jobs Considered
Green Waste
Licence Holder

01732
463669

GUTTERS CLEARED & REPAIRED
Conservatories, Fascias, Soffits
cleaned & rejuvenated!
Affordable rates – fully insured
For a quote contact Jeremy Steer
01959 525347 or 07831 214815
e: jeremysteer2@gmail.com

Shoreham Emergency Plan
All major emergencies are dealt with by the emergency services. However, there may be
times such as power cuts, snow and ice, flooding or storms where the emergency services
are not required. These conditions can make life challenging for more vulnerable people
such as the elderly, infirm, disabled, sick or even someone who maybe heavily pregnant or
with young children.
If you'd like to be on the list either permanently or temporarily, or you know someone
who would, then please contact Amanda Barlow, the Parish Clerk on 0791 2611048 or via
email at clerk2012@shorehamparishcouncil.gov.uk . If you are giving the details of another
person please ensure you have their permission and agreement.

01732 450111

Cricket
Tennis
Hockey
Rugby
Running

(New Running Gait Analysis)

Garden Games

10, LONDON ROAD, SEVENOAKS TN13 1AJ (OPPOSITE THE STAG THEATRE)
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SERVICES
1st May - Easter 3
9am Breakfast@Church with Bishop Simon, the Bishop of Tonbridge
6pm Holy Communion in church
8th May - Easter 4
9am Holy Communion in church
10.00 Sunday Worship on Zoom
15th May - Easter 5
10am Holy Communion with the choir in church
6pm Compline
22nd May - Easter 6
9am Holy Communion in church (BCP)
10am Sunday worship on Zoom
Thursday 26th May - Ascension Day
Deanery Ascension Day Service at Ightham
29th May - Sunday after Ascension Day - Easter 7 - White
10am Holy Communion in church
6pm Evening Prayer
5th June - Pentecost - Queen’s Platinum Jubilee weekend
** 9am Holy Communion in church ** (No Breakfast@Church in June)
10am Festival Service for the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee

JOY THROUGH THE TEARS
Lent this year, for me, was a period of loss and grieving; I had witnessed my
inspiring, vivacious, interesting and smiley mum becoming ill and subsequently dying.
I know I am not alone. We are all aware of others, in our families, among our friends,
neighbours, colleagues and community, who are facing loss in a variety of ways. I
wondered, what the message of new life and hope that we celebrate at Easter, would
bring to my sadness this year.
I have written about the importance of Lament in an earlier issue of the Gazette, when
we were all beginning to experience the loss and grief caused by Covid. But what about
the Joy and where was that to be found? In my journey with grief this year, I have found
a book called, And Yet: Finding Joy in Lament, by Rachael Newham, helpful. Rachael is

3

THE PILATES ROOM

MAT PILATES

REFORMER PILATES

•

•

BARRE

The Pilates Room is a peaceful Pilates Studio opposite
Shoreham Station, lovingly created by Advanced STOTT
Mat & Reformer Pilates teacher Phoebe.
The Pilates Room offers:
1-2-1

•

Private Groups

Pre & Post-Natal

•

•

Rehab

Studio & Online Classes
•

Athletic Conditioning

WINTER ONLINE COURSES

GIFT

December & January , £5/class.

Boutique Reformer Pilates
Studio in Shoreham

•

Breakfast Club Pilates (Mondays @ 8am)

•

Lunch Club Pilates (Wednesdays @ 1pm)

hello@phoebeharrisonstudio.com

•

vouchers
available

@ThePilatesRoomKent

Shoreham Village Stores

Mon – Sat
7am – 8pm

Sunday
8am – 6pm

A True Mini-Supermarket
Free Delivery
Post Office Tues & Thurs 9 – 3:30pm
Thusyanthan Nadarajah – 35 High St 01959

522 018

someone who has struggled with depression, sometimes life threatening, for most of her
life … and yet … she has found joy in the lament too. In this honest book, she shows
how God meets us in the ordinary moments of our lives and, for some, perhaps especially
in the difficult times. She uses the seasons in the church year to show us something about
how joy and lament are woven together.
On Easter Day in church, we often hear the reading about Mary Magdalene, standing
outside Jesus’ empty tomb, crying. The account of the resurrection of Jesus, begins with
tears. A new-born baby’s cry is the sound everyone waits for. Tears are the sign of new
life. Perhaps it’s not surprising that the new life, new hope that Jesus offers, also appears
through the tears. Another of the Easter post-resurrection accounts I love is when Jesus
walks alongside, Cleopas and another heartbroken disciple on their walk to Emmaus
(Luke 24). He listens to their story of sadness and then he tells his own. “When Jesus
walks alongside us in our dark night of the soul, he reminds us of his story, heaven’s
hope and death’s despair, and he lets us know that hope has the last word” (op. cit. p.89).
It can be difficult to tell our own stories, with their grief, doubt and hopelessness. But
as we do, whether we recognise him or not, Jesus often shows up, walks with us, offering
new hope, in ways we never expect. Maybe through something we see, somebody we
know or something that happens to us, joy breaks through the tears.
Over the coming months, you will hear some different voices on this page, as I go on
sabbatical until the end of August. So, until we meet again, wherever you are on your
journey with joy and lament, I pray that …
Blessing and laughter and loving be yours
the love of a great God
who names you
and holds you
while the earth turns and flowers grow
this day, this night, this moment and forever (The Pattern of our Days, Iona community
p. 165).
Revd Diane
The Rev Dr Diane Rees
The Vicarage, Station Road, Shoreham TN14 7SA
revdrdi@outlook.com 01959 522363
(Usual parish days Friday to Monday)
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Visit Castle Farm for local farm foods, fresh eggs, ice cream,
seasonal produce, home decorations & thoughtful gifts.
Tuesday – Saturday: 9am – 5pm.
Sunday & Bank Hols: 10am – 5pm. Closed on Mondays.

Order online for beautifully wrapped Gifts &
Hampers to be sent nationwide.
www.castlefarmkent.co.uk

01959 523219

www.peterwilsondecoraang.com

All Types of Internal and External
Decoraaon
email: enquiries@peterwilsondecoraang.com

or call: 01622 872579
ape 100mm x 65mm.docx

Specialists in the investigation and treatment of:
Woodworm • Dry Rot • Rising Dampness
Structural Waterproofing

Gulliver Timber Treatments have spent over 40 years
providing first-rate services to our clients.
For a survey contact us on:
Tel:
01959 524966
Email: enquiries@gullivertt.co.uk
Web: www.gullivertt.co.uk
Members of:
Property Care Association (BWPDA)

Guarantee Protection Insurance Ltd
Newton Specialist Basement Contractor

SUNDAY 5TH JUNE AT THE CHURCH
The Festival Service for The Queen’s Platinum Jubilee will be held in the church at 10am
on Sunday 5th June with traditional hymns and ending with the National Anthem.
Afterwards we go into the churchyard to rejoice in the planting of six new trees which
now feature on the national map of The Queen’s Green canopy. The original trees were
planted in 1937 to commemorate the coronation. A celebratory drink will be served.
All most welcome.
Ann Ball

SHOREHAM CHURCH IN THE MEDIA

www.shorehamchurchkent.org

https://www.facebook.com/groups/ShorehamChurch
Wedding information

shorehamkentchurchweddings@gmail.com

GAZETTE COPY
Copy for the JUNE Gazette should be send to shorehamgazette@gmail.com by 20 MAY
as a word attachment in Times New Roman 10 and single spacing.
From the Church Register
22nd April

Funeral Service

Nelson Ridley

SONNET WIND ORCHESTRA CONCERT
Saturday 14th May at 7.30 pm (Doors and Bar 6.30pm)
One time event in the Church – only 100 tickets £ 10 each, available from the shop from
25th April or contact Jasper Dale on jjhdale@gmail.com mobile 07967 583435)
Rupert Bond, our organist, will conduct the SONNET WIND ORCHESTRA who are
going to grace us with their company for one night only. The popular music will be from
Strauss, Ravel, Bernstein, Rogers and others.
Doors (and bar) open 6.30pm, concert starts at 7.30pm for about 2 hours including
interval. Bar never closes!
A lovely way to spend a summer evening, cash bar run by the Friends of Shoreham
Church and great company.
Jasper Dale
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Otford based Private Hire Taxi
for pre-booked trips:
 Airports (we meet you in the Terminal)
 Hospital visits (wait and return)
 Cruise Terminals (luggage no problem)
 London
 Days Out (golf, seaside etc)
Ring Simon for a quote 07956 808747
Email taxi@otford.net
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FESTIVAL OF THE LANDSCAPE
This Spring the Darent Valley Landscape Partnership Scheme will be bringing you the
Festival of the Landscape, an event-packed celebration of everything that the Darent
Valley has to offer!
From 1st May to 30th June 2022 everyone is invited to join in with a programme of
events, workshops and activities across the Darent Valley. From exploring Tudor and
Roman finds with our archaeologist, touring the ancient trees painted by Samuel Palmer,
guided walks with Kent Wildlife Trust, wildlife activities for families and walk and draw
workshops for adults to large-scale outdoor puppetry performances at Otford and
Dartford with 'Puppets with Guts' and much more - there will be something for everyone
to enjoy.
Shoreham residents may be particularly interested in taking part in an arts-based
landscape workshop. This free workshop, created for adults in the Darent Valley area,
will enable you to discover your local landscape’s colour palette. The workshop will be
run by a professional artist, who will guide you through how to ReFRAME your
environment and create your very own Darent Valley picture frame. The workshop is
three hours long and will be taking place at the Jubilee Picnic on the Shoreham
Recreation Ground on Sunday 5th June.
Other events, which are planned include a Samuel Palmer drawing workshop, led by
Victoria Threlfall, devisor of the Samuel Palmer Trail, guided walks around Polhill
Bank, Fackenden Down, Preston Hill and the Shoreham Roadside nature reserve and a
Samuel Palmer talk, given by Colin Harrison, curator at the Ashmolean Museum. There
are also lots more events running in neighbouring villages so for a full program details
of how to book, please visit https://darent-valley.org.uk/get-involved/
Sarah Moon

A WEALTH OF INFORMATION FOR THE GREEN HEATING
AND INSULATION PROJECTS
Thank you so much - more than 100 of you responded to our questionnaire about energy
use and insulation. This information, together with the brief home energy surveys some
of you hosted, has given our consultants a huge amount of detail on which to base their
assessment of the heat demand required for a viable network.
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Shoreham Village School

You will be warmly welcomed at Shoreham Village School.

Shoreham Village School
Please contact us on:
You will be warmly welcomed at Shoreham Village School. Please contact us on:
01959522228
522228
or office@shoreham.kent.sch.uk
01959
or office@shoreham.kent.sch.uk
JoinShoreham
ShorehamVillage
Village School
School today
today to
to experience
experience
Join
our:
our:
happy,caring,
caring, small
small and
and inclusive
inclusive environment
environment
• happy,
superb team
teamof
of dedicated
dedicated and
and nurturing
nurturing staff
staff
• superb
wonderful facilities
facilities including
including iPads,
iPads, extensive
extensive
• wonderful
grounds and
and an
an allotment
allotment
grounds
rangeof
of before
before and
and after-school
after-school clubs
clubs
• range

Shoreham Village School is a ‘Good’
‘Good’ School
Shoreham
School
“Teaching
good.
Teachers
ensure
that all …they
pupils
“Pupils
areisfully
engaged
in their
learning.
are set work
atlessons
the right
level
so they
achieve well.”
behave
well in
and
around
school

“Pupils
wellisacademically
andwell
make
a
“Pupils’achieve
behaviour
good. They are
mannered
positive
contribution
their future
lives.”
and polite,
and show in
respect
for others.”
Ofsted, April 2019
Ofsted, March 2015

For more information,
visit:information,
www.shorehamvillageschool.net
For more
visit: www.shorehamvillageschool.net

The specialist hydrogeology report is due soon, with early results on the underground
aquifer as a source of heat looking quite promising. This evaluation will be critical in
developing the network design, which is the main piece of work due in May. An
economic appraisal will follow that in June and we expect our consultants to be able to
present their findings at a public event in the Village Hall on Wednesday 6 th July: please
do plan to come along.
In parallel with the Feasibility Study, we are moving ahead with our own Parish-wide
insulation project. At the recent Annual Parish Council meeting, the team presented the
insulation priorities you identified through the questionnaire:
 Draught proofing to reduce heating costs and improve comfort
 Lofts (more than 80% of us have less than the recommended 300mm of insulation)
 Cavity walls (not everyone has a cavity wall – of those that do, a third have no
insulation in the cavity). Some who have solid walls would be interested in
external/internal insulation.
 Windows (one third of homes do not have full double glazing and, for understandable
reasons, half of the listed homes have only single glazing)
 Suspended floors (80% of houses have no insulation under the floorboards)
With energy prices rising rapidly, improving our insulation becomes an even higher
priority. We have been working to identify reliable contractors and now need to gauge
how many of you would be interested in grouping together to reduce costs where
possible. The scope of the insulation project is becoming very significant and we are
therefore extremely pleased to welcome James Perry as another volunteer on our team.
As a busy architect, his input will be incredibly valuable. It would be great to hear from
any others in the community who could help us take this initiative forward. Please let us
know at greenheatingshoreham@gmail.com With very best wishes
Bill Lattimer, Peter Kasch, Nick Copeman, Sarah Newman, Mike and Heather Sillitoe,
Alan Davies and James Perry

THE ROYAL BRITISH LEGION CAKE SALE.
The return, at last, of our Annual Cake sale! To be held on Sunday 15th May, 11.00am
to 3.00pm at 43 High Street. We are calling on all the amazing bakers in the village to
make us a cake or two for us to sell....please. If you can't make a cake....come along and
buy one! All proceeds to The Royal British Legion. We look forward to see you.
Lorna Robinson
RON MASON
On behalf of my family I would like to thank everyone for the lovely flowers, cards and
kind words of sympathy on the passing of my Father, Ron Mason, they were much
appreciated.
Elaine Matthews
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the finest handcrafted joinery
Windows, Doors & Gates, Conservatories
Interiors, Commercial, Survey & Design
Newlands joinery are suppliers of the finest
joinery and bespoke joinery within
the Kent area. We pride ourselves on our
craftmanship, expertise, knowledge and
customer satisfaction. All of which are among
some of the most important things to us.
To find out more head over to our website
or give us a call.

01959 522981
info@newlandsjoinery.com
www.newlandsjoinery.com
Kent Barn, Filston Farm, Filston Lane
Shoreham Kent TN14 5JU
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THE SHOREHAM SOCIETY
The Duck Race Sunday May 8 - Registrations from 1.30pm
The race will start after the prizes have been awarded at 2.30pm. Remember that prizes
can be awarded for style, ingenuity, topicality and eccentricity – whatever the judges
decide, so imagination can be given a free rein! The minimum suggested donation stays
the same at £2 per duck. As usual, orphan ducks will be on sale and looking for another
opportunity to race down the river. Traffic is always an issue and we are grateful that
Simon Greenwood has offered to open the Heavy Horse Show field; (as you come down
Station Road turn right, just before the houses). All visitors will have plenty of room for
parking without the need to go through the Village. We believe a further attraction will
be a Barbecue at The Samuel Palmer.
The Queen’s Platinum Jubilee

Sunday June 5th

Sunday June 5th: The Big Picnic on the Recreation Ground 12 noon to 6pm
Bring your own picnic, table and chairs – but the rest is free! Tea and coffee will be
provided by the British Legion. Cupcakes are free from the Women’s Institute.
Entertainment: puppet shows from the Applause theatre company; arts and crafts in the
Airstream Caravan, courtesy of the Darent Valley Landscape Partnership Trust; live
music; tug of war!
The Refreshers’ Tuk Tuk will be on hand selling chilled Prosecco and beer. The Rec will
be decorated, so you can bring your Royal themed scarecrows along to add to the fun.
Guided Late Springtime Nature Walk Saturday 25th June 10am
We’ve arranged a walk on the east side of the valley to learn about the ecosystem of our
chalk hills. It will be led by Mark Gallant, who is incredibly knowledgeable about our
native flora and fauna. Watch out for more details next month.
This follows our successful Dawn Chorus Walk on 16th April, attended by sixteen people,
during which we saw or heard twenty five species of birds. It was led by Brian Nobbs of
Sevenoaks RSPB group. As we climbed the hill out of the mist and into sunshine, we
viewed a spectacular cloud inversion in the valley, the village being hidden from sight.
We hope to repeat this walk next year. The best sighting was of a pair of Mistle Thrushes
on the cricket ground.
Direct trains to St Pancras
There is good news about our train service. From 16 th May, weekday trains from
Shoreham from 06:02 to 08:32 and from 15:32 to 18:02 will be extended through the
Thameslink tunnels to St Pancras and beyond. Coming back, trains from St Pancras 07:07
to 09:37 and from 16:37 to 19:07 will run through to Shoreham and Sevenoaks.
This will help commuters and people connecting to the main line at Kings Cross and St
Pancras, and those wishing to connect to the Elizabeth Line at Farringdon, when it opens
this summer.
Chris Euman and John Saynor Co-chairs

13

HolidayCottage
Cottage -- Yorkshire
Yorkshire Dales
Holiday
Dales
Idylliclocation
locationin– Wensleydale
Idyllic
Wensleydale

3 bedroomssleeps6/7.
6/7.Enclosed
Enclosedgarden
garden
3 bedrooms
- sleeps
Dogs
and children
welcome
Off-road
parking
Off-road
parking
Dogs
welcome
Contact Steve Birkin
Contact Steve Birkin
01959 523071
birkins78@gmail.com
Or birkins78@gmail.com
www.overdalecottage.co.uk

Sarah Willsey MCFHP MAFHP
Foot Health Professional

Mobile Foot Health Professional service in the comfort of
your own home
TREATMENTS
• Corns & calluses
• Hard skin
• Verrucas
• Ingrown toe nails
• Thickened fungal nails
• Cracked heels
• Toe nail cutting and care
• Diabetic and High Risk Foot Care and Advice

PRICES
£40 first appointment
£37 follow up
£35 over 65 first appointment
£32 over 65 follow up

Clinic: 01622 438550
Mobile: 07500 041535
Email: sarah@yourhealthyfeet.co.uk
Web: www.yourhealthyfeet.co.uk

Need help with
I.T. issues ?
contact
Andrew
Prosphero - IT Support

Award winning sparkling and
For professional and
friendly advice and support
for home and business use

ALL

still wines grown locally in Shoreham
t. 01732 742454
m. 07957 648461
andrew@prosphero.co.uk

01959 524008
www.themountvineyard.co.uk

BUILDING WORK
HOME IMPROVEMENT
& LANDLORD REFURBISHMENT

Call us

020 8857 8100

Mobile: 07930 634778

E: oﬃce@build1st.co.uk

KITCHENS & BATHROOMS / EXTENSIONS
CONVERSION / LOFTS /

Committed to Excellence

HOME OFFICE / SUMMERHOUSE

More >

B u i l d 1 s t .co.uk

Brickwork
Plastering
Re-Pointing
Foundations
Rendering
Roofing
Gutters
Soffits
Drainage
Fencing
Flooring
Tiling
Decoration
Driveways
Paving

SHOREHAM VILLAGE PLAYERS
Tall Tales for Children
In May 2023 we’ll be putting on a show with our young players in the cast (8 - 18 year
olds). Before then we’re running monthly workshops, which will be a combination of
creating the show (based around folk tales) and teaching some acting techniques.
We’d love to see our younger players there. They will run on the following dates
between 10am and 12 noon in the village hall:
22 May - 26 June - 10 July - 25 September - 23 October and 20 November
If you’d like any more information email shorehamvillageplayers@gmail.com
The Players Committee

SHOREHAM ALLOTMENTS ASSOCIATION
We are very pleased to be holding our Annual Plant Sale on the Allotments on Saturday
21st May starting at 10am.
Bedding Plants, Perennials, Veg Plants, Gardening ephemera and advice!
donations will also be welcome.

Plant

Come along and take a look at the Allotments too, some plots are currently available to
rent.
Jeremy Tooley

SHOREHAM & DISTRICT HISTORICAL SOCIETY
https://shorehamkenthistory.weebly.com
At our April meeting, Rod LeGear gave an enjoyable and very well illustrated talk on
Kent History From the Air. Rod flew light aircraft for twenty five years and showed us
a collection of his aerial photos of places including Knole, Hever, Canterbury, Dover
Castle and even Shoreham. There were also pictures highlighting ancient landscape
features, from Roman ditches and medieval hill forts to First World War practice
trenches
The next meeting on 20th May will be Watermills of the Darent by Lionel Parks, as
usual doors open 7.30 for socialising and the meeting commences at 8pm.
Lynda Alleeson
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MAT & REFORMER CLASSES
PRIVATE TUITION
SPORTS CONDITIONING
REHABILITATION

Mandy Cohen
Registered Osteopath and Massage Therapist

THE STUDIO
now at the Education Centre, Coolings Nurseries,
Rushmore Hill, Knockholt. TN14 7NN

Tel: 01959 562192 or 07799 534191
www.pilatesinsevenoaks.co.uk

Sue Wickes

Crown Enterprise
16 High Street
Seal
TN15 0AJ
Telephone: 07799066613

	
  

	
  

Rated Outstanding by OFSTED,
Shoreham Village Pre-school, offers
a happy, safe and stimulating
environment for your little one to
start their education.

Soft
Furnishings
and Alterations

Contact Michelle Philbrick
T: 01959 52 55 77
E: shoreham.preschool@yahoo.com
W: www.shoreham.kent.sch.uk

Tel : 01322 864967
Mobile : 07793 962295

chimney sweep

Working chimneys should be
swept at least once a year.
This will maintain your fire's
efficiency and more importantly
reduce the likelihood of a chimney
fire, which can result from a build
up of soot and creosote.

Reliable • Professional • Clean & tidy

Chimney Safety Certificate Issued

D av i d Fa i r m a n

Public Liability Insurance

Traditional methods
Open fires • Woodburners
Agas • Inglenooks

Member of Institute of Chimney Sweeps

Appointment times
convenient to you

call 07949 072949

Chim_A5.indd 1

1/6/09 21:48:26

SHOREHAM WOMEN’S INSTITUTE
Our next meeting will be on the 3rd May at 7.30pm at the Village Hall. This will be our
AGM where we elect our Committee and the President. On a yearly basis the Women's
Institute select a Resolution to be put before the National Federation. This will be
discussed at this meeting. Refreshments will be available
Our April Community Coffee morning was a huge success, welcoming back regulars and
new visitors. For May the coffee morning will be held on the 12th May between 10am
and 12noon at the Village Hall. Copious tea/coffee and delicious cakes available. We
look forward to seeing you there.
Sylvia Poynter

SHOREHAM WOMENS INSTITUTE GIFT OF A CLOCK TO
THE VILLAGE
On May 20th 2002 The W I gifted a very special clock to commemorate 50 years since
The Queen’s accession to the throne in February 1952. We don’t have to wind this clock
and it’s kept in time by the earth clock. Do look at it on the outside of the Hall next time
you pass. On 4th June the Parish Council arranged an evening walk to the Cross and lit
candles in jam jars around the cross and then back to the Recreation Ground for a BBQ.
What fun we all had.
From 1st to 3rd June 2002 there was a great Flower Festival in the Church organised by
the late Brenda Capon. Corgis and crowns all in flowers. Even a replica of the
Buckingham Palace balcony with garlands of flowers in the folds of a curtain.
Thanks to the Shoreham W I wonderful archive for this report
Ann Ball

QUEENS,

SUNNY

SPOTS

AND GREEN
WOODPECKERS

Our churchyard has become a refuge for the harmless yellow meadow ant, Lasius flavus,
because it lives in permanent pasture that has become a rare habitat. It creates large
mounds, often against gravestones, facing the sun. Each of these mounds is started by
a queen ant who lands in a warm sunny spot and starts a new colony. She lays eggs which
hatch into worker ants who then go out to forage for food and make the nest. This is done
by excavating in the ground and carrying innumerable particles of soil above ground
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level to build a series of chambers. As the number of workers increase so does the size
of the mound. The little passages they make and travel through are above and below
ground. In the winter the whole colony retreats underground.
Mounds can be up to 100 years old and form a mini-habitat of their own. The ants need
the warmth of the sun and so they trim back the grass growing on the surface and this
encourages plants like lady’s bedstraw and wild thyme. Green woodpeckers visit the
nests and use their extraordinarily long sticky tongue to feast on the ants. When you visit
Shoreham churchyard look out for these mounds and on a sunny day you will see the
ants busy at work. Andrea Gilpin andrea@cfga.org.uk www.caringforgodsacre.org.uk

OVER 60’S
Wednesday 11th May in the village hall at 2.15pm Amanda Hopkins. Art.
Wednesday 25th May. Lunch at The Bricklayer’s Arms, Chipstead at 12.30pm.

DARENT VALLEY FARMER CLUSTER
Several neighbouring farmers who grow crops and raise livestock along the Darent
Valley have collaborated to form a ‘farming cluster’ with an objective to jointly deliver
environmental improvements. Currently the cluster has 14 members managing 2500
hectares (6,200 acres) within the middle Darent river catchment, stretching from
Chevening to Horton Kirby.
Most of us already manage established environmental stewardship schemes that provide
habitats to benefit wildlife on our individual farms. However, by working together we
have an opportunity to deliver more coordinated enhancements, which might include
flood protection, wildlife habitat creation, carbon capture or greater biodiversity.
In conjunction with Kent Wildlife Trust, we now employ Marc Couch as our cluster
officer to advise and steer activities. He has facilitated a baseline land use survey of
agricultural cropping, woodland cover and habitat biodiversity, assessing every field on
every farm.
Next, we will be conducting species surveys around the valley, to help select further
environmental measures that we can integrate alongside our primary activity of growing
food. In the months ahead Marc will be organising bird, pollinator and hedgerow species
surveys, led by professionals and assisted by volunteers.
If you would like to participate as a volunteer in these local surveys, then please visit our
Darent Valley Farmer Cluster page on the Kent Wildlife Trust website,
https://www.kentwildlifetrust.org.uk/volunteering-opportunities/darent-valley-farmercluster-volunteer or email volunteering@kentwildlife.org.uk.
William Alexander on behalf of DVFC
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JOB VACANCY
CLERK TO THE TRUSTEES OF SHOREHAM ALMSHOUSES
TRUST
The Almshouses in Filston Lane are among the oldest buildings in Shoreham and are an
important part of the village’s history. They are Grade 2 listed and date back to the 16th
century. Two dwellings exist to provide homes for resident beneficiaries, who are single
people who have a connection with the parish.
We have a great group of friendly and dedicated volunteer Trustees, who bring a range
of skills and experience to manage the Trust. They have a legal responsibility to manage
and maintain the property, so that it can continue to provide safe and secure homes for
residents for many more years to come.
The Trustees wish to appoint a paid Clerk to work alongside them. Full training,
development and support will be provided.
This is a small charity looking after just two almshouses, so whilst there is a wide range
of activities within the role, the level of work expected would be proportionate with this.
Candidates will need to be able to work flexibly for approximately 5 hours each week,
including attendance at quarterly evening meetings. It is likely that the actual hours
required will vary across the year.
Starting salary: £12.45 per hour
The closing date for applications is May 31, 2022. Interviews will be in June 2022
If you would like to know more about the role and the application process, please contact
the Chair, Sue Craighill via email on susanm.craighill@icloud.com or Sarah Moon, the
current clerk on shorehamalmshouses@outlook.com

TALES FROM THE HILL
Nothing much was said, I just drifted into the family linen supply business, it was the
easy option, but on reflection it wasn’t, and it lasted forty five years. My father
conveniently timed his second heart attack with my first day in the business, his only
instruction to me was. “Go and see Mr Juniper he will tell you what’s what.” Mr Juniper
was the previous owner of the business that my father had bought to eliminate the
competition, and without ever having visited the premises. So at the age of twenty I found
myself ‘sort of’ in charge of a hundred odd staff all of whom had multiple work related
grievances.
The machinery was clapped out, the conditions were terrible and Mr Juniper hated me
for being my father’s son. It was not long before the staff discovered my ignorance.
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Some of the kinder women
employees attempted to mother me while most sat back
waiting for my next faux pas. The engineers would exploit my vulnerability by, for
instance, asking me to go to our engineering suppliers and buy a dozen sky hooks and or
a bucket of steam, a cruel trick played upon apprentices at that time.
Communication was not my dad’s strong point. If the family were together on a train he
would often alight at a station without a word, returning to our carriage several stations
later, with a paper under his arm. Us kids always fell for it! Rather than tell my brother
and I what jobs he wanted doing he would pin two lists on the kitchen door headed John
& Mark. There were never less than ten jobs each. My brother got into trouble one day
when he added an extra item to his list; “Dig hole in west side of garden, dig hole in east
side of garden. Transfer dirt from hole in west side into the hole in east side of garden
and vice versa. It was a protest about the endlessness of jobs he gave us.
My mother once told me how dad failed to come home one night, being war time mum
feared the worst. dad appeared the next day explaining how he had spent the night on a
bench in The War Office, having bribed a porter with 4 packets of Players, to ensure he
was first in the queue to see the procurement officer in the morning, it paid off for he got
the contract he was after.
John Bovington
From the Editor For new comers to The Gazette: John has been writing articles from
his home up in the Hill to the east of Shoreham for many years and is extremely popular
with our readers

HENRY DESMOND ORCHESTRA & THE ROYAL BRITISH LEGION
SAVE THE DATE!!
7th and 8th OCTOBER 2022
The Henry Desmond Orchestra are back in Shoreham, this time celebrating the 100 th
Anniversary of the Kent County Royal British Legion, the orchestra are excited to be
joined by friends from The Central Band of The Royal British Legion for two nights of
amazing music.
Tickets will be on sale from Shoreham Village Store and Online soon. Watch this space
for more information or contact admin@henrydesmondorchestra.co.uk
Henry Desmond

SHOREHAM GAZETTE DONATION
We gratefully acknowledge a donation from Elaine Matthews
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SHOREHAM VILLAGE DIARY FOR MAY 2022
Tuesday 3

Shoreham Women’s Institute

Village Hall

Wednesday 4

Parish Council Meeting

Village Hall

Sunday 8

The one and only Shoreham Duck Race

1.30pm

Wednesday 11

Over 60s

Village Hall

2.15pm

Thursday 12

Shoreham Community Coffee

Village Hall

10am - 12 noon

Saturday 14

SONNET WIND ORCHESTRA Church

from 6.30pm

Sunday 15

Royal British Legion Cake Sale

11am to 3pm

Saturday 21

Allotments Plant Sale

from 10am

Friday 20

Shoreham Historical Society

Village Hall

7.30pm

Sunday 22

Players children’s workshop

Village Hall

10am– 12 noon

Wednesday 25

Over 60s

Village Hall

2.15pm

JUNE EVENT
SUNDAY 5TH JUNE

7.30pm

Platinum Jubilee service in church
Big Picnic on the Recreation
SHOREHAM GAZETTE INFORMATION

10am
12 to 6pm-

Editor

Ann Ball BEM Oxbourne View TN14 7TP

01959 522307

Distribution

Ken Fowler 79 High Street

01959 522365

Advertising

Julie Carder julieshoreham@gmail.com

Postal Gazettes

Pauline Clark

TN14 7TB

07415 209432

paulineshoreham@gmail.com

Helping hard working,
health conscious people
to solve their frustrating
painful problems, regain
mobility and get back to
their active lives.
Discovery session available
Find out how we can help
no risk and no obligation

- call or visit website for details

at the Quadrangle, Shoreham

www.itosteopathy.co.uk
07738 017206
@itosteo

Back & Joint Pain ~ Muscular Aches & Pains ~ Injury Recovery & Prevention

SHOREHAM
ALLOTMENTS
ASSOCIATION
Grow your own!
Annual rents
• Full plot £25
• Half plot £15
Membership Secretary
Malcolm Folland
01959524893

Shoreham Village Hall
SHOREHAM VILLAGE PLAYERS
Are you interested in acting, singing,
directing, lighting & sound, stage
design & construction, costumes…
having a lot of fun and making
friends for life?
THEN COME AND JOIN US!
Email:
shorehamvillageplayers@gmail.com
Or call Janet Heuston on:
01959 523 979

Weddings . Parties .
Lectures . Societies .
Functions . Meetings.
Free WiFi

To check availability:
https://shorehamvillagehall.co.uk/hal
lbooking/
Bookings by email only:
bookings@shorehamvillagehall.co.uk

Shoreham Pavilion Available for Hire
A fully accessible, beautiful, wooden building
with central reception space, kitchen and
changing rooms set overlooking the school
playing fields and Spellers’ Wood.

The facility is ideal for evening or weekend
events, adult or children’s learning or music
groups, and as a meeting room for social
groups. The Changing Rooms are available
to hire separately in conjunction with use of
the field.

For all enquiries, please contact the
School Office on 01959 522228.

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Company formations
Company accounts
Corporation tax
Company secretarial
Dividends
Share agreements
Business plans

Yes Accounting Limited
John.cotter@yesaccounting.co.uk
t. 01732 760854 / 01732 760608

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Self-assessment
VAT - Cash - FRS
PAYE - RTI
Book keeping
Tax planning
Management accounts
Specialist advice

Certified Xero Partners
Beautiful online accounting software

Friendly, professional and efficient service. Call for a free consultation

Darent Hulme Barn
BED & BREAKFAST
Self-contained
detached
barn, offering
comfortable and
quietly stylish
accommodation

Contact Sophie Marsh on
01959 525656/07752 164452
sophie@darenthulme.co.uk
darenthulme.co.uk
Darent Hulme, Shacklands Rd.
Shoreham, Kent TN14 7TU

For friendly advice on all your
TV Aerial / Satellite requirements

Please Call:
01732 590246
01959 525884
07950 852021
email: sevenoaksaerials@btinternet.com

