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All Seasons

CJardening

Hedge Cutting © Tree Work
Ground & Garden Clearance
Regular One-off Tidy-ups

All Jobs Considered

Green Waste
Licence Holder

01732
463669

GUTTERS CLEARED & REPAIRED
Conservatories, Fascias, Soffits
cleaned & rejuvenated!
Affordable rates — fully insured
For a quote contact Jeremy Steer
01959 525347 or 07831 214815
e: jeremysteer2@gmail.com

Shoreham Emergency Plan

All major emergencies are dealt with by the emergency services. However, there may be
times such as power cuts, snow and ice, flooding or storms where the emergency services
are not required. These conditions can make life challenging for more vulnerable people

with young children.

If you'd like to be on the list either permanently or temporarily, or you know someone who
would, then please contact Sarah Moon, the Parish Clerk on 0791 2611048 or via email at
clerk2012 @shorehamparishcouncil.gov.uk . If you are giving the details of another person

please ensure you have their permission and agreement.
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CHRISTMAS IS CANCELLED ASIF.

Christmas this year is going to be very different. That’s certain. But cancelled, as I have
heard a number of interviewers ask, definitely not. The gift of the Christ child is always
given.

The Church of England has called their Christmas campaign this year, Comfort and Joy.
Comfort for those who are weary and anxious about what this year has brought us.
Comfort for those who mourn and are fearful about the future. But also, Joy. Joy and
thankfulness because of all those who have helped, cared and showed kindness to others,
in so many varied ways this year. Joy at the beauty of the changing seasons, the love,
laughter and creativity that has emerged during this time of pandemic. Joy that is based
in knowing that Emmanuel, God is with us. With us, not only as we remember the birth
of the Christ child at Christmas, but that God is with us, ‘through all the changing scenes
of life, in trouble and in joy’, as the hymn writer says. And Joy in knowing that there is
nothing, absolutely nothing that can separate us from God’s love.

This year we are going to be delivering a little booklet and a Christmas card from the
church to everyone in the village. The booklet uses familiar carols and takes you on a
journey through the Christmas season.

Here are some of the things going on at St Peter and St Paul in December; things that
you can join in with by taking some action! Everyone welcome. Let’s make some
different but special memories of Christmas 2020. Diane Rees

Revd Diane

The Revd Dr Diane E. Rees

The Vicarage, Station Road, Shorecham TN14 7SA
revdrdi@outlook.com 01959 522363

CHRISTMAS SERVICES AND EVENTS

CIRCLE OF LIGHT CHRISTINGLE
Thursday 24th December at 4pm in the Churchyard

Action: Make a Christingle (and don’t eat the sweets!)

1) Take an orange - this represents the whole world.

2) Put red tape around the widest bit of the orange (there is some in the church porch)
- this represents God’s love going round the earth.



Valley View Joinery Limited
Cabinet Makers

Bespoke & purpose made joinery. Manufactures of replacement wooden sash
windows, box frames, double glazed wooden windows, doors & driveway gates.

We also specialize in period mouldings, skirting & architraves to match
existing designs or tailor made to your specifications.

Lower Austin Lodge Farm Upper Austin Lodge Road, Eynsford, Dartford, Kent DA4 OHT
WORKS TEL: 01322 863243 « MOBILE: 07598 863040

Email: valleyviewjoinery@gmail.com ¢ www.valleyviewjoineryltd.co.uk

Shoreham Villa
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A True Mini-Supermarket

Free Deltvery
Post Office Tues & Thurs 9 - 3:30pm

Thusyantfian Nadarajati - 35 High St 01959 522 018




3) Put some sweets or raisins on 4 cocktail sticks and push the ends into the orange in
4 different places - these represent all the amazing gifts that God has given.

4) Carefully cut a hole in the top or bottom of the orange for the candle (you could
leave the candle until Christmas Eve, when we will have plenty of spares, or pick
one up in the porch) - the lit candle represents Jesus being the Light of the World.

Action: Bring it along to the churchyard at 4pm on Christmas Eve. We are going to
make a circle of light around the church, light our Christingle candles, think about the
meaning of the Christingle, sing a couple of carols, say a prayer and then spread our light
through the village on the way home — but maybe not straight away — Please bring a cup
too and if possible, we will serve you some mulled wine or berry cordial to help you on
your way.

MIDNIGHT MASS - Christmas Eve - 11.30pm in church
CHRISTMAS DAY - 10am in church
If you want to attend one of the services in church at 8.45am on a Sunday, Midnight

Mass or Christmas Day, please let Bryan (one of our ministry team) know by email:
the harrises@btinternet.com or via phone: 07733228408

OTHER SERVICES in December

Sunday at 8.45am - service of Holy Communion in church.

Sunday at 10am - Zoom service.

If you want to be added to Revd Diane’s Zoom list, please email her at:
revdrdi@outlook.com. If you just want to be included for the Carol Service or
Christmas services, please indicate this in your email.

NATIVITY STORY STONES 1st December 2020 until 6th January 2021

We are going to create a Nativity scene in the church porch using
pebbles, which we can build up together. We’re going to start with
a stable and then simple line drawings of Mary, Joseph and Jesus,
each on a different pebble.

Action: Either get a pebble from outside or come and pick up a
blank one from the church porch then draw something on the
pebble that you want to bring to the stable - a sheep, a cow, a donkey, a shepherd, a wise
man, another star, a present or indeed any other animal or person you want to bring to
the stable - we have had a lobster in the church nativity before now!
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w Visit Castle Farm for local farm foods, fresh eggs, ice cream, ‘%&
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H PC Maintenance
. Peter Wilson y

and Support

Decorat—]ng Tom Housden
: Computer Engineer
| provide help with your computer, from

diagnosing and troubleshooting faults, to
giving one-to-one tuition. | give a full
computer check-up

These are some of the
services | offer:-

- Backup

All Types of Internal and External °  Bensondiere
Decoration . Software

Installation
- Diagnosis

For more information please
email: enquiries@peterwilsondecorating.com cantactme

or call: 01622 872579 01959 522361 / 07845 139848
tom_housden2kB@yahoo.co.uk
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Gulliver
' Timber Treatments Ltd.
Woooworm, DRY RoT anp RisinGg DaMp SPECIALISTS
Incorporating Surrey Timber Preservation Company

Specialists in the investigation and treatment of:
Woodworm e Dry Rot e Rising Dampness
Structural Waterproofing

Gulliver Timber Treatments have spent over 40 years
providing first-rate services to our clients.

For a survey contact us on:

Tel: 01959 524966 Email: enquiries@gullivertt.co.uk

Web: www.gullivertt.co.uk

Members of:

Property Care Association (BWPDA) Guarantee Protection Insurance Ltd

Newton Specialist Basement Contractor




YEW TREE DECORATIONS and PRAYERS
1st December 2020 until 6th January 2021

Action: Make or draw a decoration to hang on the two yew trees by the church porch.
There will be a box with decoration templates if you don’t want to make your own.

Action: Write a prayer on the back of a star, hang it on the yew trees, or pin it to the
Prayer Board in the porch.

TOP TEN CAROL SERVICE with readings Wednesday 23rd December on Zoom at
6pm This is a sing along Carol Service based around the top ten carols, as chosen
by people in the village.

Action: Write the name of your favourite Carol and post it in one of the Christmas Carol
postboxes in the Village from 1st December to 14th December - one in the church porch
and one outside Shoreham Village School..

Action: Draw a picture of your favourite carol and send Diane a photo of'it, or put it in a
post box and we will use the pictures in the Carol Service

DAILY HOPE
0800 804 8044 is a free phone line of hymns, reflections and prayers.

THE CHRISTMAS BLESSING

May the joy of the angels, The gladness of the shepherds, The worship of the wisemen
And the peace of the Christ child be yours this Christmas. And the blessing of God The
Father and the Son And the Holy Spirit be with you and remain with you always.

WHAT CHRISTMAS MEANS TO ME

Christmas has always been my favourite time of year, in fact I was so excited for it that
I was born early, from being due on New Years’ eve to arriving on the 23rd just so I
could experience my first Christmas. My poor family had to drive all the way up from
Shoreham and they even had to transport the turkey. Since that abrupt Christmas in
London, we spend almost every Christmas in Shoreham, and I suppose Christmas in
Shoreham cannot be beat. I still spend much of my time in London, being a student in
Waterloo, and so I often see the fantastical displays of light and ginormous Christmas
Tree that sits proudly in Trafalgar Square. Though they draw in flocks of tourists every
year, they seem impersonal, incomparable to the twinkling jewels that are the Crown
Road Christmas lights. Often when I drive along the other side of the Valley during the
year, I glance across and see Crown Road waiting to be adorned by the rainbow rows of
lights that bring joy to so many. Christingle is also a familiar haunt of mine, the
excitement as a child of receiving the orange and the sweets — although as a child I'm
almost positive the sweets meant more to me than the symbolism. Now, Midnight Mass



J. Langstaft Ltd
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Sevenoaks

Electrician

- Additional Sockets
&Lighting Points

- Garden Power &
Lighting

- System Upgrades

- Fault Finding

-CCTV

- PAT Testing

- Design and
Installation

- Fuse Board
Upgrades

- Security Lighting

= Full or Part Rewires

- New Builds and
Extensions

Professional - Reliable - Courteous - Insured
All Work Completed to BS7671
Contact Jason:

T:01959 525 136
M: 07817733 257
E: jmllimited@aol.com

Gulliver’s Travels

Otford based Private Hire Taxi
for pre-booked trips:

Airports (we meet you in the Terminal)

Hospital visits (waitand return)

L]
o
e  Cruise Terminals (luggage no problem)
e London

[ ]

Days Out (golf, seaside etc)

Ring Simon for a quote 07956 808747
Email taxi@otford.net

/e\ HealthTribe

NYA For Balanced Living

Exclusive well-being studio
at the Quadrangle, Shoreham

Health & Lifestyle Coaching -
Personal Training - Osteopathy
- Kinesiology - Classes
Call 07879630249
www.healthtribe.co.uk

Albert AKin
Neeoramme specils]
Interior & Exterior

Wallpaper specialist
35years experience

All work guaranteed & fully insured
01959 534190 or 07802 412601
Email: albert.akint@gmail.com




is a staple of my Christmas, shaking the hands of others and wishing them a ‘Merry
Christmas’ at just past midnight, feeling both a bubble of excitement and a yawn of
exhaustion. Christmas means so much to so many of us, but I was intrigued what other
generations of Shoreham had experienced:

‘I’ve spent almost every Christmas of my life in Shoreham, and everything from
Midnight Mass in the church to ancient 1930s decorations on the Christmas tree connect
the place and the festive season together in my mind. Once, when I was quite small, I
opened the curtains on Christmas morning to see a thick fall of snow starting to cover
the garden and the hills beyond. I don’t think I’ve ever seen the same thing since, but at
the time I just took it for granted as something that happens every year -- it was
Christmas, after all.’ James Saynor

‘A memorable part of Christmas for a lot of Village Families has been a visit to see Father
Christmas on Christmas Eve. This became a tradition in the Village during the 50’s and
continued to last until 1999. Every child would receive a present from Father Christmas
and then go on to the Church for the Christingle Service’ Erica Dale

‘Danny used to organise carol singing all around the village, and for a few years we had
the accompaniment on the tuba of Danny’s friend Dave Powell, a member of the famous
Loose Tubes jazz band’ — Kate Britten

‘A few years ago, Kirsty brought me to Shoreham; being from Macau we have a very
different Christmas. I remember we went on the carol tour around the village, and there
was a highly enthusiastic man who seemed to embody the spirit of Christmas [I’m under
the impression she’s talking about Danny], we went to Crown Road and after a loud
countdown, with children’s voices rising above the swell of excitement, the dark street
burst into light. It seemed to me a kaleidoscope of colour, and I’'m not sure I’ve ever felt
more at home then when random people came up excitedly wishing us a happy Christmas
and asking me what I was doing for Christmas...Nothing will beat that night, with the
cold air, wrapped in a Christmas jumper.’— Nicole Sitou

So, during this time of festivities, I wonder what the next generation of Shoreham will
remember as defining a Shoreham Christmas?

Feliz Navidad, EEFTIREE, Joyeux Noél, g2 a2 g2, Frohe Weihnachten, Buon
Natale, Prettige Kerstdagen, Feliz Natal, * ') — % 1) X ¥ X, Cuactiusoro PoxecTsa,
and a truly Merry Christmas. Kirsty Freeman

FRANK HINKS

At the Annual Church Meeting in October Frank stood down as churchwarden after
serving two long terms of office leaving a lasting legacy of the new extension which he
has steered through over the past twenty years: - organizing the drawing up of successive
plans, obtaining planning permissions, dealing with the actual building and overcoming
various problems, sometimes from the other side of the world.
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Geoff@aviartnhutkins.com

01959 524416

«;» HELENBREEZE | ..ot

We are an independent residential lettings
and management agent and have been
assisting landlords for 25 years in Eynsford,
Shoreham, Farningham and

surrounding villages.
arlal propertymark
PROTECTED

If you would like more information or 12 London Road, Sevenoaks, TN13 1AJ
to arrange a free consultation please 01732 740789
contact our lettings team. www.helenbreeze.co.uk

Shoreham Village School

You will be warmly welcomed at Shoreham Village School.
Please contact us on:

01959 522228 or office(@shoreham.kent.sch.uk

I

Join Shoreham Village School today to experience Shoreham Village School is a ‘Good’ School
our: “Pupils are fully engaged in their learning. ...they
e happy, caring, small and inclusive environment | behave well in lessons and around school

e superb team of dedicated and nurturing staff
“Pupils achieve well academically and make a
positive contribution in their future lives.”

Ofsted, April 2019

e wonderful facilities including iPads, extensive
grounds and an allotment

e range of before and after-school clubs
L

For more information, visit: www.shorehamvillageschool.net




He led major fund-raising events including the successful Sculpture trail and black-tie
dinner. On 28" October the final certificate was issued by the architect for the extension
and the ongoing care of the building has been handed over to the church fabric
committee. Frank continues to serve on the PCC. Thank you, Frank, for all you have
done for the Church and the parish in bringing about the building of the Church Room.
Ann Ball  Deputy Churchwarden.

RISK OF FLOODING

Whilst I have no wish to further burden you all, I think we all feel that being prepared is
much more comfortable than being unsure what to do. To that end, and inspired by a
refresher Flood Warden online session, it seemed a good idea to send out some
reminders.

Do you live within the 1/100-year risk of flooding zone?

The Parish Council sent out letters a couple of years ago to all residents whose dwellings
were in this area. Houses change hands and you may be unsure. I am able to check that
for you if you wish.

If you do, have you signed up to receive Alerts and Warnings from the Environment
Agency?

If you do, have you made a personal flood plan? This is basically a check list of things
you need to do or have to hand should you have to evacuate your house. (Turn off
electricity, water and heating fuels, have insurance documents and medication needs at
the ready, set up flood barriers, pan seals for ground floor toilets etc.). A template will
be available on the parish council website, but I can always provide a paper copy.
Again, some two years ago we had an event in the village hall for residents to see the
protective devices that they could install in their homes. The company that provided this
kindly left me samples to show you.

https://www.riverlevels.uk: levels of the Darent at Otford is a useful site to watch. The
highest recorded level in 2014 did result in a very few properties in Shoreham
experiencing flooding.

If you wish to discuss any of these matters and the support you can expect, please make
contact with me via the Parish Clerk.

What we can all do:

Keeping the rivers running freely is really important and as we are all tending to walk
about our lovely village more, we can keep our eyes open. Any debris in the river must
be reported to the Environment Agency and of course it is an offence to put anything in
the river, including vegetation. SDC have kept to the schedule of cleaning gullies but of
course this cannot be done beneath or close to parked cars; it’s a problem here because
many residents don’t have off road parking. Being a good citizen and cleaning those
gullies that could not be reached would be most helpful: either personally or by asking
for help. Walkers may notice blocked drains and again these should be reported to Kent
Highways wusing their ‘Report a Fault’ tool, which can be found at
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(j NEWLANDS JOINERY

the finest handcrafted joinery

Windows, Doors & Gates, Conservatories
Interiors, Commercial, Survey & Design

Newlands joinery are suppliers of the finest
joinery and bespoke joinery within

the Kent area. We pride ourselves on our

craftmanship, expertise, knowledge and
customer satisfaction. All of which are among

some of the most important things to us.

To find out more head over to our website

or give us a call.

01959 522981

info@newlandsjoinery.com

www.newlandsjoinery.com

Kent Barn, Filston Farm, Filston Lane
Shoreham Kent TN14 5JU
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https://www.kent.gov.uk/roads-and-travel/report-a-problem. 1 am certainly able to
report matters if you are unsure or unable to do so personally.

Finally, I should like to take the opportunity to thank Lindsey and Duncan MacRae for
their huge efforts in clearing the channels that have enabled Manor Drain to function
more efficiently (in co-operation with Michael and Sally at Meadow Cottage as well as
Nigel Britten and the North Kent Countryside Partnership). In addition, Lindsey and
Duncan have learned how to manage the sluice, thus protecting the bridge

Lesley Spence

DECEMBER NEWS FROM THE VILLAGE SCHOOL

November has brought some lovely community events for our school. We received a
‘thank you’ from Councillor Christabel Flight for our engagement with the Silver Sunday
project — an initiative where pupils wrote cards to senior members of the Sevenoaks
community which were distributed on Silver Sunday along with a care package and
online exercise classes.

Pupils have also spent time this week preparing written Christmas messages to the
Shoreham Over-60’s Club; we usually visit them during their Christmas lunch to sing
for them but as this event will not take place this year, we hope to engage with them in a
different way to show them we are still thinking about them and sending them Christmas

Joy.

We have been pleased to receive a special personalised video message from local MP,
Laura Trott, to kick off our UK Parliament Week activities. Cameron Class had the
opportunity to discuss issues that they felt passionately about and they then created
campaign videos to persuade others in the school to support their causes. These
campaigns included: free pet health care, traffic lights on Filston Lane, pet licences for
pet owners, a reduction in deforestation in the Amazon rainforests, a reduction in the
speed limit in built up areas to 20 mph between 10pm and 6am, and a reduction in air
pollution. All pupil watched the videos and voted for a campaign and the winners were:
Animal Respect Party who want animal owners to earn licences and be accountable for
the way they treat their pets.

If you are clearing out your cupboards to make way for any anticipated Christmas gifts,
please consider donating any complete board games or jigsaws to the school for use in
Nurture Club or in classes for rainy playtimes. These can be handed in at the school
office who will quarantine the items before distributing them amongst the classes.

For every Christmas tree bought from Stonepitts Farm, Seal they will donate £2 to our
school, as well as provide you with a beautiful tree. If you would like details and
directions go to www.stonepitts.com or call 01732 762983 — or from your mobile 07977
487277. Please make sure you take a copy of our school newsletter with you or show
them an electronic copy on your phone which can be found at
www.shorehamvillageschool.net in the news and events section.  Stonepitts support
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Holiday Cottage - Yorkshire Dales
Tdyllic location in Wensleydale
3 bedrooms - sleeps 6/7. Enclosed garden
Off-road parking
Dogs welcome
Contact Steve Birkin

birkins78(@gmail.com
www.overdalecottage.co.uk

Sarah Willsey werse maese
Foot Health Professional

Mobile Foot Health Professional service in the comfort of
your own home

TREATMENTS
+ Corms & calluses
+ Hard skin
+ Verrucas
+ Ingrown toe nails
+ Thickened fungal nails
+ Cracked heels
+ Toe nail cutting and care
+ Diabetic and High Risk Foot Care and Advice

Clinic: 01622 438550

Mobile: 07500 041535

Email: sarah@yourhealthyfeet.co.uk
Web: www.yourhealthyfeet.co.uk

{

-

PRICES
£40 first appointment
£37 follow up

£35 over 65 first appointment
£32 over 65 follow up

Need help with
I.T. issues ?

contact

Andrew
Prosphero - IT Support

For professional and
friendly advice and support
for home and business use

t. 01732 742454
m. 07957 648461
andrew@prosphero.co.uk

M

THE
MOUNT VINEYARD

Award winning, sParHing and

still wines grown loca”5 in Shoreham

01959 524008

www‘themountvinegarc{.co.uk

KEITH SKINNER

PROPERTY MAINTENANCE
FREE ESTIMATES * NO CALL OUT CHARGE

07527 490 669
< keith203@btinternet.com

City&s

Gullds v iy 1\ 4 90 7 o




local charities and this year they will be supporting The Stag Theatre. They also donate
a beautiful tree to the school which the children decorate.

We wish everyone in the village a peaceful and healthy, merry Christmas
Gillian Lovatt-Young, Headteacher

SMUGGLERS IN SHOREHAM?!

At Shoreham School Cameron Class have been studying the history of smuggling in
Shoreham. So, over half term, with the expert help of John Bovington, Sarah Parkes and
his grandmother Ann Ball, Mac went on an expedition to the old Pig and Whistle in the
hills above our village.

Here he discovered the dark history of smuggling in Shoreham. He used this adventure
and Shoreham a History, Smugglers in Kent & Sussex and some stories John told us to
inspire this fictional story of those treacherous times. We thought you might enjoy it...

Elie Williams
THE PIG AND WHISTLE

Tap, tap, tap Elsie curled herself up tightly under her thin sheets; she shivered and pulled
them closer around her. A drop of rain landed on her from the old decaying roof. She
could hear her father’s snores and wished that she could sleep too, but she couldn’t, she
was too cold and too hungry.

Earlier that night she’d heard the squeak of a rat and saw him running away with the
apple that was all she had for lunch the next day. “Hey!” she cried and chased him, but
she stopped in her tracks when she heard voices. It sounded like two men and she could
just make out what they were saying.

“What should we do with him?” said one. “We can’t leave him here; it would look
suspicious.” said the other. “Let’s bring him to Captain Tom, he’ll know what to do.”
With that they dragged something outside.

Wiping away the frost that sparkled in the moonlight on her window, Elsie watched with
bated breath as the smugglers threw a body across their horse and rode away from the
old pub: The Pig and Whistle that was her home and her father’s livelihood. As she
watched she realised she recognized the man on the back of the sturdy pony, it was John
Baltern, the local exciseman.

Even though he had scolded her many times, she felt a bit sorry for him. It hadn’t been
wise for him to burst in on the smugglers revels after a hard day lugging their ill-gotten
gains from Folkestone. They’d set upon him with clubs until he was unconscious and
now, they were leading him away through the secret weaving path of brambles to his
doom. Mac Williams
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SEVENOAKS
AERIALS

For friendly advice on all your
TV Aerial / Satellite requirements

Please Call: Chegkalrade
01732 500246
B 01950 525884 .
07950 852021

email: sevenoaksaerials@btinternet.com

Sue Wickes

Soft
Furnishings
and Alterations

Tel : 01322 864967
Mobile : 07793 962295

DAVID FAIRMAN

CHIMNEY SWEEP
Reliable * Professional * Clean & tidy
Traditional methods
Open fires'®s Woodburners

Agas * Inglenooks

Appointment times
convenient to you

call 07949 072949
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Mandy Cohen

Registered Osteopath and Massage Therapist

Crown Enterprise

16 High Street

Seal

TN15 0AT

Telephone: 07799066613
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ohorcham Village

Ak

Pre-School

Rated Outstanding by OFSTED,
Shoreham Village Pre-school, offers
a happy, safe and stimulating
environment for your little one to
start their education.

Contact Michelle Philbrick

T:01959 525577

E: shoreham.preschool@yahoo.com
W: www.shoreham kent.sch.uk

PHONE SOCKETS

New phone & broadband sockets | extensions,
| improved broadband speed plates.
Faultfinding repairs,Cat 5 wiring,

Re-root tidying of cables,

07845-705900

25yrs BT -Insured —C.R.B cert




Generations of children in Shoreham have enjoyed the very special experience of Santa
making an annual visit to the village at 5.15 on Christmas Eve. We have always been
grateful to him that he has found time from his busy schedule to fly in for a special half
hour for us. This magical tradition began in the late 50s when Jill and Tom Morgan at
Record in Church St managed to secure an open ended contract with Santa to visit the
village with an early small gift for Shoreham children. The Morgans thought that a little
get together for Shorcham families before the crib service (later the Christingle service)
at 6pm, with Santa as star guest could be enjoyed by all ages.

The Morgans hospitality was legendary and every year a few parents didn’t quite make
it to church such was the lure of Tom’s mulled wine! For the children, the experience
was, and remains, magical. Santa arrives about 5.15 and, surrounded by star struck faces,
he draws gifts from his sack, each one clearly marked with a child waiting in the room.
The secret formula for this, involving secreting bags from the parents as they arrive,
which are then taken to the back of the house by kind volunteers, has never failed.

The tradition continued in 2002 when Jon and Maria Beard became the new occupants
of Record. When they moved overseas a few years later, The Shoreham Society secured
avenue at 2 Shoreham House. Santa managed the change of address with ease and happy
children continued to enjoy his visits.

Shoreham Society members provided Santa with support as numbers of families
attending had reached new heights. Elves manage the challenging task of collecting the
necessary contributions for the sack and providing refreshments. Songs and carols are
sung whilst we wait for the sound of Santa’s bell. Recently, the George has been the
venue and whilst this was a technical challenge due to the huge numbers attending, the
essential magic of this tradition continues. Many of us have now seen three generations
enjoy this special Shoreham Santa visit on Christmas Eve at 5.15.

2020 will be the first time Santa has not been able to make his traditional visit but he has
been in negotiation with the Shoreham Society and many kind residents so there is every
chance that Shoreham children will get at least one opportunity to see him for a socially
distanced chat this year. Sheila Birkin

JEAN LOTHIAN

Jean was born in Portsmouth in 1925 and died age 94 on 1* July. After school she joined
the WRNS, working in codes and ciphers in the final years of the war. She very much
enjoyed her time in the Navy, particularly her voyages to and from Australia. She met a
young Surgeon Lieutenant in Chatham, Bill Lothian and they married in 1949. After a
few months in Dundee, they moved to Shoreham. And so, began the Lothians’ long
association with the village. First living at t Record in Church Street before moving to
Winslade Cottage and finally moving to Orchard House in 1966.
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Although Bill was an extremely dedicated family doctor, he always wanted to be
involved in village activities. For many years he was Chairman of Shoreham
Horticultural & Cottage Gardeners’ Society & he was the first Chairman of the Shoreham
& District Historical Society and a Church Warden. Not to be outdone, besides bringing
up three children, Andy, Sarah and Alex, Jean too played a full part in village life. She
was on the Parish Council, which she chaired for many years and she also chaired the
Governors of Shoreham Village School. Like Bill, she regularly attended the village
church where her skills as a flower-arranger were often on display. She was a great
supporter of local shops and hardly ever set foot in a supermarket.

They made many true friends in the village, with many of whom the family are still in
touch. But at the heart of her life, however, were her family and her dogs whom she
adored so much. She loved following the lives of her 8 grandchildren and her 2 great
grandchildren. She is missed enormously by everybody. Without doubt the happiest
years of her life were the 50 she and Bill spent together in their beloved Shoreham.
Sarah White

BEANS AND BONFIRES

In the late 1930s my father started growing runner beans on a field scale. The field he
used was Crown Meadow, the five-acre field at the top of Crown Road. Runner beans
can be grown for many years on the same piece of land. The land was first given a good
dressing of farmyard manure and waste products bought from a merchant in Otford.
Things like shoddy (wool waste) and fish heads or tannery waste were very good for the
soil. Once the field was cultivated ready for the beans it was marked out with rows about
61t apart which were wide enough for the small tractor to cultivate the beans. Poles 7ft6
tall were driven in 7ft apart and then three horizontal rows of coir yarn (hop string) were
fixed to the poles and then vertical strings were fixed about 9” apart: one for each bean
plant. When all danger of frost was passed (and later than the local gardeners) the beans
were planted by the local ladies with a dibber; one lady worked each acre with help from
the other farm staff.

The beans were picked by the ladies and packed into bushel (40 Ibs) boxes by Harry, an
80-year-old worker, who lived in Crown Road. They were taken to Borough wholesale
market very early the next morning to be sold to the retail shops that day. There were of
course no domestic freezers in those days and not many imports but as time went on the
freezers and imports increased and the fresh bean trade died.

When the frosts came, usually in the last week of October, the bean haulm was cut down
and soon dried. We teenagers made heaps of these for bonfire night. One year they
were still picking a few beans late into the month and much to our disappointment we
had nothing to burn for bonfire night. The bonfire was the central focus of 5" November
for several years because, of course, there were very few fireworks available as they were
not made during the war! Frank Hitchcock
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SHOREHAM VILLAGE STORES

However different Christmas is this year, you can always turn to us for cards, calendars,
Christmas trees, toys and all the gifts that the shop provides each festive season.

But if the shop provides gifts to the village, there is one gift that the village has provided
to the shop for the past 23 years, and that gift is Lorna Robinson. Lorna is retiring from
behind the counter on Christmas Eve. She says it’s been fun and exhausting serving all
those customers across five different owners, and she’s looking forward to becoming a
customer herself.

We all give her a thousand thanks for being such a fabulous asset to the Stores, keeping
us at the heart of village life. If you would like to contribute to a retirement present, there
will be a collection box in the shop or you can make an electronic payment to the
Shoreham Shop LLP sort 18-00-02, account 05165598 reference ‘Lorna’.

Raj, Desh, Prasanth and the Shoreham Shop Partners

WOMENS INSTITUE

What a long time ago it all seems that we were able to enjoy our WI meetings and our
Community Coffee Mornings - I’m sure lots of you are missing getting together. Just
like lots of other organisations we are unsure as to when things might start up again but
watch this space for updates. As you may know, funds raised from our Community
Coffee Mornings are being used to purchase a defibrillator for the Village Hall and
thanks to a very generous donation from The Crown Road Lights earlier this year, we
are almost there. Thank you to everyone for their continued support and hopefully we
will be able to install the defibrillator in the not-too-distant future. Once it’s installed, we
will organise the appropriate training. Here’s looking forward to when we can all be
together again but, in the meantime, I just wanted to wish you all a Happy Christmas and
a safe and healthy New Year. Mandy Vickers President Shoreham WI

THE SHOREHAM SOCIETY

Exhibition of history boards

Another thing that did not happen this year was our Big Weekend, but we are still hopeful
that next year will mean that we are free to have a big Village event. What has gone
ahead is the work to produce history boards which will tell the stories of many of the
significant houses around the Village.

We’d like to give everyone the opportunity to see them before they are put up, when
needed to coincide with particular Village events. They will be on display 12" and 13
December in the Village Hall, from 12 until 4pm. Hopefully we can offer a bit of
Christmas cheer and even a raffle! Posters will go up nearer the time with the exact
details.

(All relevant and current rules with regard to Covid will be carefully observed at all our
events.)
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As always, if you would like to be involved in any of the activities or campaigning of the
Shoreham Society, then do contact our membership secretary by email:

jenny.walkling@btinternet.com Chris Euman Co-chair, Shoreham Society

FATHER CHRISTMAS

As you know, Father Christmas visits Shoreham every year on Christmas Eve to see the
children before he goes on his travels around the World.

This year will be even better! He is going to visit twice! Both times he will be travelling
round the Village in an open top trailer or truck with some of his elves and he might have
some sweets for children who have been good!

December 20" 12 noon start

This visit is to collect any letters from children to tell Father Christmas what they would
like him to bring them on Christmas Day. If you go to our school, but don’t live in the
Village you can wait at the George or Filston Lane car park. There is also a collection of
gifts which will be given to children who might otherwise not get many presents and not
be having such a good Christmas as us. (Make sure that you attach a label to say who
and what age the present would suit.) These presents can be left at 4 Bowers Road up
until the 22" December. So be ready!

December 24" 6pm start

It’s Christmas Eve, so be ready to ring your bells and give Father Christmas and his elves
a big cheer and a warm welcome before he goes off for his journey round the world. He
is setting off from the Crown and touring the Village. And he is not just visiting for the
children; everyone can join in the fun! Chris Euman & Jennie Adams

TALES FROM THE HILL

I recently heard a farmer, James Rebanks, on BBC Radio 4 explaining how in the last 60
years farmers have been speeding down a cul-de-sac. Cutthroat competition between
supermarkets has reached a point where innovation in terms of farming practices, not
just the use of chemicals but cultivation and animal husbandry, has reached a tipping
point. Perhaps you may think this is old news, well it is, but the difference is that Rebanks
is proposing a practical solution.

The warning signs came early for him, Rebanks remembers his father saying. “James
there is something seriously wrong I have just ploughed a field and there were no gulls
or crows following behind, there are no worms.” The drive to increase the production of
cheap food is not just down to the supermarkets, but also government farming
bureaucracy. What farmer can resist “a giant bit of kit” that can do the job in half the
time — but those pieces of kit do not come free.

Most farmers live with gigantic overdrafts, often an inherited debt. Banks have been only
too happy to lend for land which has been used as safe collateral, meanwhile soil is
getting poorer and often serves only to anchor the crop to the ground.

So as farm gate prices are driven down the only alternative left to farmers is to increase
production by using more fertilizer and more intensive production methods. It is not



unusual for a field of wheat to be sprayed 7 or 8 times from sowing to harvest.

Rebanks does not wish to demonize farmers, the task of making that break to improve
fertility and at the same time create better conditions for wildlife is certainly daunting.
Rebanks’ message is for groups of farmers say 10 or 20 to work together. The ambition
is getting the farming industry ‘okay’ for the next generation: improve the varieties in
grass swards, return to hay instead of silage, bring back crops that we now import — not
long ago Sainsburys were selling out of season Sweet Corn flown in from Thailand! Last
year only 5 pairs of curlews bred in Southern England a bird whose plaintive call reflects
its present predicament. Happy Christmas to you all John Bovington

CITIZENS ADVICE

New Freephone number: 0808 278 7810

In response to COVID19 Sevenoaks Citizens Advice has temporarily changed how the
service is delivered. We no longer give advice face to face so there is no drop-in service,
or Otford outreach. You can still ring us for advice on any problem, big or small,
especially if you are affected personally or financially by the coronavirus emergency, on
the new Freephone number 0808 278 7810 (10am-3pm, Monday-Friday), or by email:
advice@nwkent.cab.org.uk. There is extensive up-to-date information on the Citizens
Advice public website www.citizensadvice.org.uk. Kate Britten

SHOREHAM GAZETTE INFORMATION

e Thank you Kirsty Freeman for being our guest Editor this month

e  The Gazette Team of Ken, Julie, Terry our Treasurer and Ann, together with all
our wonderful distributors send you all good wishes for Christmas and the New
Year

e  We thank James Skinner of Silver Pines for printing the Gazette

. Silver Pines Services,
2 Pinewood Avenue, Sevenoaks, Kent. TN14 5AF
01732 465641
www.silverpines.co.uk e-mail: info@silverpines.co.uk

Editor Ann Ball, Oxbourne View, Mill Lane TN14 7TP 01959 522307
Distribution Ken Fowler, 79 High Street, TN14 7TB 01959 522365
Advertising Julie Carder julieshoreham@gmail.com 07415 209432

THE NEXT ISSUE FEBRUARY 2021
COPY TO SHOREHAMGAZETTE@GMAIL.COM BY 18TH JANUARY 2021
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ZAMI«‘.@WM.ENTS

ASSOCIATION Quality Bespoke
Grow your own! Kitchens
y & Bedrooms
Annual rents
« Full plot £25 Tiling, Decoration
« Half plot £15 & All Carpentry

Membership Secretary Work Undertaken

Malcolm Folland
01959524893

Khoreham Village Hah

SHOREHAM VILLAGE PLAYERS 4/\

Are you interested in acting, singing, i ;
directing, lighting & sound, stage i ﬂ
design & construction, costumes... i 4

%=, Weddings . Parties .
: *;%

'.'a.

= Lectures SOC|et|es

Free WiFi
having a lot of fun and making i R N
friends for life@ To check availability:

https://shorehamvillagehall.co.uk/hal

Ibooking/
Bookings: phone 07828 597540

{ Bookings email (preferred):
i Orcall Janet Heuston on: booki h h il hall K
L 01959 523979 ookings@shorehamvillagehall.co.u

THEN COME AND JOIN US!

Email:
shorehamvillageplayers@gmail.com

Shoreham Pavilion Available for Hire

A fully accessible, beautiful, wooden building  F
with central reception space, kitchen and
changing rooms set overlooking the school
playing fields and Spellers” Wood.

The facility is ideal for evening or weekend
events, adult or children’s learning or music
groups, and as a meeting room for social
groups. The Changing Rooms are available
to hire separately in conjunction with use of
the field.

For all enquiries, please contact the
School Office on 01959 522228.




Yoga Classes

in Shoreham Village \ [ 4
| offer a variety of options: 0 a
* group ® private and semi-private " Lucy

* in-person and online * all abilities

 Christmas gift vouchers

Please contact me:

Email: info@yogabylucy.co.uk | Website: www.yogabylucy.co.uk
Phone: 07970 633053 | f© : @YogaBylucy

“Yoga doesn’t take time, it gives time”

e Company formations e Self-assessment

e Company accounts e VAT-Cash-FRS

e (Corporation tax e PAYE -RTI

e Company secretarial e Book keeping
Ye S e Dividends e Taxplanning

e Share agreements e Management accounts

L] L[]

accounting Business plans Specialist advice

YeS Accounting L|m|ted Certified Xero Partners

Beautiful online accounting software

John.cotter@yesaccounting.co.uk
t. 01732 760854 / 01732 760608

Friendly, professional and efficient service. Call for a free consultation

MAT & REFORMER CLASSES
PRIVATE TUITION

SPORTS CONDITIONING
REHABILITATION

Spllates

BED & BREAKFAST

Self-contained Contact Sophie Marsh on
detached 01959 525656/07752 164452

barn, offering sophie@darenthulme.co.uk

THE STUDIO

now at the Education Centre, Coolings Nurseries,
Rushmore Hill, Knockholt. TN14 7NN

Tel: 01959 562192 or 07799 534191

comfortable and | darenthulme.co.uk

quietly stylish Darent Hulme, Shacklands Rd.
accommodation | Shoreham, Kent TN14 7TU

www.pilatesinsevenoaks.co.uk




SUPPORTING OUR COMMUNITY

THE DARENTH

COUNTRY CLUB

THE DARENTH, STATION ROAD, SHOREHAM, SEVENOAKS, KENT, TN14 7SA
01959 522944 » INFO@THEDARENTH.COM « WWW.THEDARENTH.COM




